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SECTION  1  ^SIGNIFICANT  CRGAI'JIZATl^  CR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 

1*  (C)  General':  ^  Throughout  the  country  CIDG  operations  during  the 

past  quarter  wore  characterized  by  aggressive  pursuit  of  enemy  units  in  the  I 
field,  numerous  large-scale  contacts,  and  several  determined  attempts  by  the  1 
enemy  to  inflict  defeats  on  friendly  elements.  Shortly  after  the  beginning  ’ 
of  the  reporting  period,  on  1;  May,  Camp  Lang  Voi  was  attached  by  an  estimated 
company  size  force  supported  by  mortars  and  aided  from  inside  the  camp  by  VC 
who  had  infiltrated  the  CIDG  units  posing  as  recruits.  One  platoon  of  VC 
succeeded  in  gaining  entry  to  the  camp,  but  was  quickly  ejected.  Four  days 
later,  cn  8  May,  Camp  Con  'fhien  was  attacked  by  two  battalions  of  the  Si2ih 
NVA  Regiment  with  sappers  attached.  Supported  by  mortars,  rockets,  and’ 
flamethrowers,  the  attackers  made  brief  penetrations  into  the  perimeter, 
which  was  defended  jointly  by  USMC,  USASF,  VNSF,  and  CIDG  personnel.  Al¬ 
though  111  CIDG  and  lib  IB  Marines  were  killed  in  the  action,  the  NVA  paid 
a  high  price,  A  total  of  212  eneny  bodies  were  counted  the  following  day, 
and  many  others  were  estimated  to  have  been  killed  by  airs  trikes  and 
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AVOU-O  15  Allgust  1967 

.'lUUJKOT  i  Operational  Report  for  Orartorly  Period  Ending  31  July  1%7 

VC  and  NVA  forces  have  generally  shown  increasing  villingness  to 
accept  So vo re  losses  in  order  to  accomplish  lisoitcd  objectives*  In  several 
cases  during  the  last  three  months  the  onemy  has  massed  his  forces  and  made 
oonoortod  efforts  to  surround  and  overwhelm  smaller  CIDQ  units  in  the  fluid, 
deepito  talcing  heavy  casualties  from  airstrikes,  artillery,  and  friendly 
defensive  fires «  Rapid  reaction  by  Mike  Force  units  and  supporting  fire¬ 
power  proved  to  bo  crucial  factors  in  extracting  embattled  CIDQ  units  on 
theso  occasions. 

The  increased  tempo  of  fighting  is  reflected  in  the  statistical 
data  far  the  reporting  period.  A  total  of  1,931  VC/toVA  were  killed,  an 
Increase  of  I8j?  over  the  previous  quarter.  Also,  there  was  a  26%  increase 
in  UGASF  killed,  a  35%  increase  in  CIDQ  killed,  and  a  7%  increase  in  IlF/PF 
killed.  A  significant  number  of  the  increased  friendly  casualties  were  the 
result  of  mines  and  booby  traps. 

Special  operations  continued  to  penetrate  enemy  base  areas  and  inter¬ 
dict  routes  of  Infiltration.  Throe  operations  were  particularly  noteworthy 
for  their  tactical  developments .  Blackjack  33  was  the  first  operation  in 
which  a  mobile  guerrilla  force  was  employed  in  conjunction  with  long  range 
reconnaissance  elements  (Project  Sigma).  On  13  May  two  Mike  Force  companies 
from  Nhn  Trang  conducted  a  parachute  assault  in  the  Seven  Mountains  region  of 
IV  CTZ.  A  quick  reaction  operation,  the  jump  was  made  only  18  hours  after 
approval  was  given.  Blackjack  1*2  marked  the  first  infiltration  by  sea  of 
Special  Farces  assets  into  an  enemy  base  area. 

Hi  IV  CTZ  much  effort  was  devoted  to  preparations  for  the  upoomdLng 
flood  season.  A  training  program  with  emphasis  on  boat  tactics  and  operations 
was  implemented,  and  camps  were  improved  and  rebuilt  to  withstand  the  flood 
waters.  The  airboat  facility  at  Cao  Lanh  was  completed  in  May,  but  suffered 
severe  damage  during  tha  VC  attack  on  3-i*  <hfly.  The  VC  evidently  realize 
the  tactical  potential  of  the  airboats  in  flooded  areas  and  are  attempting 
to  eliminate  them  before  the  season" begins. 

Two  CIDQ  camps,  Plei  Wrong  and  Vinta  Gin,  were  turned  over  to  VNSF 
control  and  the  TJSASF  detachments  withdrawn.  These  are  the  first  two  campe 
to  be  turned  over  under  a  program  designed  to  conserve  US  ASF  manpower  and 
thus  facilitate  the  opening  of  new  camps  in  other  locations. 

Revolutionary  Development  support  activities  were  highlighted  by 
two  highly  successful  refugee  resettlement  projects,  one  at  Bvrnrd  in  XTI 
CTZ  and  the  other  in  the  vicinity  of  Gamps  Dug  Co  and  Fiei  Me  in  Pleiku 
Province.  Other  highlights  were  the  building  of  a  sawmill  at  Tra  Bong  and 
the  establishment  of  a  rice  buying  association  in  I  CTZ.  The  handling  of 
refugees  in  the  vicinity  of  Ba  To  left  much  to  be  deBired,  but  was  signif  leant 
in  that  many  valuable  lessens  were  learned  from  this  experienoe. 

The  Group’s  Concept  of  Employment  for  CY  1968  was  completed  this 
quarter  and  was  submitted  to  COMUSMACV  for  approval.  Planning  has  been 
initiated  on  the  implementation  of  the  proposed  concept. 
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a.  During  the  reporting  period  the  orientation  and  subsequent 
deployment  of  the  MI  augmentation  detachment,  throughtout  all  Four  Corps  Tac¬ 
tical  Zones,  was  accomplished.  In  consideration  of  the  country-wide  mission 
of  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (aim),  it  was  concluded  the  MI  augmentation  det¬ 
achment  could  most  effectively  be  employed  using  a  field  team  concept,  Four 
field  teams  and  a  headquarters  team  were  organized.  The  composition  of  each 
field  team  is  as  follows: 

1.  Counter  Intelligence/Counter  Espionage  Section  -  5  to  8 

personnel. 

2.  Collection  Section  -  3  to  6  personnel. 

3.  Analysis  Section 

(a)  1  to  3  photo  interpreters 

(b)  2  interrogators 

(c)  4  to  6  08  specialists 

In  addition  to  field  teams  and  headquarters  team,  select  personnel  were  ass¬ 
igned  in  support  of  Group  special  operations. 

b.  The  regulations,  directives,  reporting  procedures,  and  guide¬ 
lines  outlining  the  scope,  purpose,  and  objectives  of  the  Group  intelligence 
pro  gram  were  published  in  final  fora.  These  publications  include  Military 
Intelligence  Program,  Intelligence  Information  Reporting  Procedures,  Military 
Intelligence  Operational  Planning  Procedure,  Source  Administration  Procedure, 
and  Intelligence  Fund  Expendit. ur e  and  Reporting  Procedure.  A  new  program, 
subject:  Effective  Keans  of  Combating  the  Viet  Gong  Infrastructure,  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  draft  form.  This  program  is  being  coordinated  with  ICEX  (U)  rep¬ 
resentatives  for  region  II  and  vill  be  coordinated  in  all  corp  tactical  zor.es 
when  completed  in  final  form. 

Cl  The  emphasis  of  the  intelligence  effort,  since  formulation  of 
basic  programs  has  bean  completed,  is  shifting  to  the  timely  acquisition,  add- 
urate  reporting,  thorough  and  speedy  analysis,  and  rapid  dissemination  of  in¬ 
telligence  back  down  to  the  !;A"  detachment.  Production  of  tactical  uB  continues 
to  receive  priority  emphasis  since  this  type  intelligence  is  vital  to  survival 
of  the  "At1  detachments.  Production  of  infrastructure  intelligence  is  being 
upgraded  but  will,  of  necessity,  remain  the  secondary  effort  at  present . 


3 

CON  FI  DENT  I  AL 


confident ial 

AVGB-G  15  August  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 

3.  (C)  Operations  and  Training: 

a.  Plans 

(1)  During  this  quarter,  the  companies  submitted  input 
for  the  group  CY  1968  Concept  of  Operations.  This  input  was  incorporated 
into  the  (J,roup  country  plan  end  submitted  to  COMUSMACV.  See  Incl  4. 

(2)  Contingency  plans  ior  employment  at  the  5th  SFGA 
assets  in  a  general  war  posture  were  published. 

(3)  Studies  are  presently  being  conducted  to  determine 
the  feasibility  of  utilization  of  the  U Si f» F/VNS F/C 1 DG  as  Vietnamese  border 
police  during  the  post  hostilities p eriod . 

(4)  Planning  continues  for  the  implementation  of  the 
remainder  of  the  CY  1967  Qroup  concept  for  deployment  of  CXDG  camps. 

During  the  second  semester  of  CY  196?,  six  CIBG  camps  will  be  converted 
and  six  new  camps  established. 

(5)  Planning  has  been  initiated  for  the  implementation 
of  the  proposed  CY  1968  concept  of  operations. 


Zones . 


b .  Operations . 

(1)  Summary  of  significant  operation s  by  Corps  Tactical 


(a)  I  C1Z:  On  4  May  at  0330  hours.  Camp  Lang  Vei, 
A-101,  Quang  Tri  Province,  was  subjected  to  an  attack  by  an  estimated  com¬ 
pany  size  force  supported  by  mortars.  About  one  platoon  of  VC  gained  entry 
into  the  camp.  With  the  assistance  of  fire  support  from  Khe  Sanh,  enemy 
elements  were  repelled  from  the  camp  by  0500.  Two  USASF  were  killed  arid 
five  wounded;  17  CIDG  were  killed,  35  wounded,  and  38  missing.  Enemy  losses 
were  3even  killed  and  five  wounded.  Subsequent  intelligence  and  PW  inter¬ 
rogation  has  indicated  that  the  attackers  wore  aided  from  inside  the  camp 
VC  who  had  infiltrated  the  CIDG  units  posing  as  recruits.  One  PW  said  that 
he  had  been  contacted  by  the  VC  prior  to  the  attack  r.nd  directed  to  join 
the  CIDG  at  Lang  Vei  in  order  to  obtain  information  on  the  camp.  After 
joining  the  CIDG,  subject  recruited  four  other  CIDG  to  assist  him.  One 
mar  was  to  determine  the  locations  of  all  bunkers  within  the  camp,  the 
second  was  to  report  un  all  the  guard  positions  and  how  well  the  posts 
were  manned,  the  third  was  to  make  a  sketch  of  the  camp,  and  the  fourth  was 
to  report  on  supplies  brought  into  the  camp  from  Khe  Sanh.  The  VC  contacted 
subject  rw  on  four  occasions  prior  to  the  4  May  attack  to  obtain  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  had  been  collected.  On  the  night  of  the  attack,  subject  PW  and 
another  ClDG  killed  two  of  the  camp  guards  and  led  the  VC  force  thiough  the 
wire  and  mine  field  defences  into  the  camp's  perimeter. 
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Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  3:oriod  Ending  31  July  1967 


On  7'May  at  0150  hours,  RF  OP  Hi  in  Son  Ha  District,  Quang  Ngai  Prov¬ 
ince,  was  hit  by  mortar,  rocoillo3s  rifle  and  small  arms  fire  from  an  est¬ 
imated  tw  company  force.  RF  forces  manning  the  Or  returned  fire,  supported 
by  AG-47* s  and  4.2  inch  mortar  fire  frem  Camp  Ha  Thanh,  A-104.  The  enany 
finally  broke  contact  at  0735  hours  while  an  airstrike  was  in  progress.  An 
exploitation  force  from  Camp  Ha  Thanh  confirmed  the  following  enemy  losses: 

30  VC  killed,  two  wounded,  and  14  individual  weapons  captured.  Also,  per¬ 
sonnel  on  the  OP  observed  the  enemy  carrying  dead  and  wounded  as  they  with¬ 
drew.  Friendly  casualties  were  one  RF  killed  and  two  wounded. 

On  8  May  Camp  Con  Thien,  A-110,  Quang  Tri  Province,  was  attacked  at 
Q230  hours  by  two  battalions  of  the  812th  NVA  Regiment  with  sappers  attached. 
The  assault  was  supported  by  mortars,  rockets,  and  fiaine  throwers.  Artil¬ 
lery  and  air  support  were  employed  against  the  enemy  throughout  the  attack. 
The  perimeter,  which  was  defended  jointly  by  USMC,  USAF,  VN5F,  and  CIDG 
personnel,  was  penetrated  at  two  positions.  Of  the  212  enemy  confirmed 
killed  in  the  attack,  33  were  credited  to  USASF/VNSF/ClDG  forces.  Friendly 
losses  were  14  CIDG  killed,  four  USASF  and  16  CIDG  wounded,  two  COG  mis¬ 
sing,  in  addition  to  44  USMC  killed,  110  USMC  and  five  USNCB  wounded. 

Eneny  weapons  captured  included  four  flame  throwers,  four  crew-served 
weapons,  12  40mm  rockets,  and  over  100  individual  weapons.  Throughout  the 
month  of  May  the  camp  wa3  subjected  to  constant  harassing  fire  by  mortars, 
artillery,  rockets,  and  recoilless  rifles.  The  total  number  of  rounds 
received  was  over  1, 500;  on  one  occasion  some  250  rounds  landed  in  a  per¬ 
iod  of  four  minutes. 

On  13  May  a  combat  patrol  from  Ba  To,  A-106,  Quang  Ngai  Province, 
consisting  of  two  USASF  and  30  CIDG  working  in  conjunction  with  elements 
from  Task  Force  Oregon  in  Operation  Malheur,  made  contact  with  an  estim¬ 
ated  platoon  of  VC,  resulting  in  21  enemy  killed,  six  wounded,  one  rifle  and 
two  LMG's  captured.  One  USASF  was  wounded.  On  18  May  another  canbat  opex*- 
aticn  of  the  same  composition,  while  at  their  night  patrol  base,  made  contact 
with  an  estimated  squad  of  VC  attempting  to  penetrate  the  CIDG  perimeter. 

The  engagement  resulted  in  17  enemy  killed,  one  60mm  mortar  and  three  AK  59 
submachineguns  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  two  CIDG  missing,  one  of 
whom  later  returned  to  the  camp.  On  25  May  a  patrol  of  50  CIDG  qnd  two 
USASF  frem  Thuong  Due,  A-109,  Quang  Nam  Province,  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  two  squads  of  VC  resulting  in  nine  VC  killed,  one  captured,  and 
five  individual  weapons  captured.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties  in  the 
encounter. 

Operations  from  Tra  Bong,  A-107,  Quang  Ngai  Irovince,  accounted  for  much 
cf  the  action  during  June,  with  four  significant  contacts.  On  12  June  a 
company  size  combat  patrol  came  under  heavy  automatic  weapons  and  small 
arms  fire  from  a  platoon  size  enemy  force  resulting  in  one  CIDG  killed;  three 
USASF,  24  CIDG,  and  one  interpreter  wounded.  A  platoon  si?,c  helibome 
operation  engaged  an  estimated  company  of  VC  on  19  June,  resulting  in  two 
VC  killed,  sever  captured,  20  bunkers,  159  structures,  and  1500  kilos  of 
rice  destroyed.  Seven  secondary  explosions  were  observed  and  57  VC  were 
killed  during  airstrikes  requested  by  the  patrol.  On  22  June  another  pla¬ 
toon  sizs  operation  from  Tra  Bong  made  contact  with  an  estimated  comparer  of 
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VC  in  fortified  positions  resulting  in  two  CIDG  killed  and  two  wounded* 

Enemy  losses  were  one  VC  killed  and  four  bunkers  destroyed.  Finally,  on 
2?  June  a  reconnaissance  patrol  made  contact  with  one  enemy  squad,  produ¬ 
cing  five  VC  killed  without  incurring  any  friendly  casualties.  In  other 
actions  during  the  month,  a  reconnaissance  patrol  from  Ha  Thanh,  A-104, 

Quang  Ngai  Province,  was  ambushed  on  12  June  by  two  companies  of  VC.  One 
USASF  and  two  CIDG  were  killed,  four  CIDG  wounded,  and  two  individual 
weapons  lost.  On  08  June  a  platoon  size  patrol  from  Minh  Long,  A-108, 

Quang  Ngai  Province,  killed  four  VC  and  captured  one  along  with  cne 
weapon.  No  friendly  casualties  were  sustained  in  this  operation. 

On  19  July  a  hleliborne  operation  from  Gia  Vuc,  A-103,  Quang  Ngai 
Province,  received  sniper  fire  frcm  an  unknown  number  of  VC  while  being 
inserted.  During  the  remainder  of  the  day/three  more  contacts  were  made 
with  elements  up  to  company  size.  Total  results  were  nine  VC  killed,  eight 
VC  wounded,  one  CIDG  killed,  and  seven  CIDG  wounded.  On  25  July  a  company 
size  helibome  operation  with  two  USA5F  from  Camp  Tien  ihuoe,  A-102,  in 
Quang  Tin  Province,  made  contact  with  an  estimated  two  compani.es  of  VC  armed 
with  mortars,  automatic  weapons,  and  small  arms.  The  VC  succeeded  in  sur¬ 
rounding  the  CIDG,  who  attempted  to  break  out  of  the  encirclanent  by  adjust¬ 
ing  airstrikes  and  artillery  fire  on  the  enemy  positions  but  were  forced  to 
break  up  into  small  groups  in  order  to  evade  the  superior  enemy  force. 

Helibo:  rae  medevac.  and  extraction  of  small  groups  of  CIDG  were  accomplished 
under  intense  enemy  fire.  A  company  size  reaction  force  frem  camp  was 
unable  to  link  up  with  the  besieged  friendly  unit  due  to  heavy  enemy  activity. 
On  28  July  one  CIDG  company  and  two  USASF  from  Camp  Tien  Phuoc  and  cne  com¬ 
pany  from  Camp  Thuong  Due,  A-109,  in  Quang  Nam  Province,  were  helilifted 
into  the  battle  area.  Supported  by  airstrikes  and  artillery,  they  conducted 
a  • sweep  operation  in  order  to  pick  up  stragglers  and  recover  bodies  of 
personnel  killed  in  the  action  on  25  July.  Ten  CIDG  bodies  were  recovered, 
and  one  USASF  who  had  been  missing  since  25  July  was  able  to  contact  the 
friendly  unit.  The  total  results  were  16  CIDG  killed,  one  USASF  and  six 
CIDG  wounded,  one  VNSF  and  22  CIDG  missing  in  action.  Forty  weapons  and 
three  radios  were  lost.  Confirmed  enemy  losses  were  58  VC  killed.  On 
20  July  a  CIDG/RF/PF  operation,  with  i'our  USASF,  from  Camp  Ira  Bong,  A-1G7 , 
in  Quang  Ngai  Province  made  contact  with  seven" VC  while  in  a  blocking  posi¬ 
tion  in  support  of  a  combined  ARVN/ROK  Marine  operation.  Six  VC  were 
killed,  and  two  weapons,  two  grenades,  and  one  improvised  mine  seized  with¬ 
out  incurring  any  friendly  casualties. 

(b)  II  CTZ:  Between  8  and  14  May  a  search  and  de¬ 
stroy  operation  from  Mang  Buk,  A-246,  Kontum  Province,  made  six  separate 
contacts  resulting  in  a  total  of  16  VC  killed,  one  captured,  and  six  weapons 
captured.  These  results  were  achieved  with  no  friendly  losses.  On  15  May 
at  0920  hours,  four  USASF,  four  VNSF  and  230  CIDG  from  Dak  To,  A-2 UU,  Kontum 
Province,  received  60mm  mortar  fire.  At  0930  hours,  the  operation  made 
heavy  contact  with  an  NVA  company.  On  the  16th  at  1500  hours,  one  company 
of  CIDG  from  Dak  Seang,  A-245,  Kontum  Province,  had  been  helilifted  in  to 
reinforce  the  Dak  To  operation.  On  17  May,  one  company  of  Mike  Force  and 
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one  company  of  CIDG  from  Dak  To  were  helilifted  to  reinforce  the  operation. 

On  the  20th  they  has  returned  to  their  respective  locations.  Results  of 
the  operation;  two  USASF  and  seven  CIDG  killed,  two  USA5F  and  14  CIDG 
wounded,  eight  NVA  killed  and  one  weapon  captured. 

On  24  May  at  0200,  a  combined  operation,  vdth  one  CIDG  company  from 
T-n  Rai,  A-223,  and  one  CIDG  company  fran  An  Lac,  Av234,  Darlac  Irovirce, 
was  attacked.  The  multi-canpany  assault  came  from  two  directions  and  was 
supported  by  50  to  60  rounds  of  81mm  mortar  fire.  The  VC  were  armed  with 
light  machinpguns  and  other  assorted  small  arms.  The  Tan  Rai  company  was 
driven  from  its  position,  but  the  An  Lae  company  held .  At  approximately 
0245  hours,  two  gun  ships  and  an  AC-47  arrived,  and  the  VC  attack  slowed 
to  sporadic  fire  fights.  At  first  light  the  firing  coased.  At  0700  hours 
an  ARVN  Ranger  battalion  was  air  landed  south  of  the  battle  area.  The  Tan 
Rai  company  suffered  one  USASF  and. seven  CIDG  killed,  one  USASF  and  nine 
CIDG  wounded.  The  An  Lac  company  had  10  CIDG  killed,  two  USASF  and  19 
CIDG  wounded.  VC  losses  were  nine  killed,  one  RID  IMG  and  two  carbines 
captured . 

On  30  May  at  0940  hours,  an  operation  frera  Cung  Son,  A-221,  rhu  Yen 
Province,  made  contact  with  an  NVA  company  plus.  Gun  ships  and  fighters 
were  on  station  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  initial  contact  was  broken 
at  1145  hours  when  the  NVA  withdrew.  The  operation  was  reinforced  by  an¬ 
other  search  and  destroy  operation  in  the  same  area  and  gave  pursuit. 

Sporadic  contacts  continued  until  1340  hours.  The  results  of  the  contact 
were  one  USASF  and  three  CIDG  killed,  seven  CIDG  wounded,  16  NVA  killed  and 
11  weapons  captured.  On  3  June  at  0150  hours.  Camp  Cung  Son  received  11 
rounds  of  120mm  or  4.2  inch  mortar  fire.  There  was  no  damage  since  all 
rounds  landed  outside  the  camp's  perimeter.  This  attack  —  the  first  time 
the  camp  has  ever  been  mortared  —  was  probably  in  retaliation  for  losses 
suffered  on  29  and  30  May. 

A  patrol  from  Dong  Tre,  A-222,  Thu  Yen  Province,  came  under  heavy  au¬ 
tomatic  fire  on  5  June.  One  CIDG  company  was  dispatched  to  reinforce,  but 
also  came  into  heavy  contact.  Numerous  airstrikes  were  called  in,  and 
one  Mike  Force  Company  from  i  leiku  was  sent  to  the  Dong  Tre  camp  to  reinforce 
the  operation.  The  results  of  the  contact  were  28  CIDG  killed,  seven  wounded, 
nine  missing,  14  small  arms  and  one  60ram  mortar  lost.  There  were  seven  VC 
killed.  A  villager  reported  that  he  had  helped  bury  28  VC  bodies  on  the 
night  of  5  June.  An  agent  reported  43  VC  had  been  killed  in  the  contact. 

0n  the  4th  of  June  a  search  and  destroy  operation  fran  Trung  Dung,  A- 502, 
Khanh  Hoa  Province,  made  a  series  of  contacts,  resulting  in  12  VC  killed, 
nine  weapons  and  various  documents  captured.  On  12  June  a  patrol  from 
Plateau  Gi,  A-234,  Kontum  Province,  sighted  an  NVA  company  moving  along 
a  trail.  A  hasty  ambush  was  set  up,  and  the  ensuing  fire  fight  lasted 
approximately  one  hour.  Results  were  one  CIDG  killed  and  two  wounded,  23 
NVA  killed,  six  enemy  weapons  and  documents  captured. 

On  14  June  a  CIDG  unit  fran  Camp  Dak  To,  A-244,  Kontum  Province,  broke 
and  fled  from  their  night  perimeter  under  attack  by  an  estimated  NVA  company. 
Two  USASF  and  eight  CIDG  were  left  missing,  six  CIDG  killed  and  11  CIDG 
wounded.  One  NVA  was  confirmed  killed  and  ten  estimated  killed.  Later 

7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONF! DEMTIAL 


/ 


AVGB-C  15  August.  1967 

SUBJECT :  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  i eriod  Ending  31  July  196? 

that  morning  a  Mike  Force  company  with  four  USASF  was  deployed  to  search 
for  and  recover  the  missing  personnel.  On  15  June  the  operation  initiated 
contact  with  an  estimated  KVA  company.  The  Mike  Force  unit  was  overrun, 
resulting  in  two  more  USASF  missing.  The  Mike  Force  Company  Commander 
rallied  three  squads  and  attempted  to  move  forward  but  was  beaten  back  by 
the.  intense  fire.  As  the  enemy  fire  continued,  the  compary  fled  leaving  the 
two  USASF  with  ten  men.  After  resorting  to  E&E  tactics,  these  individuals 
rejoined  the  main  body  and  established  a  perimeter.  On  16  June,  when  all 
stragglers  had  been  gathered,  the  unit  returned  to  Dak  To.  Results  of  this 
action  were  two  USASF  and  eight  Mike  Force  personnel  killed,  14  Mike  Force 
personnel  wounded.  At  0430  hours  the  following  morning, 'on  17  June,  the 
camp  received  a  mortar  attack  lasting  approximately  on  hour.  Three  USASF, 
three  attached  US,  seven  Mike  Force,  and  five  CIDG  were  wounded j  two  CIDG 
and  one  Mike  Force  killed.  Additionally,  five  CIDG  dependents  were  killed 
and  sevenwwounded. 

A  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Van  Canh,  A-223,  I hu  Yen  Province, 
made  contact  on  19  June  with  an  NVA  company  which  *as  well  entreched.  Six 
air strikes  were  placed  on  the  enemy  positions,  after  which  they  withdrew. 

The  CIDG  then  swept  the  area.  The  results  were  two  CIDG  killed,  one  USASF 
and  four  CIDG  wounded.  There  were  17  NVA  killed  and  two  weapons  captured. 

On  27  June  a  surveillance  operation  from  i  olei  Kleng,  A-241,  Kontum  Province, 
made  contact  with  two  NVA  compaines.  Two  airstrikes  were  called  in,  res¬ 
ulting  in  nine  NVA  confirmed  killed  and  another  155  estimated  killed. 

Elements  of  a  screening  operation  from  Plateau  Gi,  A-243,  in  Kontum 
Province,  made  contact  with  a  reinforced  NVA  company  at  1500  hours  on  11 
July.  The  operation  received  automatic  weapons  and  82am  mortar  fire  until 
2030  hours.  At  this  time  contact  was  broken  with  the  aid  of  artillery 
fire.  Results  of  the  contact  were  six  CIDG  wounded,  nine  NVA  killed,  and 
two  AK-47's  captured.  On  8  July  an  ambush  and  search  and  destroy  operation 
from  Trang  Phuc,  A-233,  Darlac  Province,  made  contact  with  an  NVA  platoon, 

A  ten  minute  firefight  ensued  after  which  the  NVA  broke  contact.  On  the 
9th  at  1200  hours,  the  operation  ambushed  ten  NVA  moving  along  a  trail. 

The  NVA  immediately  broke  contact  and  fled.  Results  of  the  two  contact® 
were  six  NVA  killed,  four  small  arms  and  cne  crew  served  weapon  captured. 

One  CIDG  was  wounded.  On  18  July  a  CIDG  element  from  Cung  Son,  A-221,  in 
Thu  Yen  Province  ambushed  one  company  of  NVA  carrying  large  quantities  of 
rice.  The  NVA  were  armed  with  AK-4? ' s  and  two  M-16  rifles.  Results  of  the 
ambush  were  one  CIDG  killed,  one  CIDG  wounded,  nine  NVA  killed  and  one  M— 16 
rifle  captrued. 

On  the  23rd  at  1600  hours,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  from  Camp  Dak 
Seang,  A-2a5,  Kontum  Province,  consisting  of  two  USASF,  two  VNSF  and  70 
Cl. DC,  made  coritqct  with  an  estimated  company  of  KVA  preparing  night  def¬ 
ensive  positions.  A  firefight  ensued,  after  which  the  friendly  elonent 
fcroke  contact  with  the  aid  cf  artillery  and  airstrikes.  One  CIDG  was  killed 
and  nine  wounded,  one  VNSF  and  one  CIDG  were  missing.  At  1800  hours  on  the 
23rd  a  ?0  man  reaction  force  was  dispatched  to  sweep  the  area  of  contact, 
and  the  following  morning  this  element  was  reinforced  by  an  additional  80 
CIDG.  At  1100  hours  the  operation  engaged  in  a  brief  firefight  with  an 
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estimated  company  of  NV A,  resulting  in  three  C1DG  wounded.  The  next  day, 

25  July,  the  body  cf  one  VNSF  that  v;as  previously  carried  as  missing  was 
recovered  by  the  operation.  Results  of  the  two  contacts  were  one  C1DG 
killed,  1A  CIDG  wounded,  one  C1DG  missing  and  one  VNSF  killed.  Equipment 
losses  were  two  BAR'S,  seven  carbines  and  two  HT-1  radios. 

During  the  reporting  period  CIDG  operations  have  been  conducted  in 
support  of  the  following  major  operations  in  II  CTZ:  Francis  Marion  (Ath 
Inf  Div),  Greely  (l?3rd  Abn  Bde),  Stillwell  (Ath  Inf  DivO,  Pershing  (1st 
Cav  Div),  and  ROK  operations  conducted  9-31  July. 

(c)  III  CTZ:  Throughout  the  reporting  period 
numerous  casualties  were  caused  by  mines  and  booby  traps,  especially  in 
Hau  Nghia  and  Long  An  Provinces.  Camp  Trek  Klok,  A-322,  Tay  Ninh  Prov¬ 
ince,  was  constantly  harassed  by  enemy  mortar  attacks.  US  couhter-mortar 
radar  at  Prek  Klok  plotted  enemy  positions  as  close  as  1000  meters  from  the 
camp  during  these  attacks. 

On  9  May,  a  two  company  CIDG  operation  from  Hiep  Hca  was  in  an  advan¬ 
tageous  position  to  react  to  a  multi-company  VC  force  which  had  made  an  attack 
on  two  River  Assault  Group  boats  which  were  patrolling  the  Oriental  River. 

The  CIDG  operation  intercepted  and  pursued  the  withdrawing  VC  units.  Close 
air  support  and  reinforcements  deployed  by  both  Hiep  Hoa  and  Tra  Cu,  A-352, 
aided  in  the  destruction  of  the  enemy.  Forty-nine  enemy  were  killed  during 
this  action.  Again  on  16  May,  a  company  operation  frcm  Hiep  Hoa  made  contact 
with  a  multi-company  VC  force.  Elements  of  the  l/27  and  2/27  Infantry,  25th 
US  Infantry  Division,  were  deployed  by  helicopter  as  reinforcements,  and  the 
operation  ended  with  3A  enemy  killed. 

On  6  May,  Camp  Tong  Le  Chon,  A-33A»  Binh  Long  Province,  came  under  a 
heavy  mortar  attack  by  an  estimated  VC  battalion  minus,  resulting  in  six 
Mike  Force  personnel  killed,  39  wounded,  one  CIDG  killed  and  three  wounded. 

On  26  May  at  Camp  Tong  Le  Chan,  a  Mike  Force  operation  made  contact  with 
a  large  enemy  force  including  a  hospital  staff,  nurses,  and  patients,  approx¬ 
imately  eight  kilometers  north  of  the  camp.  Heavy  contact  was  maintained 
for  approximately  three  hours.  The  Mike  Force  assaulted  the  enemy's  forti¬ 
fied  positions,  and  artillery  and  airstrikes  were  called  in.  The  operation 
received  an  ammunition  resupply  as  well  as  reinforcements.  The  enemy 
finally  withdrew  northwest  towards  Cambodia.  Friendly  losses  in  this  action 
were  one  USASF  killed,  one  wounded,  four  Mike  Force  killed  and  22  wounded. 

Two  VC  were  killed,  and  assorted  medical  supplies  and  documents  were  capt¬ 
ured. 

On  1A  May  a  CIDG  company  minus  operation  from  Chi  Linh,  A-333,  Binh 
Long  Province,  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  company  armed  with  assorted 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  including  M-16  rifles.  A  A5  minute  fire- 
fight  resulted  in  one  USASF  killed,  five  CIDG  killed,  13  CIDG  wounded  and 
three  weapons  lost.  An  AC-A7,  airstrikes,  and  artillery  were  called  in, 
which  caused  the  VC  to  break  contact  and  flee  in  all  directions.  Five  VC 
were  confirmed  killed  with  an  unknown  number  killed  or  wounded  by  airstrikes. 
Ori  28  May,  a  CIDG  operation  from  Chi  Linh  made  contact  with  an  estimated 
platoon.  The  friendly  element  called  in  artillery  and  airstrikes  and  engaged 
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the  enemy  with  small  arms  fire.  The  enemy  broke  contact  immediately  with 
the  friendly  element  in  close  pursuit.  Several  minutes  later,  the  friendly 
element  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  VC  company.  During  the  ensuing  fire- 
fight,  radio  contact  was  lost  with  the  ground  force  and  a  radio  was  dropped 
in.  Friendly  casualties  from  this  action  wore  one  USASF  killed,  one  wounded, 
three  CIDG  killed,  eight  wounded,  ten  weapons  and  one  1RC-25  radio  lost. 

Five  enemy  were  killed. 

On  4  June  a  company  size  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  Hiep  Hoa,  A-351, 

Hau  Nghia  Province,  made  several  contacts  accounting  for  a  total  of  nine 
VC  killed.  Two  USASF  were  wounded,  one  CIDG  killed  and  four  wounded;  most 
of  the  friendly  casualties  were  caused  by  booby  traps.  On  11  June  a  Mike 
Force  operation  ir.  the  vicinity  of  Chi  Linh,  A-333,  Binh  Long  1  rovince, 
made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  company.  The  enemy  was  deployed  on  line 
and  fired  assorted  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and  82mm  mortars.  Friendly 
forces  returned  the  fire  and  called  in  artillery,  a  FAC,  and  a  light  fire 
team.  After  45  minutes,  the  enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew,  leaving  seven 
killed  and  assorted  equipment.  No  friendly  casualties  were  sustained. 

A  patrol  conducted  in  the  vicinity  of  Loc  Ninh,  A-331,  Binh  Laig  Pro¬ 
vince,  made  contact  on  22  June  with  five  VC.  After  five  minutes  the  VC 
broke  contact  with  friendly  elements  in  pursuit.  This  contact  resulted  in 
one  VC  killed.  Later  that  afternoon  the  element  in  pursuit  made  contact 
with  a  VC  battalion  which  opened  fire  from  three  sides  using  automatic 
weapons.  The  friendly  element  took  a  defensive  position  and  called  for  a 
light  fire  team  and  air  strikes  which  caused  the  enemy  to  withdraw.  On 
23  June  contact  was  made  with  the  point  element  of  a  VC  company,  but  was 
broken  with  no  casualties  reported.  At  1400  hours  the  4th  Mike  Force 
Company  arrived  by  helicopter  and  linked  up  with  the  operation.  All  elem¬ 
ents  were  placed  in  a  deiensive  position,  and  H&I  fire  was  directed  on 
suspected  VC  locations.  At  0837  hours  on  24  June,  the  combined  force  dis¬ 
covered  10  VC  killed  by  airstrikes  and  two  enemy  weapons.  At  1058  hours 
a  MEDEVAC  aircraft  was  fired  on  by  two  VC  squads.  After  an  exchange  of 
lire,  the  VC  withdrew,  with  the  combined  force  in  pursuit.  Contact  was 
again  made  with  two  squads  of  VC  firing  automatic  weapons,  and  broken  at 
1202  hours.  Still  in  pursuit,  the  combined  force  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC  company.  The  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  after  artillery 
and  airstrikes  had  been  called  in.  This  entire  operation  resulted  in  21 
VC  killed  and  five  enemy  weapons  captured.  Friendly  forces  sustained  one 
USASF,  seven  CIDG,  two  Mike  Force  personnel,  and  one  interpreter  killed; 

27  CIDG  and  four  Mike  Force  personnel  wounded;  five  rifles  and  tow  radios 
lost. 

On  28  June  an  estimated  VC  platoon  initiated  contact  wioh  another 
operation  frem  Loc  Ninh.  Friendly  element?  moved  into  defensive  positions 
with  105mm  and  175rara  artillery  in  support.  A  light  fire  team  and  tactical 
aircraft  were  requested.  At  1220  hours  the  enemy  positions  were  reinforced, 
bringing  the  total  estimated  VC  strength  to  a  company  or  larger.  One  USASF 
was  killed,  two  USASF  wounded,  five  CIDG  killed  and  24  CIDG  wounded.  Medical 
evacuation  could  not  be  accomplished  because  of  intense  enemy  fire  and  adverse 
weather  conditions  in  the  operational  area.  At  1620  hours  two  Mike  Force 
companies  were  helilifted  from  Loc  Ninh  to  reinforce  the  friendly  elements. 
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The  two  Mike  For  co  c crrjpi\ni o 3  up  with  frionciXy  olcsuonts  v.it hout  in-- 

cident.  The  VC  withdrew,  and  by  1900  hours  evacuation  of  the  dead  and 
wounded  was  completed.  At  dawn  on  29  June  the  contact  area  was  assessed, 
revealing  one  VC  killed  by  airstrikes  and  four  additional  CIDG  killed. 

At  0955  on  12  July  a  search  and  destroy  operation  eon  si  sting  of  8?  C-IBG 
and  two  USASF  from  Tcng  Le  Chon,  A-334,  Binh  Lcng  1  rovxnce,  sighted  an 
ostipated  VC  regiment  moving  along  a  trail.  Friendly  elements  opendd  fire 
with  small  arms  and  withdrew  to  a  defensive  perimeter,  calling  in  105mm 
and  175nm  artillery  cn  the  enemy  positions.  Contact  was  broken  at  1000 
hours.  No  friendly  casualties  were  sustained.  At  1535  hours  this  operation 
moved  back  to  the  contact  area  to  assess  the  artillery  damage  and  was  am¬ 
bushed  by  an  estimated  two  companies  of  VC.  Friendly  elements  returned  the 
fire,  called  105mm  and  175mm.  artillery  into  the  VC  positions,  and,  under  the 
protection  of  an  airstrike,  withdrew  again  to  defensive  positions.  Sporadic 
small  arms  fire  was  received  until  1800  hours.  Results  of  this  operation 
were  three  CIDG  killed,  three  wounded  and  three  missing;  one  USASF  wounded, 
and  ten  VC  killed.  At  1140  hours  on  19  July  a  local  security  element  at 
Camp  Irek  Klok,  A-322,  Tay  Ninh  Province,  made  contact  with  a  VC  platoon. 
After  a  short,. exchange  of  fire  in  which  one  CIDG  was  wounded,  the  VC  plat¬ 
oon  withdrew.  At  1627  hours  Camp  i  rek  Klok  received  12  rounds  of  82nm 
mortar  fire.  Ten  rounds  Landed  on  the  inner  perimeter  and  two  rounds  on 
the  perimeter  wire.  Counter *mortar  fire  wa3  employed  and  artillery  directed 
into  suspected  VC  firing  positions.  One  CIDG  was  killed;  one  USASF,  11 
CIDG  and  two  civilian  mechanics  wounded.  On  27  July  a  waterborne  search 
and  destroy  operation  consisting  of  two  companies  of  CIDG,  four  USASF  and 
three  VNSF,  made  contact  with  an  estimated  company  of  VC  ten  kilometers 
northwest  of  Ben  Soi,  A-321,  Tay  Ninh  Province.  After  a  ten  minute  firefigbt 
the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew;  results  of  this  contact  were  one'.’ VC  - x 
killed  and  four  wounded,  two  CIDG  killod,  11  CIDG  and  one  USASF  wounded, 
nine  boats  and  one  .30  cal  light  machinegun  sli^tly  damaged. 

(d)  IV  CTZ:  On  2  May,, two  companies  of  CIDG  from 
My  Phuoc  Tay  initiated  contact  with  two  VC  companies.  After  a  two  hour 
firefight,  21  VC  were  confirmed  killed,  and  three  small  arms,  a  large  amount 
of  documents,  assorted  equipment  and  ammunition  were  captured.  On  14  ^ay 
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platoon.  A  ten  minute  firefight  ensued  during  which  the  CIDG  were  supported 
by  4.2  inch  mortars  and  105mm  howitzers.  Results  of  the  contact  were  16 
VC  killed.  Camp  Ba  Xoai,  A-421,  Chau  Doc  Province,  was  attacked  by  a  rein¬ 
forced  VC  company  on  19  May.  The  enemy  employed  57mm  ana  75mm  recoilless 
rfefl.es,  60mm  and  Sinn;  mortars,  machine  guns,  and  small  arms  in  the  attack. 

The  camp  was  not  physically  assaulted;  all  firing  was  from  approximately 
600  meters  out.  The  camp  was  supported  by  artillery  from  Chi  Lang  Training 
Center  and  by  AC-471! aircraft .  After  a  firefight  lasting  approximately  two 
hours,  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  west  toward  Cambodia,  Friendly 
losses  were  one  CIDG  killed,  three  CIDG  and  four  USASF  wounded;  the  team 
house,  vehicles  and  TIU-20  radio  were  damaged.  There  were  no  confirmed  VC 
casualties,  but  three  litters  and  bloody  clothing  were  foiuid,  indicating 
at  least  six  VC  casualties. 
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A  company  of  CIDG  from  ihu  Quoc,  A-441,  Kien  C-iang  Province,  made  con¬ 
tact  on  4  Juno  with  an  unknown  number  of  VC  approximately  ten  kilometers 
southeast  of  camp.  After  a  short  fire  fight  the  VC  broke  contact  and  with¬ 
drew  with  the  friendly  elanent  in  pursuit.  Friendly  losses  were  on  USASF 
and  two  CIDG  killed,  while  the  enemy  suffered  11  killed  and  11  weapons 
seized,  Operation  Le  Dinh  Dao  10,  8-11  June,  was  the  first  major  foot- 
mobile  operation  conducted  by  the  CIDG  over  a  sustained  period  of  time  in  . 
the  VC  controlled  area  known  as  the  "Pocket"  in  southeastern  Kien  Tuong 
Province.  Eight  hundred  CIDG  troops  were  employed  initially,  including  troops 
from  Camps  My  An,  Kinh  Quan  II,  Tuyen  Nhon,  and  My  Phuoc  Tay.  On  the  first 
day  of  the  operation,  8  June,  an  additional  150  CIDG  from  Camp  Binh  Thanh 
Thon  were  airlanded  to  reinforce  units  from  My  Fhuoc  Tay  which  had  made 
heavy  contact  as  they  moved  into  the  operational  area.  Contact  with  the 
enany,  elements  of  the  26lst  Bn  of  the  Dong  Thap  I  Regiment,  lasted  approx¬ 
imately  five  hours.  Sporadic  contact  continued  for  the  next  two  days; 
however,  no  fiojor  VC  units  were  encountered.  Results  of  the  operation  in¬ 
cluded  32  VC  killed,  13  captured  (wounded  also);  five  CIDG  killed;  25  CIDG, 
one  VNSF,  two  USASF,  and  one  helicopter  crewman  wounded.  In  addition, 

72  rounds  of  81mra  mortar  amnuniticn,  four  weapons,  and  10  kg  of  documents 
were  captured,  and  numerous  bunker,  structures,  and  sampans  destroyed. 

On  28  June  at  0955  hours.  Operation  Le  Dinh  Dao  9,  a  search  and  destroy 
operation  from  Moc  Hoa,  B-41,  Kien  Tuong  Province,  consisting  of  ten  com¬ 
mitted  CIDG  companies  supported  by  tactical  air  and  helicopters  with  three 
CIDG  companies  in  reserve,  made  contact  with  a  reinforced  VC  company  approx¬ 
imately  30  kilometers  south  of  Moc  Hoa,  The  VC  used  rockets,  60mm  mortars, 

,50  cal  machine  guns ,  .30  cal  machine  guns,  and  assorted  small  arms  in  attack¬ 
ing  a  CIDG  company*  After  five  minutes  of  close  combat  the  VC  withdrew 
southeast  and  deployed  in  a  defensive  position ,  The  CIDG  company  was  rein¬ 
forced  by  another  CIDG  company  and  air  strikes  and  armed  helicopters  were 
directed  against  the  VC.  Sporadic  contact  was  made  throughout  the  day  with 
company  size  elements  of  the  VC  263rd  Main  Foree  Battalion.  Friendly  losses 
on  23  June  were  three  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  19  CIDG  killed;  cn© ; USASF,  one  VNSF 
and  20  CIDG  wounded;  40  CIDG  missing.  VC  losses  were  50  killed,  four  wounded 
and  two  captured.  On  29  Juno  at  approximately  0900  hours  all  the  CIDG 
companies  were  pulled  out,  and  a  reaotion  force  consisting  of  two  Mike  Force 
and  six  CIDG  companies  was  committed  in  the  contact  area  to  seal  off  and 
destroy  the  VC,  The  Mike  Force  companies  swept  south  through  the  contact 
area  making  a  total  of  six  contacts  which  resulted  in  24  VC  killed  and  fcur 
captured,  with,  no  friendly  lossos.  Thirty-one  bodies  of  the  40  CIDG  reported 
as  missing  were  recovered,  Tho  CIDG  companies  made  two  contacts,  resulting 
in  one  VC  killed  and  no  friendly  casualties.  The  operation  teraimatod  on 
29  Juno  at  1830  hours  with  the  following  overall  results i  friendly  losses 
were  three  USASF,  ans  VNSF,  and  53  CIDG  killed;  cue  USASF,  one  VNSF  and  21 
CIDG  wounded;  nine  CIDG  missing,  VC  losses  wore  75  killed,  four  wounded  and 
six  captured, 
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On  3  July  At  2400  hours  installations  in  the  town  of  Cao  Lanh,  Kion 
Phong  Province,  came  under  heavy  VC  mortar,  rifle  grenade,  antitank  rocket 
and  small  arras  fire .  The  primary  attack  was  against  the  U3A5F.  airboat 
facility  with  secondary  attacks  on  theB-43  compound.  National  Police  Station, 
Kion  Phong  Sector  Headquarters  and  the  CORDS  compound.  Friendly  troops 
observed  the  muzzle  flashes  of  the  VC  weapons  and  returned  fire  with  4.2 
mortars,  105mm  howitzers  and  small  anus.  A  FAC  anu  an  AC-47  were  on  at alien 
at  0035  hours,  at  which  time  the  VC  broke  contact.  One  USASF,  one  civilian 
(Filipino)  tech  rep,  five  CIDG,  six  security  guards,  and  seven  civilians 
wore  wounded;  one  ARVN  soldier  and  one  civilian  were  killed.  Mnor  damage 
was  sustained  by  the  buildings  in  the  E~43  compound.  Extensive  damage  was 
done  to  the  airboat  site.  The  following  major  items  of  equipment  were 
destroyed;  one  2j-ton  truck,  one  air  compressor,  one  airboat  (complete), 
six  airboat  engines  and  all  spare  parts  for  boat  repairs  to  include  special 
tools.  The  maintenance  shed  was  totally  destroyed,  and  all  buildings  on 
boat  site  are  in  need  of  minor  repairs.  The  VC  losses  are  unknown. 

On  the  14th  of  July  at  0245  hours  Camp  My  An,  A-433,  in  Kion  Phcng 
Province;  the  town  of  My  An,  and  two  mobile  OP's  south  of  the  camp,  came 
under  attack  by  an  estimated  VC  battalion.  The  attack  was  concentrated 
on  the  two  OP's  with  suppressive  fires  on  the  camp  and  town  so  they  could  not 
give  sufficient  fire  support  or  reinforce  the  OP's.  Counter  mortar  was 
fired  from  the  camp  and  105mm  howitzer  fran  tho  town.  Tactical  aircraft  and 
AC-47  were  on  station  at  0330,  bringing  the  VC  under  fire.  The  VC  broke  contact 
at  0545  hours  withdrawing  to  the  southeast  taking  their  dead  and  wounded  in 
13  sampans.  Results  of  the  attack  were  12  CIDG  killed;  two  USASF,  two  VNSF 
and  33  CIDG  wounded;  one  .30  cal  machine  gun  and  two  assault  boats  with 
motors  lost.  VC  losses  Wire  five  confirmed  VC  killed  with  an  estimated  60 
additional  VC  either  killed  or  wounded.  One  AK-47  rifle  and  one  claymore 
mine  were  seized. 

On  the  17th  at  0900  hours,  detachment  A-441  on  Phu  Quoc  Island  dispatched 
two  USASF,  one  combat  reccn  platoon  and  one  company  of  CIDG  on  a  search 
and  destroy  operation  in  response  to  intelligence.  At  1305  hours  tactical 
aircraft  conducted  11  airstrikes  in  the  target  area.  At  1430  hours  the 
airstrikes  lifted,  and  the  friendly  element,  supported  by  4.2  inch  mortar 
lire,  moved  into  the  area.  At  1500  hours  the  combat  recon  platoon  made  contact 
with  four  VC,  killing  one  and  wounding  another.  At  1640  hours  the  company 
of  CIDG  initiated  contact  with  eight  VC,  who  broke  contact  after  an« eight 
minute  fire  fight  wich  resulted  in  one  VC  killed  and  two  CIDG  wounded.  By 
2000  hours  a  complete  assessment  of  the  target  area  had  been  made,  revealing 
an  additional  six  VC  killed.  A  FAC  reported  seeing  a  number  of  VC  bodies 
being  carried  away.  Total  results  of  the  operation  were  two  CIDG  wounded, 
eight  VC  killed,  four  VC  suspects  detained,  one  VC  wounded,  three  structures 
destroyed,  600  kilos  of  rice,  two  kilos  of  documents  raid  three  kilos  of  med¬ 
ical  supplies  captured.  On  the  25th  at  0645,  a  platoon  of  Chieu  Hois  and 
tvro  USASF  from  Kinh  Quan  II,  A-412,  Kien  ITiong  Province,  ambushed  a  company 
of  VC  approximately  15  kilometers  southeast  of  camp.  A  15  minute  firelight 
ensued  resulting  in  six  VC  killed,  two  weapons  and  two  kilos  of  documents 
capture d,  with  no  friendly  casualties. 
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(2)  CIDG  camps:  On  1  Hay  Detachment  A-252  was  withdrawn 
from,  i  lei  Krong,  rieiku  Province,  leaving  the  VNSF  detachment  to  run  the  camp 
without  advisors.  This  was  the  first  test  of  a  new  concept  designed  to 
ecu  serve  USASF  assets  and  thru  facilitate  the  deployment  of  additional  camps 
in  new  locations.  The  second  canm  to  he  turned  over  to  the  VNSF  under  thie 
program  was  Vinh  Gia  in  IV  CTZ.  Control  of  the  camp  was  transferred  to  the 
VNSF  detacment  on  27  June,  and  USASF  Detachment  A-422  was  with  drawn  on  30 
June.  See  Inclosure  6  for  a  progress  report  on  this  program.  On  15  May, 
Detachment  B-33  terminated  its  mission  at  Xuan  Loc  and  Nui  Thi,  and  all 
personnel  and  equipment  were  move  to  Company  A  at  Bien  Hoa.  The  buildings 
previously  occupied  by  the  detachment  were  turned  over  to  Sector  fcontrol. 
Personnel  have  been  reassigned  to  other  Special  Forces  detachments  through¬ 
out  the  Corps  Area.  On  26  May  three  CIDG  companies,  one  CRP,  USASF  Det¬ 
achment  A-126  were  airlifted  to  Luong  Hoa  in  Long  An  Province  to  open  a 
new  CIDG  camp.  The  25th  ARVN  Division  and  t.hs  36th  AR7N  Ranger  Battalion 
conducted  Operation  Victory  Trail  ip  support  of  the  camp  opening.  In  II 
CTZ  the  closing  of  Bong  Son  and  the  opening  of  Ha  Tay  was  completed  on  12 
June,  On  24  June  Detachment  A-225A  at  Le  Hai  officially  turned  their  post 
at  the  Dong  Xuan  District  Headquarters  over  to  an  element  of  MACV  Team  28. 
The  CIDG  camp  at  Con  Thien,  just  below  the  IMZ,  was  turned  over  to  the  USMC 
on  25  July  for  use  as  an  outpost.  Heavy  pressure  from  NVA  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  ME  and  the  presence  of  large  USMC  units  in  the  immediate 
area  of  the  camp  precluded  accomplishment  of  the  CIDG  mission. 


(3)  The  designations  for  most  of  the  "A"  detachments 
in  IV  CTZ  were  changed  effective  1  June  3967.  The  purpose  of  the  change  was 
to  more  readily  identify  the  "A"  detachments  with  tJseir  parent  "B"  detach¬ 
ments.  The  first  two  numbers  of  each  detachment  now  correspond  to  the 
number  of  its  "B"  detachment.  The  five  detachments  that ' report  directly 
to  Company  D  have  designations  starting  with  the.  numbers  ”40".  New  desig¬ 
nations  are  as  follows: 


Don  Phuc  (Mike  Force) 
To  Chau  (1st  MGF) 

To  Chau  (8d  MGF) 

Binh  Hung 
Ha  Tien 
My  Thuoc  Tay 
Kinh  Quan  II 
Ba  Xoai 
Cai  Cai 
Thuong  Thoi 
My  An 
Phu  Quoc 
Phu  Quoc 


OLD 

NEW 

A-430 

A-401 

A-431 

A-402 

A-432 

A-A03 

A-All 

A-A04 

A-421 

A-405 

A-424 

A-411 

A-416 

A-412 

A-429 

A-421 

A-412 

A-431 

A-425 

A-432 

A-426 

A-433 

A-427 

A-441 

A-428 

A-442 

(4)  '  i reparation  for  the  coming  flood  seas  n  was  *  -  .asized 
in  the  IV  Corps  Area.  A  training  program  was  implemented  with  primar 
emphasis  on  boat  tactics  and  operations  to  include  the  employment  of  sam¬ 
pans,  assault  boats,  and  airboats.  Berms,  draii  age  systems,  and  pumping 
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facilities  have  been  rebuilt  and  improved  to  with stand  the  flood  waters. 
Supplies,  ammunition  and  equipnent  arc  being  prc-stocked  in  the  camps  to 
preclude  sane  of  the  resupply  problems  when  the  floods  cane.  The  Company 
D  Flood  Plan  was  coordinated  with  the  Senior  Advisor,  IV  CTZ;  Company  A, 

5th  SFGA;  US  9th  Inf  Div;  Il&IForceV,  and  representatives  from  COMAVFCRV 
to  insure  a  unified  effort  (see  inclosure  25,  Company  D  Flood  Plan),  The 
airboat  site  at  Cao  Lanh,  Kien  I  huong  Province  was  completed  in  May  but 
suffered  severe  damage  during  the  VC  attack  on  3-4  July  (see  paragraph 
3b(l)(d)  above). 

c.  Special  Operations. 

(1)  Operation  Buckner:  Conducted  by  Detachment  B-50 
(Project  Omega),  this  operation  took  pi  co  in  western  Kontum  lrovince,  II 
CTZ,  from  15  April  to  15  May.  There  were  13  reconnaissance  team'  ^and  two 
company  operations  in  the  AO.  Nineteen  contacts  and  seven  air  strikes 
resulted  in  12  VC  killed,  four  wounded,  and  four  captured.  One  Mike  Force 
soldier  was  wounded. 

(2)  Blackjack  41:  This  mobile  guerrilla  operation  began 
on  19  January,  with  i  hase  I  terminating  on  23  March,  lhase  II  began  on 

17  May.  The  operational  area  was  the  Seven  Mountai  is  region  of  IV  CTZ. 

See  Inclosure  15  for  after  action  report.  In  addition,  operation  Arrowhead, 
a  Mike  Force  parachute  assualt,  was  conducted  in  support  of  the  mobile 
guerrilla  force.  See  Inclosure  16. 

(3)  Blackjack  24:  This  operation  was  conducted  in  north¬ 
western  Kontum  Province  by  the  A-219  Mike  Force,  the  A-217  mobile  guerrilla 
force,  and  CIDG  elements  from  A-242  as  a  diversionary  force.  It  began  on 
16  March  and  ended  on  19  May,  with  16  contacts  made  during  the  operation. 
Friendly  casualties  were  one  USASF  killed  and  one  wounded,  one  Mike  Force 
soldier  killed  and  nine  wounded.  Enemy  losses  were  11  killed,  six  wounded, 

one  captured,  152  buildings  destroyed,  13  tons  of  food  destroyed,  and  five 
weapons  seized. 


(4)  Blackjack  25:  During  the  period  15  April  -  20  May 
mobile  guerrilla  elements  made  11  contacts  in  the  area  o)*  operation,  which 
was  located  in  central  Kontum  Province.  Friendly  casualties  were  seven 
USASF  wounded,  two  Mike  Force  soldiers  killed  and  20  wpunded.  Enemy  losses 
were  19  killed,  seven  wounded,  96  structures  and  100  kg  of  food  desjrijoyed, 
and  nine  weapons  captured. 

(5)  Blackjack  33:  This  operation  was  conducted  in  cen¬ 
tral  III  CTZ  from  27  April  to  24  May.  For  the  first  time  mobile  guerrilla 
elements  were  employed  in  conjunction  with  long  range  reconnaissance  teams 
(B~56^  i  reject  Sigma),  resulting  in  an  impressive  total  of  320  enemy  killed. 
See  Inclosure  12  for  after  action  report 
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(6)  OPOF.D  5-67:  From  10  April  to  15  June  reconnaissance 
teams  and  Ranger  companies  from  1  roject  Delta,  Detachment  B-52,  operated  in 
the  Ashau-Aloui  Valley  in  I  CTZ.  See  Inclosure  18  for  after  action  report . 

(7)  Blackjack  42:  This  was  a  mobile  guerilla  operation 
conducted  in  southeastern  Vinh  Binh  Province,  IV  CTZ,  from  3  June  to  2  July. 
It  marked  the  first  amphibious  infiltration  conducted  by  Special  Forces 
advised  elements  in  Vietnam.  See  Inclosure  17  for  after  action  report. 

(8)  Blackjack  26:  Runring  frem  15  June  to  14  July,  this 
was  a  mobile  guerrilla  operation  conducted  in  northeastern  Kontum  and  north¬ 
western  Binh  Dinh  Provinces  by  the  23rd  Mike  Force  Company  (A-219) .  Only 
four  contacts  were  made,  resulting  in  three  USASF  wounded,  two  Mike  Force 
soldiers  killed  and  three  wounded.  Although  there  were  no  confirmed  enany 
casualties,  27  structures  and  four  tons  of  food  were  destroyed,  and  one 
weapon  was  captured. 

(9)  Blackjack  34:  Conducted  during  the  period  16-21 
July,  this  was  a  mobile  guerrilla  operation  in  northeastern  Binh  Lang  and 
northwestern  Phuoc  Lcng  Provinces.  The  operation  discovered  a  VC  regiment 
and  killed  126  of  the  enemy  while  suffering  only  three  USASF  wounded,  one 
Mike  Force  soldier  killed  and  33  wounded.  See  Inclosure  14  for  after  action 
report. 

d.  Training. 

(l)  Recondo  School 
(a)  General 


NR 

USASF 

OFF 

ASSD 

EM 

ATCH'D 

OFF 

May 

5 

27 

1  ROK 

Jun 

5 

29 

1  ROK  1  AUST 

Jul 

5 

30 

2  ROK  1  AUST 

2.  During  this  reporting  period  the  MACV 
Recondo  School  received  student  classes  Ti-iy*67  through  R-2-68,  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  breakdown  of  students  by  units  and  Corps  areas  for  these  classes. 

I  CORPS  IN  DROPPED ' '  ~  .GRADUATED  COMPLETED  _  IN  TRAINING 

1st  Mar  Div  2  0  1  110 

3rd  MAF  2  11  0  0 

ROK  Marines  2  0  2  0  0 
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IT.  CORPS 


1st  Cav  Div  (AM) 

72 

24 

39 

2 

r» 

1 

Ath  Inf  Div  (-) 

41 

18 

18 

0 

5 

3/25th  Inf  Div 

12 

1 

10 

1 

0 

l/lOl  Abn  Div 

10 

2 

8 

0 

0 

ROK  Forces 

43 

5 

26 

6 

6 

Hq  Tng  Div  MACV 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

III  CORPS 

1st  Inf  Div 

48 

27 

12 

0 

9 

25th  Inf  Div(-) 

17 

7 

10 

0 

0 

173rd  Abn  Bde  (Sep) 

26 

2 

19 

0 

5 

196th  Lt  Inf  Bde 

4 

2 

2 

0 

0 

199th  Lt  Inf  Bde 

21 

4 

9 

0 

8 

9th  Inf  Div 

45 

17 

15 

2 

11 

11th  Arm  Cav  Reg 

5 

1 

4 

0 

0 

5th  SPG 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1st  I’hil  Cag 

9 

2 

4 

0 

3 

3.  The  mission 

of  the  MACV  Recondo 

School  is 

to  train  selected  personnel  f  ran  US/FVMAF  units  in  specialized  techniques  and 
skilletnecessary  to  conduct  successful  long  range  reconnaissance  operations 
in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam. 

(b)  Operations  and  Training  Activities. 

1.  Plans  -  N/A 

2.  Operations 

a  Number/ type  operation  conducted 


(1) 

Night 

Recondo  CIDG 

Attacks 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(§) 

Blocking  Actions 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1) 

Escort  Action 

9 

0 

0 

9 

(4) 

(5) 

Combat  Tatrols 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Recon  Patrols 

40 

0 

40 

0 

(6) 

Ambus he 8 

0 

80 

80 

0 

Number  of  friendly  initiated  contacts 

1 

Day 

N.W. 

Reccndo 

; 

0 

0 

0 

, 

c  VC  Losses  (Confirmed) 
(1)  VC  Killed:  0 
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(2)  VC  Captured: 

0 

(2)  VC  Wounded : 

0 

(4)  VC  Suspects; 

15 

(j>)  VC  Weapon: 

0 

d  Friendly  Losses 

USASF 

RECONDO  STD 

CIDG 

(1)  Killed 

0 

0 

0 

(2)  Wounded 

0 

0 

0 

(2)  Missing 

0 

0 

0 

(4)  Weapons  Lost 

0 

0 

0 

Training:  Recondo  classes  now  receive  a 

282  horn  POI.  See  Inclosure  9. 

(c)  Logistics.  The  MACV  Recondo  School  is  supported 
logistically  by  USARV  and  the  1st.  Logistical  Conmand. 

(2)  Dong  Ba  Tliin  VNSF  Training  Center. 


reporting  period: 


(a)  Courses  graduated  or  in  progress  during  the 


CIDG 

#23 

10 

Apr  - 

15 

May 

CIDG 

#24 

15 

May  - 

27 

Jun 

CIDG 

#25 

03 

Jul  - 

11 

Aug 

CRP 

#21 

17 

Apr  - 

21 

May 

uRr 

#22 

24 

May  - 

28 

jun 

CRP 

#23 

03 

Jul  - 

07 

Aug 

CIDG 

Radio 

#L10 

Apr  - 

28 

Aug 

LLDB 

RCT  #6 

31 

Jul  - 

102 

128 

121 

248 

232 

248 

37 


(b)  The  Basict-Airbome  Course  was  attended  by  Mike 
Force  units  from  D  &  C  Company,.  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  during  the  months 
of  May,  June  and  July.  Also  attending  were  selected  US  personnel.  A  total 
of  215  sutudents  graduated  from  the  basic  airborne  couse  during  the  reporting 
period.  The  couse  is  tagght  by  USASF  personnel  assigned  to  Detachment 
B-51.  While  the  airborne  course  is  in  session,  the  Detachment's  capability 
to  monitor  other  training  and  conduct  operations  is  decreased  because  of 
personnel  shortages. 


(c)  During  the  reporting  period  the  following 
combat  operations  were  conducted: 


QPN  SIZE  DURATION 

T-10  2  Platoons  3  Days 

T-ll°2  Platoons  3  Days 
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CQNF  1  0£H*  \  At 


CONTACTS 

Neg 

Neg 
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T-12 

2  Platoons 

3  Days 

Neg 

T-13 

8  Platoons 

5  Days 

1  VC  KIA 

T-14 

1  Tlatoons 

4  Days 

Neg 

T-15 

8  Platoons 

5  Days 

Neg 

TG16 

2  Platoons 

2  Days 

Neg 

T-18 

2  Platoons 

5  Days 

Neg 

T-19 

3  Platoons 

5  Days 

Neg 

T-20 

2  Platoons 

5  Days 

1  Squad (2  CIDG-WIA) 

T-21 

2  Platoons 

5  Days 

Neg 

T-22 

2  Platoons 

4  Days 

Neg 

(d)  The  camp  nightly  deploys  four  to  five  squad 
ambushes  or  security  patrols.  The  CIDG  leaders  cause,  the  LLDB  course  and 
the  CRP  course  conclude  with  field  training  exercises  into  areas  which  provide 
opportunity  for  enemy  contact  and  thus  add  a  degree  of  realism  and  serious¬ 
ness  to  field  training. 


(e)  Aviation:  The  tactical  airlift  liason  personnel 
provided  by  the  U.S.  Air  Force  increased  to  three  officers  in  May  1967.  The 
Group  is  now  suppo:  ted  by  the  senior  tactical  airlift  liason  officer  at  Nha 
Trang  and  one  assistant  for  C  and  B  Company  and  a  second  assistant  for  A  and 
D  Compaiy.  A  marked  improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  air  movement  operations 
at  the  forward  supply  points  has  been  noted. 

(1)  A  pocket-size  close  air  support  guide  for 
ground  commanders  was  produced.  The  guide  will  be  distributed  down  to  the 
"A"  detachments  and  will  provide  the  ground  coirmander  with  a  quick  reference 
for  minimum  safe  distance  for  each  type  of  air  delivered  munition  and  its 
pattern  of  effect. 


(2)  The  C-7A  caribou  assets  under  the  eperai- 
tionaL control  of  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  were  increased  to  eleven  air¬ 
craft  daily.  The  redistribution  of  assets  has  enambled  the  Group  to  place 
two  caribous  at  each  forward  supply  point. 

(3)  Portable  airfield  lighting  sets  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  each  "A”  detachment,  increasing  the  operational  capability  of  all 
Special  Forces  airfields  in  the  Reupulbic  of  Vietnam, 

(f)  Combat  Developments:  See  Inclosure  -8  for  a 
tunmvary  of  all  projects  currently  under  evaluation. 
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4.  (U)  LOGISTICS 

a.  General.  From  1  May  through  30  June  67  the  Logistic  Support 
Center  continued  to  provide  the  5th  SFGA's  far  flung  detac.  hraents  and  companies 
with  all  classes  of  supplies  and  up  to  and  including  5th  echelon  ordnance, 
signal  and  engineer  maintenance.  More  than  10,000  tons  of  supplies  were 
delivered  to  subordinate  units  by  all  methods  of  transportation.  Over  700 
tons  of  food,  ammunition  and  general  supplies  were  parachuted  to  isolated 
camps  and  in  support  of  special  operations. 

b.  Supply. 

(1)  Construction  of  facilities  for  a  fifth  forward  supply  point 
was  initiated  with  an  expected  completion  date  of  lc  September  1967.  This 
action  will  complete  the  decentralization  of  the  5tn  SFGA  logistics  system 
and  will  provide  a  reduced  order-ship  time  and  further  dispersal  of  supplies. 

(2)  Part  of  the  ISC  stockage  level  of  critical  supplies  and  equip¬ 
ment,  such  as  weapons  and  radios,  has  been  dispersed  to  the  Logistical  Annex 

at  Detachment  B-55  Saigon. 


(3)  A  new  ration  warehouse  has  been  completed,  allowing  the  LSC 
to  store  rice  in  large  quantities  under  optimum  storage  space.  This  allows 
ISC  to  purchase  rice  in  large  quantities  when  the  market  price  is  low.  A 
recent  purchase  of  25,000  bags  was  made  at  a  saving  of  fifty  piasters  per  bag. 


(4)  Ammunition  stockage  levels  were  reduced  from  a  sixty  to  a 

4-^4  —4- v-  J —  n  m _ _ :  i  ^  _ - _ _  r>  il  -  j.l.* _ l__  t _ i  z  „  i _ I..— 

ou xx  uj  uq jr  xcyci,  mi  dixiiuuiix oxvm  xu  cagcds  ui  unc  biu.i'0^  uakv  xcvci  xo  ucxij^ 

turned  in  to  Cam  Ranh  Bay.  A  rehabilitation  plan  to  construct  new  berms  within 
the  ammunition  dupp  has  been  implemented  vdth  an  expected  completion  date  of 
20  August  1967. 


fire  hazards. 


(5)  The  petroleum  storage  area  has  been  bermed  to  reduce  possible 


(6)  POL  and  ammunition  are  ro  longer  placed  on  the  ready  lines 
within  the  LSC.  These  supplies  are  now  moved  directly  from  their  respective 
storage  areas  to  the  aircraft  loading  ramp,  thereby  further  reducing  fire 
and  explosion  hazards. 


(7)  A  significant  movements  achievement  was  accomplished  during 
the  month  of  June  when  sea  shipment  tonnage  equaled  the  tonnage  shipped  by  air. 
This  was  the  first  time  in  5th  SFGA  history  that  sea  shipments  equalled  air 
shipments,  thereby  significantly  reducing  the  drain  on  the  in-country  airlift- 
systems.  Large  quantities  of  bulk,  low  priority  cargo  can  now  be  shipped  more 
economically  to  Danang,  Qui  Nhon,  Can  Tho,  and  Bien  Hoa,  keeping  the  high  priority 
cargo  for  aerial  port  shipment. 


(8)  A  covered,  elevated  ramp  has  been  constructed  to  allow  more 
and  larger  rigging  lines  for  the  preparation  of  loads  for  air  land  and  air 
drop.  To  decrease  aircraft  loading  time,  a  direct  access  gate  from  the  C7A 
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aircraft  parking  area  to  the  rigging  ramp  has  been  made,  and  the  area  is  now 
in  the  process  of  being  covered  with  PSP  to  provide  an  all-weather  operating 
surface  for  forklifts. 

(9)  Direct  shipment  schedules  have  been  made  with  the. Counter 
Insurgency  Support  Office  to  our  forward  supply  points  in  Danang  and  Bien  Hoa. 
These  schedules  are  designed  to  reduce  handling,  reduce  the  order-ship  time 
and  eliminate  re-shipment  from  Nha  Trang.  A  test  delivery  schedule  is  being 
made  on  rations,  cement,  and  lumber. 

(10)  A  logistical  briefing  has  been  given  to  Brig  Gen  Quang, 

LIDG  Comnander,  his  staff,  and  all  LLDB  "B"  Detachmart  Commanders. 

(11)  LSC  security  has  been  improved  by  the  addition  of  American 
grards  and  observation  towers. 

(12)  All  "A"  camp  generators  in  the  II  CTZ  are  being  standardized 
to  reduce  repair  parts  stockage  and  to  help  eliminate  repair  parts  problems. 


5.  (U)  Revolutionary  Development  Support  Activities. 

a.  The  most  significant  development  in  the  field  of  RDSA  resulted 
from  initiating  regulary  scheduled  counterpart  meetings  during  the  reporting 
period.  The  medium  of  the  joint  meeting  (i.e.  LLDB  Political  Warfare  Section 
and  5ht  SFGA  RDSA/PSYOPS)  has  effected  a  centralized  communications  channel 
for  coordinated  planning,  mutual  exchange  of  ideas  and  eventually  a  single 
program  designed  to  accomplish  bi-laterally  developed  objectives.  A  suranary 
of  the  joint  conference  is  illustrative  of  the  results  achieved  thus  far 
from  joint,  meetings. 

(1)  The  meeting  held  on  12  May  67,  resulted  in: 

(a)  A  joint  USASF/LLDB  field  trip  to  Gia  Vuc  to  analize  the 
reasons  for  the  deterioration  in  troop  morale  and  lack  of  motivation  to 
conduct  combat  operations.  CPT  Ho,  LLDB  POLWAR  Section  accompanied  OPT 
Drollinger  to  Gia  Vuc  on  14  May  67.  Joint  problem  analysis  and  corrective 
action  provided  the  LLDB  Det  CO/USASF  Det  CO  the  program  which  ultimately 
resolved  Gia  Vuc*s  troop  motivation  problem. 

(b)  A  reevaluation  of  the  organization  and  capabilities  of 
the  CIDG  CA/PSYOP  squads.  Subject  on  S-3  concurrence,  the  TOE  strength  of 
the  squads  td.ll  be  increased  fran  twelve  to  sixteen  members,  with  an  addit¬ 
ional  capability  of  expanding  to  eighteen  members  in  order  to  provide  flex¬ 
ibility  as  ,.ne  TAOR  situation  may  require.  Further,  the  size  and  composition 
of  the  squads  would  be  dictated  by  the  mission  and  TAOR  requirements  rather 
than  by  the  VNSF/USASF  detachment  size  (i.e.  C,  B,  or  A  detachments*).  The 
recommended  basic  squad  size  and  composition  is  as  follows: 

1.  Command  Elonent:  1  Team  Leader  1  Asst  Team  Leader 

2.  Political  Indoctrination  Cell:  1  Troop  Education  Spec. 

~  1  Troop  Service  Spec, 

1  Troop  Indoc trinti on 
Spec 

1  Athletic  and  Recreation 
Spec 

3.  Psychological  Warfare  Cell:  1  Intelligence  Spec 

"  1  Civil  Motivation  Spec 

1  Troop  Motivation  Spec 

4.  Audio  Visual  Cell;  2  Audio  Visual  Spec 

5.  Medical  Troop  Social 

~  Welfare  Cell:  2  Medical  Spec 

1  Social  Welfare  Spec 

6>.  PX/Commissary 

(Camp  Store)  2  Storekeeper 

(2)  The  major  objective  of  the  first  meeting  wa3  to  identify  LLDB 
TOLWAR  missions  as  assigned  by  Joint  General  Staff  RVNAF  in  order  to  determine 
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USASF  advisory  responsibilities  so  that  the  5th  SFGA  could  properly  aline 
RDSA/PSYOP  personnel  with  their  counterparts  at  all  levels.  As  a  result  of 
the  ideas  submitted,  a  joint  staff  study  was  initiated  on  1  Jun  67,  recommending 
a  combined  RDSA/PSYOPS  Section  be  organized  to  advise  the  VNSF  in  conduct  of  the 
GVN  POLWAR  Program,  RVNAF.  This  study  will  be  completed  by  15  Aug  67. 

(3).  The  meeting  held  on  18  Jul  67  resulted  in  a  mutual  exchange 
of  job  descriptions  and  delineation  of  duties  in  order  to  clarify  both 
LLDB/5th  SEGA  counterpart  responsibilities.  Each  LLDB  sub-section  chief  in 
the  POLWAR  Section  outlined  his  specific  missions  and  program  objectives. 

In  addition,  CPT  Ky,  Political  Indoctrination  Chief,  presented  the  LLDB  con¬ 
cept  of  Revolutionary  Development  supporting  accordance  with  command  guidance. 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  to  be  conducted  on  17  August  67  to  finalize 
the  program  of  instruction  for  the  CIDG  CA/l'SYOPS  squads  in  all  four  tactical 
zones  as  well  as  to  determine  *he  employment  of  these  squads  (i.e.  at  selected 
training  centers  or  company  level), 

b.  On  6  June  1967,  the  first  CIDG  rice  buying  association  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  S-5,  Co  C,  Da  Nang.  The  rice  buying  association  is  a  cooperative 
established  by  the  CIDG  under  the  guidance  of  Vietnamese  and  US  Special  Forces 
for  the  purpose  bf  buying  large  quantities  of  rice  in  Da  Nang  for  shipment 

and  sales  to  CIDG  dependents.  The  purpose  is  to: 

(1)  Provide  rice  at  a  reasonable  price  for  CIDG  dependents  liv¬ 
ing  in  remote  areas,  thus  discouraging  local  rice  purchases  at  exhorbitant 
prices. 

(2)  Protect  the  CIDG  and  their  dependents  from  unscrupulous  mer¬ 
chants  . 

(3)  Discourage  the  CIDG  from  pilfering  rice  from  the  camps. 

The  experiment  has  proven  highly  successful  and  future  implementation  of  this 
concept  is  scheduled  for  II,  III  and  IV  CTZ.  (See  Inclosure  21) 

c.  On  4  Jul  67,  a  joint  memorandum  was  issued  by  the  LLDB  POLWAR  and 
USASF  3-5  Section  of  Co  A,  Bien  Hoa,  designed  to  improve  the  standards  of 
living  for  the  CIDG  and  their  dependents  by  providing  3ubsist.nnce  and  morale 
commodities  via  an  established  commissary  system  for  all  CIDG  camps.  The 
bi-lingual  memorandum  outlined  the  60  day  trail  concept  as  follows: 

(1)  Camps  selected  to  implement  the  commissarjr  concept  were 
Tong  Le  Chon,  Trek  Klok  and  Luang  Hoa.  All  three  of  these  camps  have 
experienced  a  gradual  decline  in  troop  morale  as  a  result  of  remote  locat¬ 
ion  and  non-availability  of  such  items  as  beer,  cigarettes,  and  general 
morale  commodities. 

(2)  Supply  of  canmissaiy  goods  as  wall  as  the  monagemant  of  all 
camp  exchangos  are  the  food  contractor^  responsibility*  The  food 

23 


Revolutionary  Development  Support  Activities  (CONTD) 


contractor  supplies  tho  requested  commodities  on  a  weekly  basis  at  the  same 
time  the  fresh  food  deliveries  are  made  to  the  detachments.  Fixed  prices  are 
predetermined  and  agreed  upon  by  the  LLDB  POD'AR/bSASF  S-5  section,  Co  A, 

Bien  Hat.  Established  prices  sire  designed  to  preclude  profiteering  activities 
within  the  CIDG  camps.  The  trial  period  terminates  U  Sep  67,  and  a  project 
will  be  included  in  the  subsequent  ORLL, 

d.  Field  Evaluation:  An  extensive  evaluation  of  tte  Group's  nation¬ 
wide  ED  support  and  civic  action  programs  was  begun  during  June  67.  The 
collection  phase  of  this  evaluation  is  now  complete,  and  the  findings  and 
recommendations  are  expected  to  be  available  early  in  August.  It  is  expected 
that  this  study  wd.ll,  among  other  things,  result  in  closer  integration  of 
civic  action  and  intelligence  efforts,  much  tighter  control  on  piaster  spending, 
and  closer  alignment  of  the  USASF  advisory  structure  with  the  VNSF  POD-JAR 
functions  • 
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6.  (U)  Psychological  Operations. 

a.  There  has  been  a  significant  increase  in  coordination  and  joint 
effort  between  the  Group  FSYOPSr  Officer  and  appropriate  counterparts  in  the 
Vietnamese  Special  Forces  Political  Warfare  Section .  A  formal  conference  and 
a  number  of  informal  staff  visits  have  contributed  to  a  closer  working  rcla 
tionshipk  A  number  of  projects  are  being  jointly  considered.  They  are: 

(1)  Equipment  for  CA/PSYOP  teams 

(2)  Reorganization  of  CA/PSYOP  teams 

(3)  Lessons  (POI)  for  training  of  CA/PSYOP  teams 

(A)  Introduction  of  training  classes  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  Traihg  center 

(5)  Better  integration  of  POLWAR  activities  into  the  CIDG  program. 

b.  5th  Special  Forces  Group  has  received  a  marked  increase  in  air¬ 
craft  support  of  PSYOPS.  The  Group  presently  receives  five  times  the  number 
of  aiicraft  missions  for  the  previous  reporting  period.  Although  20^  of  the 
total  missions  requested  are  still  not  being  flown,  there  are  several  reasons. 
They  are: 

(1)  Failure  of  companies  in  the  CTZ  to  follow  through  on  missions 
requested  to  insure  all  requests  have  been  forwarded  to  the  US  Air  Force 

D.  A.  S.  C. 

(2)  Failure  to  USASF  personnel  to  properly  request  aircraft  support. 

(3)  Failure  to  USASF  to  insure  that  leaflets  and  tape  recordings 
are  supplied  to  the  US  Air  Force  properly.  Corrective  action  has  been  taken 
on  probelms  identified,  and  higher  efficiency  will  be  forthcoming. 

c.  An  increase  of  junior  officers  in  group  has  generally  improved 
the  manpower  situation  in  SF  detachments  resulting  in  an  increase  in  support 
for  PSYOPS.  The  present  manpower  status  remains  far  below  the  recognized 
needs  of  the  Group  for  PSYOPS,  however. 
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7.  (U)  Personnel  &  Administration 


a.  Unit  strength: 

(1)  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period: 

OFF  518 

WO  11 

EM  2197 

2727)" 

(2)  At  end  of  the  reporting  period: 

OFF  465 

WO  11 

m  2181 

_2657 

b.  Supply  of  hlank  foms  &  publications:  Supply  publications  has 
been  excellent.  The  supply  of  hlank  forms  is  marginal. 

c.  Assignment  Instructions  upon  DEROS:  The  late  receipt  of  assign¬ 
ment  instructions  for  personnel  deporting  this  command  upon  DEROS  continues 

to  be  a  problem.  It  is  felt  that  the  efforts  toepended  at  all  levels  to  improve 
this  situation  will  reduce  the  administrative  burden  and  improve  moral#. 

d.  Awards  and  Decorations: 

j[l)  The  following  is  the  status  of  awards  and  decorations  app¬ 
roved  during  the  reporting  .period. 


(a) 

Medal  of  Honor 

0 

(b) 

DSC 

4 

(c) 

DSM 

0 

<d) 

DFC 

4 

(e) 

Silver  Star 

48 

(f) 

Legion  of  Merit 

14 

(g) 

Soldier's  Medal 

25 

(h) 

Bronze  Star  (V) 

144 

(i) 

Bronze  Stax 

350 
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<j) 

Air  Medal  (V) 

4 

(k) 

Air  Medal 

206 

(1) 

ARCCM  (V) 

33 

(m) 

ARCCM 

96 

(n) 

Purple  Heart 

92 

(0) 

CIB 

545 

(P) 

CMB 

57 

(2)  There  are  two  recommendations  for  the  Medal  of  Honor  curr¬ 
ently  pending  at  Department  of  the  Amy:  1LT  Sisler,  George  K.,  0F110068 

and  SFC  Hoskins,  Gonier  D.,  Jr.,  RA25351557. 

e.  A&R  and  Special  Services: 

(1)  Athletic  and  Recreation  Frogram:  Fourteen  additional  weight 
lifting  sets  wore  obtained  for  use  at  the  SFOB  and  various  detachments.  Other 
athletic  equipment  has  been  ordered  and  will  be  distributed  upon  receipt. 

|2)  Special  Services:  Magazines,  paperback  books  and  newspapers 
are  mailed  directly  to  all  detachments  weekly.  A  reading  room  was  opened 
at  the  SF03.  There  are  magazines,  newspapers  and  over  1,000  paperback  and  hard 
cover  books  available;  facilities  far  studying  and  writing  letters  have  been 
installed.  A  tape  library  was  opened  in  May,  and  personnel  are  able  to  dub 
tapes,  record  tapes  to  send  home,  and  play  tapes  received  from  heme. 

f.  Tost  Exchange  Facilities:  The  SFOB  PX  annex  now  stocks  various 
items  of  electronic  equipment,  television  sets,  radios  and  numerous  other  items. 

g.  Labor/Civilian  Personnel:  In  keeping  with  MACV  objectives  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  piasters  expended,  additional  consolidation  of  activi¬ 
ties  is  planned.  All  hiring  and  firing  of  civilian  personnel  for  Group  units 
in  the  Nha  Trang  area  will  be  centered  at  the  SFOB  Civilian  Personnel  Office. 
This  will  permit  elimination  of  most  CFO  positions  at  the  other  four  offices 
in  the  Nha  Trang  area. 
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8.  (U)  Medical 


a.  Hospital  facilities:  The  C1DG  hospital  at  Company  A,  Bien  Hoa, 
has  been  performing  major  surgical  procedures  oruiCIDG  patients  since  mid-May 
67.  This  not  only  substantially  increases  the  level  of  medical  care  avail¬ 
able  to  III  CTZ  CIDG,  but  also  decreases  dependence  upon  U.S.  military  hosp- 

.I*  •  1  J  x  •  -  _  J  „  11 _  _ 


b.  Advisory  mission:  An  immeasurable  improvement  in  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Vietnamese  Special  Forces  Surgeon  and  the  5th  Special  Forces 
Group  Surgeon  was  noted  during  this  quarter •  Tangible  results  include. 

(1)  Joint  MEDCAP  operations  in  the  Nhi  Trang  area. 

(2)  Combining  the  USASF  and  VNSF  medical  facilities  at  Detach¬ 
ment  B-51  and  VNSF  Training  Center  at  Dong  Ba  Thin.  This  combination  precludes 
duplication  of  effort  a. id  of  resources  and  serves  as  one  example  of  results 
obtainable  from  excellent  advisor-counterpart  relations.  It  is  planned  that 
the  combined  facilities  viU  form  a  nucleus  for  a  projected  training  course 

in  advanced  medical  procedures  to  bo  conducted  for  VNSF  aidmen. 

(3)  A  data  file  system  on  all  medical  and  paramedical  personnel 
was  made  available  to  the  VNSF  Chief  Surgeon.  This  system  will  enable  him  to 
understand  the  personnel  resource©  controlled  by  him  and  ‘will  assist  him  in 
making  and  rotating  assignments  and  in  deciding  which  personnel  require  addi¬ 
tional  training  in  certain  fields. 

c.  Medical  civic  action;  Medical  civic  action  programs  continued. 
Civilian  outpatiaits  treated  between  1  Jan  67  through  31  Jun  67  totalled 
505,461. 


d.  Plague  prevention:  In  an  attempt  to  curtail  the  perennial  in¬ 
creases  in  the  incidence  of  bubonic  plague  in  "A"  detachment  areas.  5th 
Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  approved  the  expenditure  of  funds  for  the  purchase 
of  sufficient  plague  vaccine  from  the  Institut  Pasteur  to  immunize  143,000 
persons.  This  number  includes  all  CIDG,  their  dependents,  and  civilians  living 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  "A"  detachments  in  I  and  II  CTZ.  Immunizations 
will  begin  in  late  September  or  early  October,  1967. 

e.  Emergency  Medical  Reaction  Team:  The  EMRT,  consisting  of  one 
medical  officer  and .two  aidmen,  with  sufficient  supplies,  deployed  frem  the 
SFOE  to  Detaciunenl  A- 110,  Con  Thien,  in  mid-May  to  provide  medical  support. 

This  was  the  first  time  the  team  vis  utilized,  and  it  was  successful  in 
its  mission. 
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9.  (U)  Signal: 

a,  Airboat  communications:  The  high  noise  level  associated  with 
airboat  operations  has  made  use  of  radios  with  issue-type  handsets  impos¬ 
sible.  The  Electronic  Maintenance  section  of  the  Signal  Company  resolved 

che  problem  by  developing  a  completely  different  earphone-micrcphone-intercam 
system.  Earmuff  headsets,  such  as  those  used  by  personnel  ’■'orking  near  jet 
engines,  reduced  outside  noise  to  an  acceptable  level.  These  headsets  were 
modified  with  receiver  diaphrams  removed  from  old  headsets.  The  minrophone 
problem  was  resolved  through  the  use  of  the  Air  Force  oxygen  mask  with  a 
built-in  microphone.  An  intercom  set  between  the  gunner  and  driver  allows 
free  conversation,  and  both  individuals  can  operate  the  AN/;'RC-25.  This 
equipment  was  constructed  by  using  two  modules  from  the  AN/PRC-25,  powered 
by  the  AN/1RC--25  battery  and  packaged  with  the  neBcssary  switches  in  a  .30 
cal  ammunition  can.  The  problem  of  the  whip  antenna  in  overhanging  vegetation 
was  eliminated  by  attaching  a  wire  double, t  to  the  boat. 

b.  Communications  from  small  outbaard  craft  and  LCVT's. 

(1)  The  following  pertains  to  communications  using  AN/jRD-25's 
from  small  outboard  craft  and  LCVT's  with  normal  operating  ranges  8-12  KM. 
and  frequently  up  to  25  KM. 

(2)  Extra  precautions  must  be  taken  to  waterproof  radios  and 
handsets.  Additional  batteries  have  to  be  carried  and  kept  waterproofed 
until  put  into  operation. 

(3)  To  achieve  extended  ranges,  long  antennas  and  RC-292  exped¬ 
ient  antennas  are  frequently  required. 

(4)  Inter-communication  within  a  single  boat  is  not  required. 
Each  boat  should  have  a  means  of  communication  frem  boat  to  boat.  All  comm- 
uhication  equipment  should  bo  located  cither  against  the  bulkhead  or  in 
recessed  areas  so  as  not  to  interfer  with  personnel  movement  and  so  that 
equipment  will  be  protected  from  the  elements  as  much  as  possible. 

(5)  Preferred  operating  frequency  is  from  53-75  MHz  (high 
band) .  Many  older  helicopters  cannot  net  with  the  low  band  (30-52  KHz) 
on  a  PRC-25.  The  frequency  selected  should  fall  on  a  hundred  KHz  channel 
since  many  fixed  wing  aricraft  cannot  net  with  a  50  KHz  channel. 

(6)  Comnand  and  Control  (C&C)  Boats, 

(a)  The  GRC-125  or  an  AN/VRC-46  or  47  is  preferred  as 
the  main  CM3  radio  3ince  it  has  a  greater  range  and  the  antenna  system  is 
preferable  to  mounting  a  292-type  antenna  in  a  boat.  The  LCVL  has  a  24 
volt  power  source. 
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(b)  The  C&C  boat  must  also  have  a  back-pack  radio  so  that 
the  command  group  can,  it  necessary,  disembark  and  control  ground  operations, 

(c)  The  C&C  element  ,  shoud  have  the  ability  to  monitor  two 
nets  simultaneously.  This  facilitates  control  of  such  action  as  medical 
evacuations,  resupply  missions,  or  administrative  traffic  with  maneuver 

el emeus Is  and  also  allows  communication  with  rear  base  control  station  on  a 
frequency  other  than  the  tactical  comnand  frequency. 

(d)  Distances  and  dispersion  of  maneuver  elements  may 
require  that  a  forward  control  boat  and  an  intermediate  control  boat  be 
used.  In  all  cases  the  rear  overall  control  should  be  either  land  based  in 
a  relatively  secure  area  which  afford.,  sophisticated  communications,  or  on 
a  large  vessel  which  affords  the  same  capabilities. 

(7)  All  radio  operators  must  have  headsets  in  order  to  monitor 
transmissions  while  the  boat  engine  is  running,  headsets  are  a  necessity. 
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>  10,  (C)  Engineer. 

1.  Organization:  During  this  reporting  period,  two  significant 
activities  took  place  with  respect  to  organization.  First,  the  entire  engi¬ 
neering  effort  of  the  Group  was  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Staff 
Engineer.  The  advantages  of  this  move  are; 

a.  Simplicity  and  more  continuity  for  funding  purposes. 

b.  A  centralized  engineer  organization  within  the  Group  to 
eliminate  duplication  of  effort 

The  second  organizational  change  has  been  the  official  notification  received 
by  this  organization  that  the  31st  Engineer  Detachment  will  be  assigned  to 
replace  the  539th  Engineer  Detachment  o/a  22  Sept  6?.  The  539th  Engr  Det, 
which  is  now  in  country  on  TDY  from  the  1st  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn),  will 
then  return  to  their  home  station  in.Okinawa. 

2.  CONEX  Bunker  Design:  During  the  last  monsoon  season  in  the  delta 
region,  many  bunkers  were  flooded  resulting  in  ammunition  becoming  wet  and 
thus  malfunctioning .  Design  has  now  been  completed  for  bunkers  in  this  region. 
Basically  the  design  consists  of  placing  the  CONEX  on  its  back,  doors  up,  and 
waterproofing  the  interior.  A  protected  entrance  is  provided  at  the  top  of 

the  container.  This  design  will  keep  the  bunker  dry  at  all  times  when  the 
water  in  the  camp  is  six  feet  or  less. 

3.  Airfield  Surveys:  A  continuing  problem  in  the  Special  Forces 
camps,  especially  the  new  ones,  has  been  timely  surveys  and  classification  of 
the  airfields  so  that  the  fields  can  be  placed  in  operation  shortly  after 
construction^  Due  to  the  shortage  of  personnel,  the  USAF  has  not  been  able  to 
go  to  these  fields  as  rapidly  as  desired.  Arrangement s  were  completed  with 
the  USAF  in  May  that  will  allow  the  Group  to  classify  the  airfields  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Special  Forces  camps.  The  survey,  which  is  made  in 
accordance  with  published  USAF  standards,  is  conducted  by  a  team  from  the 
Group  consisting  of  the  Staff  Engineer,  the  TA10  and  a  representative  from 
the  Engineer  Section,  IFFV. 

A.  Prestocked  CIDG  Camps:  As  reported  in  the  last  ORLL,  two  com¬ 
plete  C1DG  camps  were  being  stocked  in  the  LSC.  During  May  and  June,  two 
camps  were  shipped,  one  to  Gamp  Mang  Buk  and  one  to  Camp  Ha  Tay,  The  concept 
of  prestocking  the  camps  in  the  ISC  and  then  shipment  directly  to  the  camp 
site  ha3  proved,  successful,  and  plans  are  being  made  to  continue  this  method 
of  camp  construction. 

5.  Camp  Construction:  The  following  is  a  progress  report  for  con¬ 
struction  program  during  tl  is  quarter; 
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Engineer  (CONrD) 

t  nr  nvrnu 

JJUU.  1  M.  XVtl 

TXTE 

CONS  UNIT 

AIRFIELD 

STATUS 

Con  Thien 

Subsurface 

MCB-4  (Seebees) 

C7A 

Completed 

Lang  Vei 

Subsurface 

MCB-H 

C-130 

Under  Cons 

Ha  Tay 

Surface 

Staff  Engr 

C7A 

Under  Cons 

Hang  Buk 

Surface 

539th  Engrs 

C7A 

Under  Cons 

Bunard 

Surface 

539th  Engrs 

C-130 

Completed 

Luong  Hoa 

Surface 

539th  Engrs 

None 

Under  Cons 

Airboat  Fac. 
Cao  Lanh 

N.A 

Contract 

None 

Completed 

Air boat  fac. 
Moc  Hoa 

N/A 

539th  Engrs 

None 

Under  Con3 
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11.  (S)  Comptroller. 

a.  GENERAL:  (U)  In  view  that  the  CIDG  Finance  is  basically  part 
of  the  5th  SPGA  Comptroller  Section,  beginning  with  this  reporting  period  all 
CIDG  Finance  activities  will  be  reported  under  the  Comptroller  Section  to 
prevent  any  duplications. 

b.  CIDG  Fundings:  (3)  During  the  reportirg  period  the  FY  1968 
Command  Operating  Budget  was  submitted  thru  proper  channels  to  Department 
of  the  Army  on  24  May  1967  and  the  FY  1969  Command  Budget  Estimate  was 
submitted  to  USAR1AC  22  June  1967  for  disposition.  Following  is  the  general 
breakdown  and  comparison  of  funds  for  FY  1967,  1968  and  1969.  For  1967 
the  Annual  Funding  Fro gram  (AFP)  and  the  actual  costs  incurred  are  listed. 


TITLE 

1967 

AFT 

ACTUAL 

1968 

AFl 

1969 

AFP 

In-Country  OMA 

45,498 

42,000 

51,209 

56,056 

Out-of-Country  OMA 

21,125 

22,600 

24,835 

25,467 

FEMA 

31.210 

26,000 

22*i26 

28.409 

TOTAL 

$97,835 

$90,600 

(a) 

$105,240 

(b) 

$109,932 

(c) 

(1)  Excess  funds  of  7.2  million  dollars  were  generated  by: 

a.  Over-budget  in  l'EMA  -  primarily  in  ammunition  which 
decreased  from  $24.0  to  $11.1  million.  Increasing  of  ‘thlr  but’ jet  projects 
caused  a  net  decrease  in  i  FMA  of  only  $5.2  million. 

b.  Short  fall  in  the  number  of  troops  recruited  was  due 
to  slippagein  the  conversion  of  DIE  '<  troops  to  the  Rp/l  F  program. 

(2)  The  budget  for  FY  1968  is  based  upon  a  gradual  increase 
in  company  equivalents  from  336  at  year-end  1967  to  337  at  year-end  1968. 
The  FY  63  budget  is  a  $4.7  million  decrease  from  the  approved  Fy  66  budget 
estimate  of  109.9  million  dollars. 

(3)  Budget  for  FY  1969  is  based  upon  33?  company  equivalents 
for  the  entire  year. 

(4)  Approximately  12%  of  the  in-country  OMA  is  used  to  pay 
salaries  and  subsistence  of  the  CIDG  troops.  A  10$  increase  has  been 
included  in  FY  1968  and  FY  196°  budget,  in  anticipation  of  an  expected 
pay  increase. 

c«  CIDG  Fund  Audits:  (U)  Unannounced  on-site  audits  of  26 
detachments  were  completed  by  CIDG  Finance  auditors.  Findings  of  these 
audits  indicated  improvement  in  all  areas  of  reporting  and  that  proper 
accountability  of  funds  is  being  maintained.  Main  shortcomings  note.' 
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in  some  detachments  were  the  purchase  of  non-oxpendcble  items  without  the 
prior  approval  of  the  Group  S-4. 

d.  Iroject  Numbers:  (u)  Ki'fective  1  July  1967,  a  project  numuer 
system  wp.s  established  for  approved  construction  projects.  The  project  number 
will  provide  a  better  means  of  identifying  and  compiling  cost  data  for  the 
Comptroller  Section.  Thus  far  in  FY  1968,  $73,883.75  has  been  approved  for 

19  construction  projects. 

e.  Non-Appropriated  Fund:  (U)  A  comparative..  Balance  Sheet  and 
Comparative  1  rofit  and  Loss  Statements  based  on  monthly  input  from  the  unit3 
concerned  has  been  established  for  each  "B"  and  "C"  detachment  operating  a 
mess  association.  As  monthly  financial  reports  are  posted  and  trends  are 
developed,  analysis  of  these  trends  can  now  be  trade,  and  units  concerned  are 
notified  to  take  corrective  action. 

f.  Civilian  Personnel  TD:  (U)  A  review  of  the  indigenous  civi¬ 
lian  personnel  at  the  SPOB  was  'completed  2$  June  1967.  As  a  result  of  this 
survey,  the  civilian  TD  was  revised  and  updated.  The  new  TD  of  505  posi¬ 
tions  eliminated  54  old  positions,  added  48  new  positions  with  a  net  reduction 
of  6  positions.  This  reduction  of  6  positions  will  save  approximately 
$7,319  annually.  Thirty-one  of  the  new  positions  were  used  to  expand  the 
carpet  ter  shop,  R&U  and  electrical  sections.  In  addition  to  the  TD  strength, 
a  63-oan  temporary  labor  force  was  organized  to  support  SFOB  construction 
projects.  A  saving  of  $50,000  to  $60,000  will  be  realized  by  employing  this 
construction  section  to  reduce  the  number  of  construction  projects  contracted 
out  to  local  contractors. 


CONFIDENTIAL  j 

1$  August  1967  | 

Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967  j 

SECTION  2  (C)  COMMANDERS 1  OBSERVATIONS  AND  RECOMMEND AT  IONS  ! 

Observations  (Lessons  Learned). 

(U)  Personnel!  None 

(C)  Operations ! 

a.  ITEM;  Attack  on  Lang  Vei,  U  May  1967.  (Source  Co  C) 

(1)  DISCUSSION:  Enemy  initiated  the  attack  at  031$.  -Observation ; 

The  enemy  is  increasingly  attacking  between  the  hours  of  0200  and  0^00.  In¬ 
creased  vigilance  and  alertness  aro  required  during  this  period.  * 

(2)  DISCUSS  ION  t  The  attack  was  preceded  by  small  arms  and  rocket 
fire.  Observation*:  ThsTenemy  realizes  the  advantages  of  employing  direct  fire 
initially  due  to  greater  accuracy.  The  security  screen  must  be  in  sufficient 
depth  from  the  camp  to  keep  the  enemy  out  of  direct  fire  range. 

(3)  DISCUSSION:  Tho  assault  force  consisted  of  relatively  few 
people.  Observation:  he  assault  will  not  necessarily  be  executed  by  a  large 
force.  A  small f  woll-rehearsed  assault  against  a  camp's  weak  point  can  be  just 
as  dangerous. 

(It)  DISCUSSION  1  Th8  attack  was  aided  from  inside  the  camp  by  VC 
who  had  infiltrated  the  C1DG  units  posing  as  recruits.  The  attackers  had  a 
detailed  knowledge  of  specific  targets  inside  the  camp  and  were  oriented  toward 
those  targets.  Observation :  Effective  counterintelligence  is  essential.  The  , 

loyalties  of  all  personnel  in  the  camp  must  be  determined  and  frequently  re¬ 
viewed.  See  also  item  lja  bolow.  ' 

t 

($)  DISCUSSION:  The  detachment  commander  and  10  were  killed  and  , 

the  team  sergeant  wounded'  simultaneously  in  the  same  bunker.  Observation:  Key 
personnel  must  be  dispersed  throughout  the  camp  at  all  times.  Alternate  ccatmand  ! 

posts  must  be  established  and  manned.  ; 

(6)  DISCUSSION:  Radar  bombing  missions  were  not  called  immediately  ! 

in  support  of  the  camp..  Pose rvat ion:  Plan  with  the  Air  Force  to  provide  support.  i 

Establish  primary  and  alternate  means  for  requesting  support.  Rehearse  the  plan 

to  insure  it  will  work.  The  7th  Air  Force  has  tasked  specific  units  to  support 

each  camp.  Find  out  who  they  are,  how  you  can  use  them  and  procedur.  s  for  re-  ! 

questing  immediate  support.  Insure  all  USASF  and  VNSF  personnel  know  procedures. 

Post  procedures  in  TOC.  j 

(7)  DTSCfsSllK:  No  artillery  was  employed  during  the  first  hour  I 

of  the  enemy  attaclc."  ~A  considerable  amount  of  time  elapsed  before  on-call 

artillery  at  Camp  Khe  Sanh  was  registered  accurately  enough  to  provide  any 

supporting  fires.  Observation:  The  artillery  fire  plan  is  an  integral  part  I 
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of  the  camp  reaction  plan,  and  it  must  be  exercised  occasionally  to  Insure 
effectiveness.  Commanders  should  take  the  time  to  plan  and  coordinate  care¬ 
fully  with  their  supporting  units.  In  order  to  be  timely  and  effective  the 
artillery  must  have  a  current  fire  plan  for  the  camp  and  be  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  conduct  registrations  period! oaliy  in  the  target  area,  'Then 
alerts  are  called  and  there  is  preplanned  artillery  within  range,  the  support 
artillery  FDC  should  be  alerted  as  well  as  the  camp  personnel,  and  where  possible 
the  camp  should  call  for  some  concentration  fires  or  at  least  illuminating  flares, 

(8)  DISCUSSION:  The  c. oirrmmi  cations  bunker  with  all  radio  equipment 
except  a  PRC-2f>  was'  destroyed  in  the  initial  mortar  barrage.  With  the  primary 
moans  Ou.  communications  lost,  the  detachment  members  had  to  relay  all  radio 
traffic  through  CIC  elements  in  Khe  Sanh.  Observation:  An  alternate  means  for 
notifying  support  elements  of-  attack  should  W  available.  This  means  should  be 
checked  out  frequently  to  insure  its  reliability®  A  possible  method  is  frequent, 
planned  communications  checks  with  the  artillery  unit  in  support  of  the  Special 
Forces  camp. 


(9)  DISCUSSION:  Both  the  USASF  detachment  commander  and  VNSF 
camp  conmander  in  "EW  C  IDG  camp  exercise  a  relatively  limited  span  of  control. 

When  critical  control  positions  are  neutralized,  command  control  is  all  but 
eliminated  and  leaves  the  CIDG  completely  without  leadership  and  fire  support. 
Observation:  Coirananders  in  the  camp  should  assign  certain  VNSF  and  or  USASF 
personnel  to  man  key  positions  on  the  defensive  wall.  Preferably  they  should 
be  near  automatic  weapons  positions  and  in  such  a  location  as  to  facilitate 
assumption  of  local  command  in  the  event  certain  key  defensive  positions  are 
knocked  out,  CIDG  forces  should  know  that  when  a  crew  served  weapon,  such  as 
a  machine  gun  in  a  bunker,  is  knocked  out,  other  CIDG  personnel  should  auto¬ 
matically  man  the  weapon,  if  it  is  still  operable. 

(10)  DISCUSSION:  Most  of  the  CH>G  personnel  killed  and  wounded  were 
the  result  of  mortar  firo  during  the  It  Hay  attack  on  Lang  Vei.  All  these 
casualties  were  in  their  fighting  positions.  Most  of  the  casualties  occurred 
because  fighting  positions  were  not  capable  of  providing  complete  protection 
for  the  individual  soldier.  They  were  oriented  to  protect  the  firer  from  flat 
trajectory  fire  fran  outside  the  wire,  not  indirect  fire  or  direct  fire  from  in¬ 
side  the  camp.  Observation :  CIDG  personnel  at  Lang  Vei  were  in  their  fighting 
positions  when  the  mortar  attack  occurred.  Had  the  positions  provided  overhead, 
side  and  rear  protection  as  well  as  forward  protection,  casualties  as  a  result 
of  this  mortar  attack  would  have  been  minimized. 

(11)  DISCUSSION:  A  practice  alert  was  conducted  each  night  for  the 
two  nights  preceding  'the"  mortar  attack  on  Camp  Lang  Vei.  The  CIDG  camp  personnel 
were  intimately  familiar  with  their  individual  responsibilities.  This  undoubtedly 
saved  a  large  number  of  lives  and  probably  saved  the  camp.  Observation:  The 
defensive  force  must  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  required  action  once  an 
attack  has  begun.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  frequent  practice  alerts  stressing 
those  points  of  known  weaknesses;  i.e,,  suspected  attack  points,  bands  of  fire 
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not  interlocking,  personnel  not  cognizant  of  required  actions,  DS  artillery 
not  having  fire  support  plans,  etc.  The  practice  alert  should  be  unannounced 
and  at  unusual  times  throughout  the  day  and  night.  If  the  camp  has  an  alert 
or  reaction  force  their  actions  should  bo  integrated  into  the  overall  bUuuiiiu 
of  camp  reaction  and  actually  rehearsed  by  creating  simulated  conditions. 

(12)  CIS CUSHION :  The  relative  inaccessibility  of  the  -  oaches  to 
the  o as  bom  portion  of  CampT'Lang  Vei  causod  camp  personnel  to  gencu^.y  dis¬ 
count  the  possibility  of  attack  o:i  this  sector,  Bocauso  of  the  steepness  of 
the  hill  camp  personnel  neglected  proper  security  measures  and  failed  to  clear 
and  pi-ovide  adequate  fields  of  fire  for  automatic  weapons.  Observation < 

Difficult  terrain  is  definitely  an  advantage  in  bolstering  camp  defenses,  but 
tho  advantages  must  be  positively  exploited,  not  used  as  a  crutch.  The  cany 
commander  must  mate  pointed  efforts  at  impressing  upon  his  personnel  tho  Im¬ 
portance  of  maintaining  vigilance  on  unlikely  as  well  as  likely  avenue  o  of 
approach.  He  must  Insure  that  warning  devices,  barriers,  and  firing  positions 
aro  adequate  throughout  y  comp. 

b.  ITEM:  Attack  on  Con  Thion,  8  May  196?.  (Source  Gp  S3) 

(1)  DISCUSSION:  Enemy  initiated  attack  at  0230  hours.  (T  nervation: 
Enemy  is  conducting  mcs’t’Ta  jer  assaults  between  the  hours  of  0200  and  Oh 00, 

(2)  DISCUSS  TON:  The  attack  was  not  preceded  by  enemy  proparatory 
fires-  The  enomy  moved ”iuco  forward  assault  positions  undetected.  No  fore¬ 
warning  of  the  attack  occurred  until  the  enemy  opened  up  with  automatic  aid 
rocket  fire  against  local  security  elements.  Observation:  The  attacks  against 
Special  Forces  camps  aro  ro  longer  signalled  by  mortar/preparatory  fires.  The 
enemy  my  attempt  to  move  large  forces  undetected  into  close  proximity  of  friendly 
installations  and  overrun  the  camp  through  surprise  and  mass,  supported  by 
preplanned  rocket  and  automatic  firo.  Local  security  elements  must  bo  at  a 
sufficient  distance  out  from  camp  to  provide  adequate  time  for  the  defenders 

to  cone  to  a  full  alert  status  in  the  event  contact  is  made, 

(3)  DTSGUf U~CU:  Tho  enemy  was  able  to  move  forces  undetected 
across  a  200  metor  opining  adjacent  to  the  camp.  Observation :  An  effective 
security  screen  13  essential,,  Illumination  must  be  employed  periodically 
during  the  hours  of  darkness ,  Every  means  must  be  employed  to  detect  enemy 
movement. 


(U)  DISCI 53 ION:  Ones  oontaert  was  made  a  heavy  volume  of  well- 
aimed  direct  rod  indirocfTire  was  placed  on  the  camp.  This  included  small 
arms,  automatic  weapons,  flame  thrower,  grenades,  UOmm  roc  tots  and  mortar  fire. 
Observation:  The  enemy  ha3  the  capability  of  close  fire  coordination  and 
control.' can  and  docs  develop  a  detailed  fire  support  plan. 

(5)  DISCUSSION:  The  enemy  employed  bangalore  torpedoes  and 
satchel  charges  toHEroacK"  tTha  defensive  wire, 
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Observation >  Defensive  wire  must  be  employed  In  depth  with  much  more  emphasis 
on  tanglefoot,  and,  where  possible,  coordinated  with  other  barriers  which  are 
not  as  susceptible  to  explosive  breaahlng,  i.e,,  moats.  All  barriers  must  be 
under  continuous  observation  and  covered  by  automatic  weapons .  Barriers  muse 
be  protected. 


(6 )  DISCUSSION  1  The  enemy  attack  was  directed  at  a  point  where 
the  Marine  defenses  were  tied  into  the  ClDO  defenses.  Observation 1  The  enemy 
recognizes  the  fact  that  boundaries  are  Inherently  weakT  Critical  portions  of 
the  perimeter  should  not  be  split  between  two  unite.  Defensive  boundaries  must 
ba  reinforced  through  the  Increased  use  of  barriers.  The  importance  of  close 
coordination  between  adjacent  units  cannot  be  overstressed, 

(7)  DlSCUBSIONi  Once  the  perimeter  was  breached,  the  defenders 
fell  back  to  previously  prepared  defensive  positions  within  the  perimeter. 
Observation!  In  view  of  the  fact  that  any  position  can  be  penetrated,  all  carps 
must  have'  successive  and  mutually  supporting  defensive  positions.  Barriers 

and  forward  positions  must  be  constructed  so  as  to  minimize  their  value  if  the 
enemy  were  to  overrun  them.  The  fact  that  this  camp  had  successive  and  mutually 
supporting  defense  positions  contributed  directly  and  in  the  main  to  their  ability 
to  repulse  the  attack, 

(8)  DISCUSSION!  Once  the  perimeter  was  penetrated,  the  enemy 
concentrated  the  attach  on  Vhe  command  bunker,  cortno  hunters  and  US  team  house. 
Observation!  The  enemy  continues  to  concentrate  on  vital  targets  within  the 
objective  area.  Counterintelligence  is  most  important  in  order  to  deny  the 
eneay  target  information.  Alternate  positions  for  key  Installations  are 
essential. 


(9)  DISCUSSION  1  Communications  were  lost  irram dlately  with  higher 
and  supporting  headquarters.  Observation!  Alternate  communications  facilities 
are  essential.  Provision  must  be  made  to  place  PM  radios  where  they  are  readily 
available  to  predesignated  individuals.  When  attack  can  be  anticipated,  piu- 
positicning  of  FM  radios  on  the  perimeter  is  advisable. 

(10)  PIS  CUSS ION  t  During  the  attack  several  sandbag  hardened  CONES 
biinkers  sustained  direct  bibs  from  mortar  rounds  and  direct  fire  rockets.  Other 
than  a  temporary  impairment  of  tearing  to  personnel  in  the  bunkers,  no  damage  nor 
casualties  resulted  from  these  hits.  Observation  1  These  bunkers  when  constructed 
with  care  are  extremely  effective  defensive  positions. 

(11)  DISCUSSION!  Because  of  the  immediate  loss  of  communications, 
notice  of  the  attack  to  supporting  units  was  delayed.  Observation!  A  system  of 
continuous  communications  with  higher  headquarters  must  be  in  effect,  and  must 
include  a  provision  for  frequent  contacts.  Any  loss  of  contact  must  immediately 
be  Investigated  by  the  supporting  unit,  to  include  sending  a  FAC  or  VR  aircraft 
aloft. 
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(12 )  DISCUSSION:  The  anenjy  continued  the  attack  well  into  the 
late  afternoon.  Obearvatlcn :  The  eneny  evidently  anticipated  a  rapid  victory. 
When  this  was  not  achieved,  they  continued  the  attack  scorning  the  inevitable 
consequences. 


c.  HEM*  Small  Unit  Tactics  In  The  Delta  Region.  (Source  A4A1) 

DISCUSSION:  In  the  area  surrounding  My  Phuoo  Tay  many  village 
guerrilla  teams ,  consisting  of  between  20  to  30  men,  were  located  throughout 
the  area  of  operations.  Upon  seeing  a  company  also  force  of  CIDO  on  a  daylight 
search  and  destroy  operation,  the  VC  element  would  withdraw,,  The  terrain  through¬ 
out  the  operational  axes  consisted  of  rloe  peddios  and  numerous  canals,  bordered 
by  heavy  vegetation.  This  enabled  tho  enomy  to  observe  the  alas  of  the  CIDO 
elements  while  they  were  a  till  2000  to  3000  miters  away  from  the  emevy  positions, 
allowing  ample  time  to  decide  whither  to  engage  or  withdraw. 

OBSERVATION:  To  counter  this,  th«  following  method  was  used.  While 
conducting  dayl'igWt'  search  and  destroy  operations,  the  lead  platoon  always  moved 
at  least  one  terrain  future  in  front  of  the  main  body.  This  meant  that  it  was 
one  tree  and  a  canal  line  in  front  of  thr/  main  forot  at  all  times.  Bsoauae  of 
this,  the  VC  were  only  able  to  observe  a  force  of  between  20  to  30  men  at  one 
time.  This  would  ;;ir*  the  appearance  of  a  platoon  Bite  operation,  and  the 
enemy  would  ohoose  to  engage  rather  than  floe.  The  speolal  Instructions  given 
to  thB  lead  platoon  were  to  always  stay  in  oontaot  once  it  was  initiated  and  to 
move  in  as  close  as  possible  to  the  enesy  positions .  As  soon  as  a  firm  oontaot 
was  made,  artillery  fire  from  the  155mm  howitsera  located  at  )Qr  Phouo  Tay  would 
seal  off  the  enony'a  escape  routes,  vntiila  this  was  being  done,  the  main  CIDO 
for  oo  was  a  till  oonoealed  in  tho  next  wood  line  away  from  the  firelight.  The 
ability  to  flank  a  fixed  enesy  position  in  this  kind  of  terrain  wee  the  bey 
to  success  on  this  type  of  operation,  "bile  the  lead  platoon  kept  the  enesy 
force  in  contact,  artillery  sealed  off  tho  escape  routes,  thus  keeping  the 
enemy  in  their  bunkers  or  killing  many  of  them  ee  they  tried  to  eooapa.  The 
main  CIDO  elements  were  thus  able  to  at  took  suooeei  fully  from  the  enemy's  flank 
and  overrun  his  positions.  Ae  basic  ae  this  tootle  ■seem,  it  wee  eueaeasful  on 
many  operations.  This  ability  to  deoeive  the  enemy  ee  to  your  true  strength  and 
thereby  tempting  him  to  hit  what  ho  bellows  to  he  a  email  unit  hag  aeeounted 
for  many  VC  kills  in  Hy  Phouo  Tay  area, 

d,  CTPii  NVA  use  of  Wounded  uersannei  ee  aei«  i  uree  Oo  i) 

DISCUSSION:  On  the  morning  of  6  Hay,  derlnt  «  lh>  ikjaek  f > 
operation,  the"  rri  11a  foroe  wee  in  a  defensive  *t  r  after  having 

been  in  a  series  of  moderate  to  hosvy  oontaot*  wi^h  aletsnto  *•  'he  IbMl  NVA 
Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  previous  day,  THrwiftewt  the  -hi  the  ensc y 
had  unsuccessfully  probed  and  attempted  to  Inf  titrate  the  fwrim  *#*i  At  flAOO, 
troops  on  one  end  of  the  perimeter  reported  that  mm  NVA,  Sggare  > A|r  *  minded,  was 
crawling  ten  maters  outside  of  their  position.  Three  UlABf  Meet  to  the  area 
with  the  intention  jf  taking  a  prisoner,  before  they  could  got  to  the  wounded 
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soldier,  however,  the  RDF  recan  platoon  leader  shot  at  him.  Immediately  after 
the  first  shot,  enemy  troops  who  were  deployed  approximately  twenty  meters 
outside  of  the  perimater  opened  fire  with  seven  or  eight  automatic  weapons  „ 
Obviously,  the  wounded  NVA  had  been  used  as  bait  for  a  trap,  ana  the  first 
shot  was  the  signal  to  open  firs.  The  next  day,  during  the  withdrawal  of  an 
outpost  which  was  about  100  meters  outside  of  the  peri  9 tar,  an  M3F  soldier 
was  wounded  and  captured.  The  NVA  then  held  the  prisoner  apprcscisntely  twenty 
meters  outside  of  the  friendly  positions  and  bayoneted  him  periodically  during 
the  next  six  hours  in  an  attempt  to  lure  friendly  troops  out  of  their  positions. 

OBSBHVATIOMi  The  enemy  has  no  scruples  against  tne  use  of  cruelty 
and  human  suffering  to  accomplish  his  objectives.  IB  personnel  should  be  con¬ 
stantly  aware  of  this  fast  and  resist  the  impulse  to  rush  to  the  aid  of  wounded 
without  first  giving  careful  consideration  to  security. 

s.  JETSHs  Escape  and  Evasion.  (Source  Co  C) 

JJ3CIBSJ0K!  On  25  July  1967,  a  150  man  force  from  Camp  Tien  Fhuoc 
became  engaged  with  an  estimated  reinforced  company  of  Viet  Cong.  As  a  result 
of  this  encounter,  the  Camp's  Executive  Officer,  1LT  Eckhardt,  was  reported  missing 
in  action,  A  search  force  was  dispatched  to  the  battle  area,  but  had  no  success. 

Ch  28  July,  a  civilian  discovered  LT  Eckhardt  walking  toward  camp.  He  concealed 
l»ia  in  his  hut  and  returned  to  inform  the  camp  of  his  location.  The  camp  then 
dispatched  a  helicopter  to  return  LT  Eckhardt  to  safety. 

OBSERVATIONS! 

(1)  That  the  "A"  camp  fire  illumination  at  regular  intervals  (15  rain) 
during  the  ni$it  in  order  to  assist  missing  persons  in  reorienting  themselves,  if 
necessary  (it  was  in  LT  Eckhardt •&  case). 

(2)  That  the  small  lightweight,  red  and  orange  panel  be  carried  by 

all  USASF. 

(3)  That  at  least  one  radio  remain  under  US/iSF  control  at  all  tines, 

f.  BBU  Combat  Operations.  (Source  Co  A) 


btaCUSSICn  t  During  the  past  quarter,  owfeat  operations  hare  been  in¬ 
ert  as  ed  by  all  Jfflu  camps,  with  the  exception  of  Prek  Kick  and  Duong  IToa.  Prek 
Kick,  beset  with  internal  problems ,  had  virtually  no  operations  employed,  and 
thus  was  the  target  of  innumerable  VC  mortar  attacks.  Luang  Hoa,  a  newly 
established  camp,  initially  had  an  AHVN  ranger  battalion  performing  operations 
and  security.  In  many  instances,  these  operations  were  inadequate,  because  they 
were  not  deployed  in  great  distances  throughout  the  TAOR,  As  a  result,  the  VC 
were  able  to  penetrate  the  area  and  attack  the  camp  with  mortars,  rockets,  and 
small  arms  fire.  Fortunately,  these  situations  liars  been  corrected  to  sudh  ex¬ 
tent  that  has  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  enemy  sneak  mortar  attacks. 
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OBSERVATpy »  '•'  .th  rare  exoeption,  it  has  bean  proved  that  C33K3 

camps  having  excellent  rapport  between  USASF  counterparts  were  camps  that  had 
well  dis eiplined  troops  and  caiducted  igorous  operations  continuous .y.  These 
campe  also  had  the  hif  lest  degree  of  successes  -  and  the  VC  usually  gave  their 
TACR's  a  wide  berth.  X  prime  example  -  thougi  not  during  this  reporting  period- 
was  Camp  Bu  Dop  from  Jan  to  Mar  67.  Bu  Dop  had  strong  leadership,  highly  trained 
awl  disodplinad  troops,  end  conducted  continuous  well  planned  operations.  During 
this  period  Bu  Oot>'  aooounled  for  more  enemy  dead  than  all  other  camps  in  HI 
Carps.  Aggressive,  c<  ntimows  operation  with  unlimited  stratagems  will  keep 
the  eneny  off  balance  and  reduce  his  capabilities  to  mass  main  foroe  echelons 
far  ground  attacks)  sneak  mortar  attacks j  or  to  infiltrate  assets  within  camps. 

g.  ITEM  1  Night  Observation  from  0-13  aircraft.  (Source  B-*>2) 

DISCUSS  ION  t  An  experiment  was  conducted  with  an  aerial  observer 
utilizing  the  Starlight  Scope  frets  ar.  C-1E  aircraft  during  late  evening  flints. 
Flying  at  an  altitude  of  1000  feet  to  lisOO  feet  above  the  ground,  objects  were 
very  distinguishable.  The  success  of  this  experiment  culminated  in  the  sitting 
and  eventual,  destruction  of  one  enemy  truck  by  TAC  air.  The  only  limitation 
noted  was  the  inadequacy  of  light  necessary  to  fly  by  at  low  altitudes. 

QB3BHVATICM*  The  Starlight  Scope  has  great  potential  for  niept 
aerial  observation. 

h.  iTHMt  Proper  Selection  of  RON* 8.  (Source  B-33) 

DISCUSSION  t  CIDG  operations  often  juut  stop  anywhere  alone,  thoir 
general  route  0?  advance  and  establish  a  RON,  If  ¥0  are  trailing  the  operation, 
as  they  frequently  do,  the  friendly  position  is  fitwi  by  the  VC,  The  VC  could 
then  eleot  to  attack  the  friendly  operation  at  a  time  of  their  own  choosing  or 
formulate  plana  to  ambush  the  friendly  operation  t long  their  route  of  march, 

OBSERVATION t  Select  RON’s  at  least  1000  meters  from  the  operation's 
general  route' "a?"marohJ  "in  addition  to  the  security  provided,  it  will  not  yield 
the  next  day’s  initial  direction  of  march.  The  saw.,  result  could  he  obtained  by 
circling  back  to  RON  on  the  route  of  march,  moving  out  in  a  new  direction  the 
next  morning. 

i«  ITEM*  f Igntlling  Aircraft  at  Night,  (Source  K-52 ) 

DISCUSSION i  Colored  smoke  cannot  bs  scan  at  night,  and  the  use  of 
flares  givas  sway  the  ‘unit’s  position, 

OBSERVATION ;  During  a  nifgit  extraction  under  the  light  of  aircraft 
flares  it  vas”2BscoverSi ’that  a  signal  mirror  oculd  be  utilized  to  signal  friendly 
aircraft.  Pilots  reported  that  the  emission  of  reflected  light  was  strong  and 
more  than  adequate  for  signalling  purposes,  An  important  advantage  over  other 
lights  is  that  the  signal  is  directional  and  light  is  not  cast  in  all  directions, 
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ITEMs  Position  Check  for  Combat  Petrols.  (flour oe  B-33) 

DISCUSSION *  Combat  patrols  requiring  position  a he ok  from  the  RAO 
can  greatly  assist  -the  pilot  with  the  use  of  the  eurvlval  or  signal  mirror#  3h 
almost  all  instances  the  person  on  the  ground  oan  see  the  aircraft  after  one 
orbit  whan  it  arrives  in  the  general  area,  however,  it  may  t aim  several  orbits 
before  the  pilot  can  sight  a  panel  through  the  jungle*  With  a  little  practice 
the  survival  mirror  in  adequate  sunlight  oan  attraot  the  pilot'e  attention  to 
the  position  more  quickly  than  any  other  means.  This  1'  not  only  an  expeditious 
moans  but  also  precludes  the  F/C  from  having  to  oiroio  oh#  area  continuously  and 
thereby  unnecessarily  comprcmising  the  friendly  position. 

OBSERVATION*  Obtain  an  adequate  number  of  aig-iel  mirrors  so  that 
each  "A"  team  has  at  least  one  available  for  their  operations. 

k*  HEM*  Search  &  Destroy  Methods  and  Ambush  Techniques.  (Source  B-3$) 

DISCUSSION  *  On  29  May,  a  search  and  destroy  operation  consisting 
of  one  CIDG  company,  one  CRP,  one  LIDB,  and  two  U3ASF,  was  conducted  in  the  area 
to  the  south  of  Tra  Cu  CIDG  camp.  Infantry  battalions  from  the  US  25>th  Division 
were  then  conducting  large  scale  operations  in  known  VC  base  areas  along  the  Vam 
Co  Dang  River.  Familiarity  with  the  VC  base  areas  and  resupply  routes  allowed 
the  CIDG  force  to  accurately  predict  the  resupply  routes  which  would  probably 
be  used  to  support  the  VC  in  the  areas  then  being  cleared  by  the  IB  elements. 
Through  a  series  of  aggressive  and  well  disciplined,  night  ambushes,  the  enemy 
sustained  losses  of  eight  VC  K1A,  two  US  carbines,  two  Chicom  carbines,  three 
sets  of  web  gear,  miscellaneous  knives,  spears,  clothing  and  cooking  pots,  five 
hand  grenades,  l£0  pounds  of  fresh  fiih,  miscellaneous  food  supplies  and  documents 
CIA,  and  ten  sampans,  two  sampan  motors,  kerosene  and  cooking  oil,  unknewn 
number  of  5»7ma  RR  or  8lmn  mortar  rounds,  miscellaneous  small  arms  rounds,  and 
four  structures  destroyed.  This  was  accomplished  with  no  friendly  casualties. 

OBSBRl  iTIQNS' 

(1)  CIDG  units  can  effectively  support  larger  scale  US  operations 
by  saturation  patrolling  or  ambushing  of  likely  resupply  routes  into  the  US  area 

of  op6  rations « 

(2)  A  successful  night  ambush  is  one  of  the  most  effective 
psychological  operations  that  can  be  conducted. 

(3)  In  swampy  terrain  during  the  dry  season,  VC  resupply  routes 
are  extremely  limited  and  by  continued  through  patrolling,  these  resupply  routes 
oan  be  detected  and  neutralized, 

(U)  Might  ambush  fire  discipline  is  difficult  to  maintain  and  must 
be  thoroughly  rehearsed  and  explained  prior  to  operations  departing. 
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(55  lh  swampy  areas,  very  seldom  does  a  ground  security  element 
accccipary  VC  boat  resupply  movements .  This  males  these  sampans  very  susceptible 
tc  ssiyjshvS  at  rsKgss  o£  t?fo  or  thros  fop  b* 

(6)  Claymore  mines  could  be  used  for  these  ambushes  and  small  arms 
fire  should  be  avoided  unless  absolutely  necessary.  The  sound  of  the  Claymores 
detonating  trill  resemble  the  sound  of  normal  artillery  harassment  and  inter¬ 
diction  fires,  thereby  allowing  multiple  ambushes  on  the  same  canal  during  one 
night. 

(7)  Tracing  of  known  resupply  routes  can  provide  reliable 
Intelligence  for  probable  locations  of  base  areas  and  cache  sites.  (NOTE: 
tracing  of  this  resupply  route  resulted  In  capture  of  a  battalion  resupply 
cache  by  a  subsequent  operation  )• 

l.  HEM:  NVA  Tactics.  (Source  A~2bh) 

DISCUSSION:  In  the  action  near  Dak  To.,  lln-17  .Ju.te,  two  NVA  tactics 
be  cam  apparent.  First,  the  NVA  wern  quite  sure  that  another  oparatinn  would  re¬ 
turn  to  recover  the  fiiendly  bodies  that  were  left  after  the  initial  contact. 
Consequently  they  had  set  up  a  reinforced  caapscy  in  a  D-shapo-d  ambush  at  the 
contact  site.  The  ambunh  was  well  planned  and  axtivmely  effective*  Second, 
when  a  bomb  strike  was  being  delivered,  the  enemy  spontaneously  rushed  the  friendly 
element  in  order  to  escape  the  killing  zone  . 

OBSERVATION:  Utmost  caution  should  be  exercised  whe:a  conducting 
body  recovery  and  similar  missions  which  are  dictated  by  social  and  moral,  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  thus  may  be  obvious  to  the  enemy.  The  "hugging"  tactic  can  be  spoiled 
by  increasing  the  volume  of  fire  imnediately  before  the  strike,  pinning  the  enemy 
down  and  precluding  an  opportunity  for  his  rush. 

m.  ITEM:  Defense  Against  Snipers.  (Source  B~35) 

DISCUSSION:  During  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Hiep  Hoa, 
casualties  were  inflicted  by  VC  snipers  positioned  in  trees. 

CBSSRVATION :  When  moving  through  heavily  wooded  areas  while  in 
contact  with  enemy  forces ,  friendly  forces  must  be  oriented  to  cover  not  tally 
their  front,  flanks,  anti  rear,  but  also  personnel  uwt  be  appointed,  to  oo*i»r 
all  tree  tope  and  overhead  foliage  for  possible  enemy  snipers. 

n.  1TBit  VC  Tactics.  (Source  B-32) 

DISCUSSION  t  In  Tsy  Ninh  Province  a  pattern  of  VC  initiated  squad 
and  platoon  size  ambushes  on  trail  elements  of  CIDQ  company  size  operations  has 
been  noted. 

OBSERVATION:  Stay-behind,  claymore  type  attbushes  should  be  employed 
during  all  halts,  breaks,  etc.*  in  older  to  discourage  VC  from  following  CIDQ 
operations.  ^ 
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o.  ITEMt  VC  Early  Warning  Nets*  (Souroe  A -1*11) 

DISCUSSION  t  After  many  surprise  attacks  by  CIDO  forces  from  Camp 
My  Phuoc  Tay,  the  VC  elements  in  the  area  established  various  types  of  early 
warning  nets*  All  trails,  rice  paddy  dikes,  canals,  and  roads  leading  out  of 
the  camp  were  mined,  booby  trapped,  and/or  under  surveillance  by  one  or  two  nan 
outposts.  Upon  the  approach  of  CIDG  troops  the  VC  would  fire  a  few  warning  shots 
which  would  be  relayed  to  the  min  forces.  Other  early  warning  methods  used  by 
VC  sympathizers  in  the  area  included  releasing  doves,  gathering  water  buffalo, 
and  signalling  with  lights. 

OBSERVATION ;  These  early  warning  techniques  were  countered  hy  the 
use  of  deception  while  moving  out  of  camp  on  operations.  Operations  always  de¬ 
parted  at  night,  thereby  causing  visual  signalling  devices  to  be  ineffective.  To 
avoid  mines,  bobby  traps,  and  outposts  the  CIDO  troops  would  tacit:  at  a  90  degree 
angle  from  the  desired  direction  of  movement  for  a  distance  of  throe  to  fine 
kilometers*  At  this  point  ar.  azimuth  would  be  followed  across  the  rice  paddies 
to  the  desired  objective*  Moving  cross-country  without  following  the  rice  paddy 
dikes  or  trails  was  usually  quite  slow  and  tiring,  but  by  using  this  method,  all 
mines,  booby  traps,  and  early  warning  devices  were  avoided.,  and  continued  success 
was  achieved  in  locating  and  surprising  VC  elements. 

p.  ITEM;  Employment  of  Airstrlkes  *  (Source  A-3U2) 

DISCISSION:  Camp  Dong  Xoai  suggests  the  following  technique  bo 
used  when  putting  iii  airstrlkes  in  fairly  open  terrain  where  the  enemy  can  see 
the  fighters  coining  in.  After  the  fighters  have  made  a  few  ‘’wet11  runs  sivi  de¬ 
livered  a  sufficient  amount  of  ordnance  on  target,  instruct  the  FAC  to  mate  the 
next  three  passes  of  each  fighter  "dry1*,  i,e,,  without  delivering  ordnance.  As 
soon  as  the  fighters  begin  their  passes  and  the  enemy  gets  his  head  dewn,  friendly 
elements  can  maneuver  in  toward  the  enemy  positions. 

OBSERVATION!  Don’t  lose  track  of  the  t%etn  and  the  "dry*  posses, 

q.  UEMt  Elimination  of  VC  Coast  Watchers.  ( Source  B-liU) 

DISCUSSION;  The  VC  have  an  elaborate  network  of  coast  watchers  and 
small  units  operating  along  the  Island  coast.  These  watchers  and  uni  ;s  have  the 
following  missions:  observing  QVN  end  tt  movements  along  the  coast,  securing 
supplies  brought  in  by  small  sampans  frea  the  mainland  and  conduct  harassing 
attacks  on  USASF  small  boats  moving  along  the  coast. 

OBSERVATION ;  To  combat  this  situation  a  new  tactic  has  been  de¬ 
vised.  A  killer  team  consisting  of  two  or  three  USASF  and  a  squad  of  heavily 
armed  CIDG  are  hidden  on  a  largo  fishing  sampon.  The  sampan  travels  the  coast 
drawing  little  or  no  attention  from  the  VC,  thus  allowing  the  killer  team  to  get 
very  close  to  the  enemy  before  opening  fire.  This  nsw  tactic  has  already  been 
tried  once  resulting  in  one  VC  coast  watcher  killed. 
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r„  ITEM:  Harking  Targets  for  AC-li7  Air  or  aft,  (Source  A-i:2l) 

DISCUSSION:  During  the  attack  on  Camp  Ba  Xoai  in  the  early  morning 
hours  of  19  Hay,  it  vas  found  that  the  use  of  tracer  streams  from  ground  positions 
to  mark  targets  for  AC-U?  aircraft  was  somewhat  less  than  satisfactory,  Althou^i 
the  left  and  right  boundaries  of  the  desired  beaten  acne  eould  be  clearly  marked, 
there  was  no  way  to  indicate  the  range  frcar.  the  weapons  firing  the  tracers, 

OBSERVATION:  A  solution  which  proved  to  be  quite  effective  was  the 
use  of  57n»  re'c’o'iHees  rifle  WP  rounds  flrod  at  tbo  desired  range  to  mark  the 
left  and  right  boundaries  of  the  desired  beaten  a one. 

3,  (C)  Training  and  Organization t 

a.  HEM:  Sand  Table  Critique,  (Source  B-33) 

DISCUSSION:  When  planning  for  and  issuing  orders  before  operations, 
a  great  deal  o'f  possible  nris understanding  is  eliminated  by  the  use  of  sand  tables. 
While  sonny  commanders  utilize  the  abcrre,  few  oommanders  use  it  for  debriefing. 

OBSERVATION:  Improved  evaluation,  critique,  and  lessons  learned 
results  could  W  gained  by  use  of  a  debrle f ing/critique  technique  using  a  sand 
table. 


b»  ITEM:  Punitive  Measures  Taken  against  C3DG,  (Source  B-33) 

DISCUSSION :  One  of  the  most  effective  mams  of  reaching  the  heart 
and  mind  of  fcKe  d&fe  Striker  Is  the  fear  of  losing  a  portion  of  his  salary. 
However,  fines  must  be  deducted  In  the  proper  manner  so  that  the  agent  officer 
may  be  protected  against  possible  repercussions. 

OBSERVATION:  The  use  of  a  "fine"  is  a  legal  way  to  enact  punishment 
on  a  CT0G  Striker.  6rlce  it  is  determined  that  the  Striker  warrants  some  punish¬ 
ment  for  an  ill  deed,  the  HUB  and  the  IEASF  must  agree  on  the  amount  deducted 
from  his  pay.  When  this  is  determined,  the  Striker’s  name  Is  red-lined,  and  his 
npnna  entered  on  a  supplemental  payroll  bearing  the  adjusted  amount.  A  remark  is 
also  autaiad  g*»  the  Striker’s  pay  c  >rd.  Indicating  the  deduction, 

o.  ITEM:  Realistic  Targets  for  Field  Firing  Ranges  (Source  A-!iU2) 

DISCISSION:  Realistic,  moving  targets  add  to  the  effectiveness  of 
marksmanship  draining.  .. 

OBSERVATION:  An  excellent  target  for  use  on  field  firing  ranges  can 
be  ccnstructeTTSs^ufllag  two  type  "En  silhouettes  and  a  short  length  of  WD-l  wins. 
The  target  is  prepared  by  cutting  a  \  inch  slit  down  the  center  of  one  target 
for  half  its  length  starting  at  the  head.  The  second  target  Is  slit  down  the 
center  for  half  its  length  starting  at  the  bottom.  The  two  targets  ere  then 
slipped  together  resulting  in  a  three  dimensional  target.  When  bung  from  an. 
overhead  branch,  this  target  will  move  with  the  slightest  breeze.  A  black 

CONFIDENT  I AL 


CONF i DENT  I AL 


AVGB-C  15  August  1967 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  duly  196? 

pajama  or  other  salvage  uniform  can  be  placed  over  ^he  target  for  added  realism. 

i.  (*\  Tn+ 1 4  oaman • 

*♦»  \V/  ■ 

a.  ITEM;  Viet  Cong  Emphasis  on  Infiltration  of  USASF 

Installations  and  Security  Elements.  (Souroe  Co  C) 

DISCUSS  ION  t 

(1)  On  h  May  1967,  the  USASF  at  Lang  Voi  came  under  VC  attack  with 
the  result  that  the  USASF  team  leader  and  Executive  officer  were  among  those 
killed  and  the  majority  of  the  above-ground  structures  destroyed.  Subsequent 
investigation  and  interrogations  revealed  that  CIDG  personnel  inside  the  camp 
assisted  in  the  attack  by  the  outside  force.  One  subject  n  med  Nhori  was  con¬ 
tacted  by  the  VC  prior  to  the  attack  and  was  directed  to  join  the  CIDG  at  Lang 
Vei  in  order  to  obtain  information  on  the  can?).  After  joining  the  CIDG,  subject 
recruited  four  other  CIDG  to  assist  him  in  reporting  information  concerning  the 
camp  to  the  VC.  One  man  was  to  determine  the  locations  of  all  the  guard  positions 
and  how  well  the  posts  were  manned,  the  third  was  to  make  a  sketch  of  the  camp, 
and  the  fourth  was  to  report  on  supplies  brought  into  the  camp  from  Kha  Sanh.  The 
VC  onntactod  Nhon  on  four  separate  occasions  prior  to  the  U  Ifey  attack  to  obtain 
the  information  that  had  been  collected,  Cta  the  fourth  occasion,  the  five  VC 
within  the  camp  were  told  about  the  impending  attack  and  were  given  instructions 
as  to  what  to  do  during  the  attack.  They  were  told  to  leave  their  shirts  off 

in  order  for  the  VC  to  recognise  them  during  the  attack.  On  the  night  of  the 
attack,  subject  Nhon  and  another  CIDG  killed  two  of  the  camp  guards  and  led  the 
VC  fore©  through  the  wire  and  mine  field  defenses  into  the  camp  perimeter, 

(2)  In  addition,  a  JTAD  agent  report,  dated  18  July  1967,  dis¬ 
closed  a  VC  propaganda  meeting  held  on  17  July,  196?  in  Quang  Tri  Province. 

At  this  meeting  the  district  cadre  of  Ba  Long  and  Huong  Districts  reportedly 
praised  an  individual  who  worked  at  the  Lang  Vei  Special  Forces  camp,  for  being 
instrumental,  in  the  U  May  attack  on  the  camp  and  a  subsequent  mortar  attack  a 

few  weeks  later.  At  this  same  meeting,  priority  of  effort  was  reportedly  directed 
toward  infiltration  of  CIDG  units  and  the  security  elements  of  Special  Forces  and 
other  installations. 


CSSEKVATiPN?  infiltration  by  the  VO  of  CIDG  units  and  indigenous 
elements  rrovT'jTTng  security  for  installations  is  unquestionably  an  effective 
method  of  reducing  the  defensive  capability  of  friendly  units.  It  is  logical 
to  assume  that  the  VC  will  continue  to  place  great  emphasis  on  this  tactic.  It 
is  essential  that  Special  Forces  detachments  enact  the  necessary  counter- 
intelligence  measures,  to  include  the  establishment  of  an  effective  informant 
net  within  oho  installation,  to  detect  VC  infiltration. 

b,  ITEMS  Screening  of  CIDG  Personnel,  (Scruroe  Gp  S£) 

U6 
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DISCUSS  ION t  Since  the  C3DG  p  ersonnel  are  reoruiteu  from  among 
those  indigenous  to  specific  localities  v  .th,  according  to  IS  ste.nda.rd3j  in¬ 
sufficient  background  investigation*  there  ie  no  positive  means  of  insuring 
that  VC  are  not  inadvertently  recruited.  Clearance  performed  amounts  to 
local  agency  hecks  conducted  by  the  LIDB  and  MSS*  in  conjunction  with  local 
officials.  Sources  testifying  to  the  ro liability  of  CIDG  arc  themselves  of 
unknown  reliability.  It  is  known  that  the  VC  are  capable  of  applying  pressure 
and  persuasion  in  special  localities,  sufficient  to  cause  concealment  of  VC 
association  of  mambors  of  the  CIDG.  Once  recruitod  into  the  CIDG,  the  member 
has  placement  and  acoess  to  further  VC  intentions  concerning  espionage, 
sabotage  and  subversion. 

OBSERVATIONS i  To  counter  this  potential,  counterintelligence  measures 
being  taken  are: 

(1)  Increased  emphasis  on  making  the  clearance  program  mare  adequate, 

(2)  Establishment  of  Cl  informant  nets  within  the  ranks  of  the  CIDG 
to  Identify,  neutralize  and  exploit  VC  in  the  ranks  . 

(3)  Development  of  usable  infrastructure  information  to  identify- 
VC  sympathizers,  to  insure  reliability  of  subjects  arid  sources. 

(L{ )  Devalofment  of  Blacklists, 

(5)  Planned  use  of  the  polygraph  in  a  personnel  reliability 
program  to  check  interpreter/translators,  saxirces,  and  principle  agents  in 
nets,  as  well  as  to  verify  information  proffered  by  interrogees. 

(6)  Interrogation  of  prisoners  and  detainees  for  information 
of  Cl  interest  as  well  as  (®  information.  Predetermined  questions  will  be 
given  to  RVN  interrogators, 

c»  HEW:  Installations  are  Vulnerable  to  Sabotage.  Stolen  supplies 

~  are  Channeled  to  the  VC,  (Source  G  S2) 

DISCUSSION;  Insufficient  physical  security  allows  acoeos  or 
potential  accass~lo~ the  VC.  Such  access  increases  the  possibility  of  successful 
sabotage.  The  VC  are  known  to  be  targeted  against  IS  liist&llations,  The  eihitOo 
of  the  Vietnamese  are  such  that  theft  is  not  considered  to  be  morally  or 
legally  wrong.  Tire  VN  "losee  face"  not  by  stealing,  but  ratter  by  being  stupid 
enough  to  be  caught  stealing  or  not  having  taken  sufficient  precautions  to  secure 
his  own  property, 

OBSERVATION:  The  following  counterintelligence  measures  should 
be  taken:  *  ~ 

(1)  Surveys  and  inspections  should  be  conducted  with  a  view 
toward  identifying  weaknesses  and  making  recommendations  concerning  their 
correction »  Particular  emphasis  is  played  on  fencing,  lighting,  guard  and 
reaction  force  systems,  visitor  control,  pass  procedure,  security  of  critical 
aid  restricted  areas,  and  proper  logistic  procedures, 
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(2)  Investigation  of  thefts  should  be  conducted  to  determine 
identity  of  culprits  and  ultimata  disposition  of  stolen  material*  Emphasis 
is  placed  on  whether  or  not  theft  is  for  profit  cr  resupply  of  VC. 

d.  ITEM:  Interrogation  of  FW'a.  (Source  B-33) 

D  35  CUBS  ION  :  Hard  core  Viet  Cong  are  reluctant  to  speak  when  they 
are  first  captured,  kftar  a  period  of  time,  when  they  have  had  their  wounds 
cared  for  and  after  they  have  been  fed  and  treated  well,  they  begin  to  "open  up". 

A  Chieu  Hoi  female  admitted  voluntarily  she  had  "Chieu  Hoi'd"  to  blow  up  the 
Chieu  Hoi.  Center,  but  only  after  she  had  been  subject  to  treatment  at  the  center 
for  a  few  days.  L  Main  Force  officer  refused  to  talk  when  captured  on  the  battle¬ 
field,  as  did  his  captured  comrades.  After  being  fed  and  having  their  wounds 
tended,  they  began  talking  and  finally  answered  all  questions  presented,  as  veil 
as  offering  new  information  not  specifically  requested  by  the  interrogator.  The 
captives  related  that  they  are  all  told  by  their  supervisors  that  they  will  be 
maltreated  and  killed  when  captured  by  allies. 

OBSERVATION :  By  treating  P<J’e  kindly  immediately  upon  capture  and 
by  not  resorting  to  coercion,  interrogations  vri.ll  be  more  successful# 

e.  HIM;  Interrogation  of  Kontagnards .  (Source  B-33) 

DISCUSSION :  In  interrogation  of  Montagnards ,  it  was  found  that 
sometimes  the-” Detainee appeared  to  be  contradicting  himself  and  not  verifying 
his  previous  statements,  though  the  detainee  appeared  to  be  cooperative  and 
truthfhl.  It  was  later  found  that  these  Montagnards  either  didn't  understand 
Vietnamese  wall,  or  spoke  Vietnamese  so  poorly  that  the  Vietnamese  interpreter 
had  to  paraphrase,  thus  losing  the  exact  meaning  the  detainee  was  trying  to  convey, 

OBSERVATION :  Far  better  interrogations  of  Montagnards,  a  Monfcagnard 
diale ct-apaalcEngT(nterrogator  should  be  used. 

f .  3TE K»  Payment  to  Montagna rd  Sources.  (Source  B-33) 

DISCUSS  ION :  Montagu  A?ds  do  not  seem  to  have  many  mundane  possessions, 
including  moneyT  Possessions  such  as  radios  would  immediately  make  the  Montagnard 
stand  cut,  and  perhaps  draw  suspicion,  as  other  people  in  the  hamlet  would  know 
how  much  he  ordinarily  makes  and  whether  he  could  afford  an  expensive  item, 
Montagnards  are  known  to  smoke  and  gratefully  accept  cigarettes. 

OBSERVATION :  Montagnard  sources  should  be  paid  in  a  reasonable 
quantity  of  Vr£e,fepjie3e~ "cigarettes  when  the  situation  makes  the  excessive 
possession  o?  money  or  expens iva  goods  awkward  or  unreasonable. 
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g.  HCEMi  Planning  H  &  I  Fire,  (Source  B-33 ) 

DISCUSSION:  The  enemy  likes  to  enter  hamlets  at  night  to  avoid 
H  &  I  fire.  The  enemy  knows  H  &  1  fire  will,  be  planned  no  closer-  than  600 
meters  to  an  inhabited  area.  They  will  leave  these  hamlets  between  05 00-0600. 
The  enemy  will  tend  to  move  in  rubber  lots  during  the  day,  if  possible,  and 
where  friendly,  troope  are  absent,  because  of  the  fact  that  H  St  I  fire  will  not 
be  placed  in  the  rubber  without  contact.  The  enemy  tends  to  get  cars  lass  in 
the  rubber  and  uses  trails. 


OBSERVATION:  For  effective  artillery  fill  fire  on  the  enemy  that 
are  known  to  use  villages  at  night,  the  eneny's  routes  of  withdrawal  should  be 
noted  and  H  &  I's  placed  there  between  0500-060U.  Paths  leaving  rubber  plan¬ 
tations  should  be  targets  to  catch  departing  Viet  Cong. 

h.  ITEM:  Use  of  Way-Stations.  (Souroe  B-33) 

DISCUSS  ICN:  Communist  vay-e  tat  ions  or  temporary  bases,  used  by  the 
enemy  in  transit,  Wve  ‘ poor  overhead  cover  and  other  protection  from  indirect 
fire  weapons.  These  bases  are  used  as  stopovers,  usually  one  ni^it,  for  the 
eneny  in  transit  between  larger  base  areas  or  objectives. 

QDSEKV  iTICNt  Way  stations  should  not  be  touched  in  any  way  to  give 
the  impression  that  anyone  other  than  the  enemy  was  there.  The  target  should 
be  well  plotted,  and  then  a  unit  detected  moving  toward  this  way  station  oan  be 
the  subject  of  a  fire  mission  diming  the  night. 

5.  (u)  Logistics 

a.  ITEM;  Resupply  of  fresh  water.  (Source:  A-3AA) 

DISCUSSION:  Fresh  water  cannot  be  found  in  seme  areas  and  must 
be  brought  in  by  resupply  aircraft. 

OBSERVATION:  An  excellent  way  to  drop  water  to  operations  in 
remote  areas  is  by  the  use  of  the  metal  contab  ers  for  81mm  mortar  ammunition 
(new  round,  charge  8). 

b.  ITEM:  Identification  of  ammunition „  (Source  A-4ll) 

DISCUSSION:  The  man  who  is  sent  to  fetch  more  ammunition  often 
cannot  read  the  English  cr\  the  boxes. 

OBSERVATION:  The  use  of  color  codes  on  ammunition  boxes  can  bp 
a  significant  time  saver,  especially  ir.  critical  situations.  A  simple  color 
code  indentifying  the  caliber  and  tyoe  of  ammunition  prevents  confusion.  The 
key  to  the  color  code  whould  be  posted  in  English  and  Vietnamese  in  the  bunkers, 
dolors  can  be  easily  applied  with  a  few  cans  of  spray  paint. 
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6 .  (C )  Othe  r 

a.  ITEM;  Handling’  of  II  fugues,  (Source:  Co  C) 

DISCUSSION:  Having  hoon  forced  fr  vn  their  homes  once,  faced  with 
another  compulsory  move  to  an  unfamiliar  area,  and  subject  to  Vist  Cong  prop¬ 
aganda  imploring  and  threatening  them  to  luavo  Bn  To  to  rotum  to  their  homes, 
2300  refugees  were  persuaded  to  scatter,  making  the  planned  airlift  of  refu¬ 
gees  to  Nghia  Hanh  impossible.  Approximately  350  have  alroady  returned  to 
the  Son  Ve  valley,  which  they  were  previously  forced  to  leave  by  the  101st 
Airborne  Division.  Late  intelligence  reports  indicate  that  others  are  wait¬ 
ing  in  small  groups  to  infiltrate  back  into  their  home  territory.  The 
majority,  however,  are  probably  still  in  the  Bn  To  area  afraid  of  showing  up 
to  be  airlifted  to  Nghia  Hanh  and  afraid  as  well  of  returning  to  their  pre¬ 
vious  homeland  where  they  are  subject  to  Viet  Cong  diminntionas  well  as 
artillery  fire  and  bombs  from  FWMAF  units. 


OBSERVATIONS :  The  greatest  deficiency  in  handling  the  refugees 
at  Ba  To  was  the  lack  of  any  intelligence  network  among  the  refugees.  In¬ 
telligence  persoi  nel  should  make  an  immediate  eff  ort  to  establish  nets  among 
new  refugees.  The  distribution  of  commodities  and  MEDCAi  offer  opportunities 
for  collecting  intelligence  as  well  as  contracting  agents.  The  refugees  can 
give  valuable  information  not  only  about  the  area  they  recently  came  from, 
but  also  about  the  presence  of  Viet  Cong  agents  among  the  refugees,  Viet 
Cong  atter  ,s  to  disrupt  GVN  and  FWMAF  civic  action  programs,  and  the  attitude 
of  the  refugees  toward  various  government  plans  such  as  the  resettlement  at 
Nghia  Hanh.  Not  knowing  why  the  refugees  refused  to  go  to  Nghia  Hanh  pre¬ 
vents  us  from  taking  any  effective  counter-measures.  The  lack  of  knowledge 
of  population  resources  control  measures  is  a  deficiency  which  must  be  cor¬ 
rected.  Simply,  what  are  the  techniques  far  controlling  large  numbers  of 
civilians?  In  areas  where  government  authority  is  tentative  or  contested, 
the  Amy  must  assume  the  role  of  policeman  as  well  as  soldier,  but  training 
for  this  is  inadequate  and  information  on  the  subject  not  available.  (See 
Inclosure  2U), 

b.  ijgi:  Discharge  from  CIDG  Forces  because  of  physical  dis¬ 
ability  or  illness.  (Source:  B-33) 


Tvr^m^Tnio  • 


Chrcnic  illness  and  permanent  physical  disability 


often  occurs  in  CIDG  Strikers,  posing  serious  problems,  both  in  the  present 
for  duty  strength  of  the  camp  and  in  the  morale  and  effectivenes  of  those 
personnel  which  perform  day  to  day  tasks,  including  cc»bat  operations. 
Malingering  is  common  among  CIDG  troops  as  a  means  of  avoiding  both  combat 
operations  and  camp  construction  and  maintenance  activities. 


OBSERVATION t  When  it  is  suspected  tliat  a  Striker  is  chron¬ 
ically  ill  or  permanently  disabled,  postive  steps  must  be  taken  to  discharge 
that  particular  individual,  A  certificate  is  in  use  b'r  all  detachments  of 
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B-33.  It  is  submitted  through  the  "B"  Detachment  to  the  LLDB  "C"  Detachment, 
which  makes  the  final  >  ecision  as  to  discharge. 

c.  ITEM:  Payment  of  Death  Gratuity  for  C1DG  KIA.  (Source:  Co  A) 

DISCUSSION;  On  several  occasions  n-  .t  of  kin  or  otner  relatives 
of  CIDG  KIA  have  collected  gratuity  payments  at  A  Det  sites  and  later  made 
requests  for  payment  at  B  Dots,  or  Company  A.  By  requiring  the  paycard  of 
an  individual  bursemont  vouchor,  double  payment  is  prevented. 

OBSERVATION ;  This  may  require  one  or  two  days  delay  in  making 
payment  to  next  of  kin,  but  is  is  nocessary  to  prevent  double  payment. 

d.  ITEM:  Prevention  of  fungus  iftfection.  (Source:  A-A13) 

DISCUSSION:  Personnel  returning  from  operations  where  their 
feet  have  been  immersed  in  water  for  long  periods  of  time  have  experienced 
problems  with  fungus  infections. 

OBSERVATION:  If  these  individuals  wear  shower  shoes  for  two  or 
three  days  (situation  permitting,  of  course)  after  the  operations  so  that 
the  feet  can  dry  thoroughly,,  fungus  infections  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

e.  ITEM:  Preventive  medecine  in  remote  rural  areas.  (Source:  B-33) 

DISCUSSION:  One  problem  experienced  in  conducting  public  health 
programs  at  the  Provincial  and  District  level  has  been  in  reaching  remote 
rural  villages  and  hamlets.  The  problem  is  mainly  one  of  security  and  en¬ 
couraging  Vietnamese  involvement,  and,  too,  the  traditional  MKDCAP  has  come 
into  seme  disfavor.  Aside  from  the  initial  and  favorable  (?)  psychological 
impact,  medically  speaking  there  is  much  to  b  desired.  Only  local  diseases 
can  be  treated  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  there  is  often  no  recourse  to 
a  hospital  facility  where  more  extensive  diagnostic  and  treatment  can  be 
performed,  and  too  often  the  MEDCAi  is  a  one-tioe-c  nly  affair.  The  crucial 
point  is  that  little  of  lasting  medical  value  is  accomplished. 

The  HILPHAP  Team  has  devised  one  solution  to  this  problem.  Although 
admittedly  it  is  not  unique,  it  is  a  local  solution.  The  Team  has  provided 
an  organizational  umbrella  under  fjhich  it  has  tried  to  collect  the  various 
Vietnamese  social  and  medical  agencies  operating  at  the  Provincial  anr  Dis¬ 
trict  level.  It  has  provided  logistical  support;  ie,  transportation,  gen¬ 
erator  power,  and  some  equipment.  It  has  provided  liaison  with  the  essential 
security  force.  The  Team  found  that  as  long  as  adequate  security  was  provided, 
the  Vietnamese  would  go  out  into  the  villages  remote  from  the  safety  of  the 
town  perimeter.  Moreover,  they  would  participate  with  enthusiasm. 

Thus,  to  date,  the  MILFHAP  Team  has  been  able  to  mount  operations  which 
include  Vietnamese  Rural  Health  Workers  dispensing  medications  and  perform¬ 
ing  dental  extractions,  an  immunizing  team  carrying  on  the  country's  immuniz¬ 
ation  program,  a  malaria  control  team  which  sprays  houses  and  takes  blood 
smears  for  analysis,  Vietnamese  Information  Service  to  carry  on  crucial  public 

CONf*  l  &£NT  I  AL 


CONF i DENT i AL 


AGVB-C  15  August  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 

relations  work,  Chieu  Hoi  Cadre  to  perform  public  relations  work  as  well  as 
their  own  role,  Vietnamese  Social  Service  representatives  to  supervise  the 
distribution  of  GCG  and  USSF  commodities,  and  representatives  of  the  refugee 
or  Montagnard  Affairs  offices. 

Typically,  the  whole  team  assembles  in  a  caravan  with  its  security 
force  and  proceeds  to  the  village.  Once  there,  various  stations  are  orga¬ 
nized  with  the  villagers  proceeding  to  each.  Commodities  are  not  distributed 
until  all  other  work  has  been  done. 

The  keys  to  the  success  of  these  operations  which  the  MILPHAP  Team  has 
chosen  to  call  HAPHORA  operations  (MUTHAP  Assisted  Public  Health  Operations 
into  Rural  Areas)  are: 

(a)  Attention  to  the  details  of  obtaining  an  adequate  security  force, 
coordination  with  S3  (Operations)  officers,  and  radio  communications . 

(b)  Attention  to  the  details  of  getting  all  equipment  needed  in  cor¬ 
rect  working  order:  It  does  no  good  to  take  an  automatic!  injection  gun  with¬ 
out  a  working  generator.  A  myriad  of  supplies  must  be  assembled. 

(c)  Attention  to  advising  the  Vietnamese  as  to  the  nature  of  work, 
ensuring  that  adequate  manpower  will  be  present  at  the  right  time.  For  se¬ 
curity  reasons,  often  they  are  not  informed  of  destinations. 

(d)  Attention  to  advising  US  advisors  as  to  the  nature  of  the  acti¬ 
vities  the  role  they  should  play;  ie,  Chieu  Hoi  advisor,  JUSPAO  Rep,  etc. 

(e)  Gradually  allowing  and  making the  Vietnamese  carry  the  burden  of 
the  work  and  the  organization  of  the  actual  operation. 

(f)  Security  arrangements  must  be  scrupulously  analyzed,  if  Viet¬ 
namese-planned,  bp  the  S3  officer  before  the  team  will  participate.  The  team 
usually  insists  that  a  US  advisor  from  this  section  accompany  the  operatic::. 
US  planned  operations  need  no  such  coordination. 

(g)  The  policy  of  the  MILPHAP  Team  has  been  to  disassociate  MAPHORA 
operations  with  other  types  of  activities;  ie.,  search  and  seal. 

(h)  The  creation  of  as  much  drama  as  possible  visile  at  the  villages 
adds  to  the  success  —  speeches,  cultural  drams,  posters,  and  leaflets  at¬ 
tract  people  as  well  as  allow  explanations  to  be  given,  propaganda  to  be 
disseminated,  and  educational  activities  to  be  conducted. 

(i)  The  role  of  the  health  facilities  in  the  Province  is  emphasized 
—  the  fact  that  a  Provincial  Hospital  where  the  people  may  be  treated  is 
available  to  all  citizens,  that  so  much  can  be  done  in  the  hospital,  that 
expectant  mothers  can  have  their  children  in  the  maternity  section  of  the 
hospital,  etc. 
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(j)  The  frequent  programmed  return  to  the  village  must  be  assured  — 
at  least  on  a  bi-monthly  basis,  if  not  monthly.  This  not  only  allows  follow¬ 
up  on  patients,  but  also  negates  acme  bad  aspects  of  the  MEDCAF.  If  the  unit 
is  not  prepared  for  "continuality"  (at  least  to  some  degree),  then  these 
operations  will  be  of  no  value. 

OBSERVATION :  Given  thorough  US  advisory  organizational  support, 
an  operation  providing  extensive  medical,  social  and  political  services,  run 
principally  by  the  Vietnamese,  can  be  mounted  into,  remote,  often  insecure 
rural  areas,  on  a  programmed  basis. 

f.  ITEM:  Malnutrition  in  children.  (Source:  B-33) 


DISCUSSION:  This  pathetic  sight  is  often  observed  at  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  HospitaXT""‘anH5naciated,  pot-bellied,  mottled  skin,  light  haired, 
edematous  Kontagnard  child  with  worms,  diarrhea,  and  dehydration.  That  these 
classic  malnutrition  cases  provide  95$  of  the  cases  on  the  pediatric  ward 
can  only  intimate  what  is  going  on  in  the  villages.  The  principal  causes 
seem  to  be:  poverty,  lack  of  knowledge  of  simple  dietary  principles,  and 
social  custom  to  feed  children  cn  the  brast  somtimes  to  the  third  year  (the 
mother  believes  that  this  will  prevent  pregnanacy) . 

The  MILPHAP  Team  has  long  sought  sane  way  to  deal  with  this  on  a  local 
basis.  A  solution  is  opening  up  in  the  use  of  a  Fish  Trotein  Concentrate. 
This  product,  recently  approved  by  a  federal  agency  for  use  in  the  US  is 
made  from  fish,  processed  to  the  point  that  only  a  white  powder  is  left;  75 
to  90$  pure,  concentrated,  animal  protein.  It  has  no  taste  and  only  a  very 
slight  fish  odor. 

The  team  feels  that  this  product  will  be  the  answer  to  the  malnutrition 
problem  since  byand  large  it  is  principally  due  to  protein  deficiency.  By 
adding  15  grams  of  this  product  to  supplement  the  food  of  the  child,  the 
daily  protein  requirement  will  be  achieved.  The  product  costs  approximately 
25*  per  pound  when  ordered  in  bulk  amounts.  This  is  the  cheapest  source 
of  protein  concentrate  of  this  quality  known'  to  the  team.  The  team  has 
started  the  MILDIP  program  (MILPHAP’  Dietary  Improvement  Program)  to  deal  with 
malnutrition.  With  a  donation  fran  an  interested  physician,  400  pounds  of 
FPC  have  been  purchased.  At  first,  it  will  be  given  to  children  on  the 
pediatric  wards.  It  can  be  directly  added  to  their  regular  diet,  or  tube 
fed  with  milk.  The  team  is  also  increasing  the  use  of  milk  products  at  the 
hospital. 

The  veam  hopes  that  it  cam  promote  FPC  use  throughout  Vietnam,-  at  least 
as  a  way  for  treating  protein  deficient  malnutrition  and  at  the  very  most 
as  a  generally  accepted  dietary  supplonent  for  adults  and  children. 

OBSERVATION :  The  MILPHAP  Team  is  exploring  the  use  of  FPC  (Fish 
Protein  Concentrate)  in  the  treatment  of  protein  deficient  malnutrition  common 
in  Vietnam  in  the  hospital  at  first,  but  with  an  eye  toward  introducing  it  as 
an  acceptable  source  of  high  grade  protein  for  the  general  population. 
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PART  II  -  Recommendations. 

1.  (C)  Language  study  for  interrogators. 

a.  In  April  196?  the  633rd  MI  Interrogation  Field  Team  was  assigned 
as  part  of  the  5th  SFG  Intelligence  Augmentation.  This  unit  is  composed  of 
eight  interrogation  personnel,  none  of  whom  are  Viet  name so  linguists.  Con¬ 
sequently,  interrogation  must  be  conducted  through  interpreters.  In  using 
interpreters  for  this  purpose,  the  following  problems  have  arisen: 

(1)  General  shortage  of  interpreters. 

(2)  Limited  ability  of  many  interpreters. 

(3)  Difficulty  of  establishing  personal  communication  between 
the  subject  and  the  interrogator  when  working  through  on  interpreter. 

(4)  Inaccuracy  incurred  when  the  interpreter  rephrases  or  imparts 
additional  meaning  to  the  interrogator's  query. 

b.  At  present  the  Group's  ability  to  produce  timely  and  accurate 
intelligence  fran  interrogation  is  wholly  contingent  on  the  availability  and 
ability  of  the  interpreter,  In-countiy  language  training  is  being  conducted 
to  develop  same  elementary  linguistic  ability,  but  this  program,  because  of 
operational  exigencies,  is  of  limited  effectiveness.  The  logical  solution  is 
intensive  language  study  for  interrogators  prior  to  deployment  to  Vietnam. 

c.  It.  is  recommended  that  interrogation  personnel  be  programmed  for 
intensive  Vietnamese  language  study  prior  to  deployment  to  Vietnam. 

2.  (C)  Training  of  Collection  Personnel. 

a.  Because  of  the  uiique  nature  of  its  operations,  the  5th  SFG 

has  great  potential  for  an  extensive  and  highly  productive  collection  effort. 

In  April  1967  the  6l3th  MI  Detachment,  a  designated  collection  unit,  was 
assigned  as  intelligenre  augmentation  to  the  5th  SFG  for  exploitation  of 
this  potential.  This  detachment  underwent  POM/POR  training  at  Fort  Bragg, 

N.  C.,  during  the  period  27  March  to  25  April  1967.  Although  a  designated 
collection  unit,  the  6l3th  MI  Detachment  is,  in  fact,  almost  exclusively 
manned  by  personnel  wLth  a  counterintelligence  MOS.  During  the  training 
period  no  attempt  was  made  to  conduct  any  sort  of  cross  training,  nor  was 
any  training  presented  which  was  specifically  oriented  toward  enabling  the 
6l3th  to  better  perform  its  mission  in  Vietnam.,  There  was  no  language 
training  or  area  familiarization;  the  6l3th  had  no  assigned  personnel  with 
a  Vietnamese  language  capability.  The  entire  training  program  was  conducted 
more  to  "meet  requirements"  than  to  actually  prepare  the  613th  for  its 
assigned  mission  in  Vietnam. 

b.  It  is  recommended  that  collection  units  not  be  assigned  counter¬ 
intelligence  personnel  unless  extensive  ctobs  training  has  first  been  accompli sv 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGB-C  15  August  1967 

SUBJECT.  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  ')'!  July  196? 

POU/IXJR  training  for  intelligence  personnel  should  be  given  by  intelligence 
personnel  who  have  recently  returned  from  Vietnam  and  who  are  able  to  .instruct 
in  the  various  problems,  capabilities,  limitations,  and  particular  situations 
concerning  the  intelligence  effort  in  Vietnam.  Trained  area  specialists  with 
Vietnamese  language  capability  should  be  provided  for  collection  elements 
presently  deployed  or  scheduled  for  deployment  in  Vietnam, 

3.  (C )  Inadequacy  ol'  VNAF  aeromedical  evacuation  for  C1DG  casualties. 

a.  Refusal  to  fly  air  evacuation  missions  and  delays  in  flying  such 
missions  on  the  pirt  of  VNAF  has  led  to  loss  of  life  and  limb  of  CIDG  casualtie 

b.  It  is  recommended  that  CIDG  casualties  be  permitted  evacuation 
by  US  aircraft  without  having  to  go  through  Vietnamese  channels, 

4.  (C)  Hospitalization  of  CIDG. 

a.  A  literal  interpretation  of  USARV  Regulation  40-11  would  prevent 
or  delay  the  admission  of  CIDG  personnel  to  US  Amy  hospitals.  Although  CIDG 
hospitals  do  exist,  they  can  not  fully  support  all  CIDG  forces.  Care  of  CIDG 
personnel  through  Vietnamese  channels  is  inadequate.  Insufficient  medical 
support  is  detrimental  to  the  mission  of  Special  Forces  in  Vietnam. 

b.  It  is  recommended  that  USARV  Regulation  40-11  be  interpreted 
throughout  the  theater  of  operations  as  excluding  CIDG  personnel  from  its 
provisions. 

5-  (U)  Extraction  of  captured  rice. 

a.  On  numerous  occasions  CIDG  units  in  the  field  have  discovered 
large  enemy  rice  caches.  Stated  5th  SFG  policy  is  that  whenever  possible 
rice  caches  will  be  safeguarded  until  a  means  of  extraction  is  available, 
and  then  the  rice  will  be  brought  back  for  friendly  consumption.  More  often 
than  not,  however,  a  means  of  extract!  on  is  not  readily  available,  and  CIDG 
unit's  can  seldom  remain  in  a  static  position  without  seriously  jeopardizing 
their  security.  Consequently,  the  rice  is  too  often  destroyed.  During  thu 
last  week  in  July,  for  example,  CIDG  units  in  III  CTZ  destroyed  over  50  tons 
of  rice.  Ironically,  the  5th  SPG  is  purchasing  increasing  quantities  of  US 
grown  rice  to  support  the  CIDG  program.  Furthermore,  the  genera]  shortage 
of  rice  throughout  the  country  is  forcing  the  costs  higher  and  higher,  which 
is  detrimental  to  civic  action  programs  in  general  and  especially  to  refugee 
projects.  In  view  of  the  growing  scarcity  of  rice,  it  would  seem  appropriate 
to  place  a  higher  priority  on  the  allocation  of  helicopters,  the  only  feasible 
means  of  transportation  in  nearly  all  cases,  to  rice  extraction  missions 

b .  Recommendations : 

(1)  A  national  policy  should  be  formulated  with  regard  to  the 
priority  of  extracting  captured  rice. 
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(2)  A  more  operationally  responsive  system  should  be 
developed  to  extract  rice  in  those  situations  where  a  unit  cannot  safely 
remain  in  position  to  secure  the  cache. 

(3)  All  aviation  assets  (Air  America,  US  Army,  etc)  should 
be  coordinated  so  that  in  areas  where  operations  are  being  conducted  at  least 
one  helicopter  can  be  on  stand-by  for  rice  extraction  missions. 

6.  (U)  Support  for  research  and  development. 

a.  Reference;  paragraph  9  (page  29). 

b.  In  late  1966  QRP  action  was  requested  for  the  development  of 
an  airbo^-T  communications  system.  Several  months  ago  a  follow-up  on  this 
request  revealed  that  a  system  is  in  the  developmental  stage  but  will  not  be 
operational  in  time  for  the  1967  flood  season.  As  a  result,  the  5th  SFG 
Signal  Maintenance  Facility  went  ahead  and  developed  its  own  system.  Although 
most  of  the  airboat  communications  problems  have  now  been  resolved,  placing 
the  extra  burden  of  research  and  development  on  the  Group  Maintenance  Facility 
was  not  a  satisfactory  situation.  Key  personnel  had  to  be  taken  from  other 
duties  to  accomplish  the  job.  Moreover,  standard  repair  parts  for  organic 
radios  were  used  to  construct  the  intercom  System.  Use  of  the  parts  for  this 
purpose  had  not  been  planned  in  the  stockage  level,  resulting  in  an  unforcasted 
decrease  in  the  authorized  stockage  level.  This  has  not  affected  operations 

so  far;  however,  serious  shortages  may  exist  during  the  next  90  days  pending 
the  arrival  of  supplementary  repair  parts., 

c.  It  is  rec  iinended- that  whenever  a  new  item  such  as  the  airboat 
Is  introduced,  a  team  should.' be -pr  ovided  by.AMC.or  CDC  which- has  assets  to 
'fully  support  and  develop -all  aspects- of  the  project  including  communications 
and  maintenance. 

FCR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Lk  v  k-oJL.v  '  '\<  ,  .  1- 

-  iD.  E.  BROCK 
Major,  Infantry 
Adjutant 
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AVHGC-DST  (15  Aug  67)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  4  SFr196? 

TDT^  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Array,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96550 

Department  of  the  Array,  Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Force  Development,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  July  1967  from  Headquarters,  5th  Special 
Forces  Group  (Airborne),  1st  Special  Forces  (WA4X). 

2.  (S)  Pertinent  comments  follow: 


a.  Reference  item  concerning  language  trained  interrogators, 
section  2,  part  II,  paragraph  1,  page  54:  Concur  with  recommendations 
of  5th  SFG  (A).  The  shortage  of  linguists  within  this  command  is  fully 
realized  by  all  headquarters  concerned  with  this  problem  and  is  a  matter 
under  continuous  analysis.  The  5th  SFG  (A)  had  an  established  requirement 
of  97  linguists  for  FY  69.  DA  validated  only "2  of  the  97  linguists.  The 
5th  SFG  (A)  will  requisition  the  two  validated  linguists  at  the  proper 
time  for  F'Y  69  requisitions.  The  latest  OPO  22  has  been  received  from  the 
5th  SFG  (A),  with  a  requirement  for  339  linguists,  and  was  forwarded  to  DA 
for  validation  on  2 8  August  1967.  After  requirements  are  validated  a  re¬ 
quisition  must  be  submitted  by  the  unit. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  training  of  collection  personnel, 
part  II,  paragraph  2,  page  54:  Concur  with  recommendation,,  Recommend 
CONUS  training  be  reevaluated  in  this  area  to  insure  that  requirements  of 
the  command  are  met. 


c.  Reference  item  concerning  evacuation  of  CIDG  casualties,  para¬ 
graph  3b,  page  55:  Nonconcur.  RVNAF  has  the  primary  mission  of  providing 
medical  evacuation  for  Vietnamese  casualties  and  should  retain  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  performing  it.  However,  present  policy  allows  for  US  aircraft 
participation  upon  saturation  of  RVNAF  capability.  No  action  by  higher 
headquarters  is  recommended. 


d.  Reference  item  concerning  hospitalization  of  CIDG,  paragraph 
4b,  page  55:  Concur  with  recommendation.  This  action  has  been  accomplish¬ 
ed  through  coordination  with  the  44th  Medical  Brigade .  - — 
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AVHGC-DST  (15  Aug  67)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (u) 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  extraction  of  captured  rice,  paragraph 
5b  (3),  page- 56:  Nonconcur.  The  extraction  of  rice  is  not  considered  of  suf¬ 
ficient  criticality  in  relation  to  the  performance  of  other  combat  support 
missions  to  accept  the  non-productivity  associated  with  missioning  aircraft 

to  standby  for  that  specific  purpose. 

f .  Reference  item  concerning  development  of'  airboat  communication 
system,  paragraph  6b  and  c,  page  56:  Concur  with  recommendation  contained  in 
paragraph  6c,  page  56.  The  original  ENSURE  request  did  not  provide  for  com¬ 
munication  support.  It  did,  however,  include  spare  parts,  special  tools  and 
new  equipment  training  teams  (NETT)  to  train  operators  and  maintenance  person¬ 
nel.  In  the  future,  if  communication  support  is  desired,  the  request  should 
be  included  in  the  original  ENSURE  request  as  a  part  of  the  overall  require¬ 
ment. 


3.  (U)  Unit  will  be  notified  of  actions  and  comments  by  routine  indorse¬ 

ment  which  returns  this  report. 
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GPOP-DT  (15  Aug  67)  2d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 
from  HQ,  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (UIC:  WA4X) (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  9  OCT  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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K.  F.  OSBOURN 
MAJ,  AGC 
Asst  A3 
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STATISTICAL  DATA 


Operations  t 

I 

CTZ 

a 

CTZ 

III 

CTZ 

IV 

CTZ 

JTTAL 

Squad 

5278 

Da  058 

8730 

13770 

1*1836 

fc.  Platoon 

617 

10990 

1U76 

5736 

19C19 

o.  Company  or  Lart?er 

1U8 

3053 

1060 

628 

1,889 

Contacts  < 

a  3  Contacts  resulting  from 
friendly  of  fens  iva  action  i 

69 

289 

189 

2U7 

75*, 

b»  vc  cttaclcs  cn  installations 
and  conveys  t 

165 

133 

188 

97 

633 

o.  Incidents  (booby  traps, 

mines,  assassinations,  ato)t 

18 

b h 

81 

191 

33U 

Confirmed  VC  Losses  i 

a.  m 

339 

U73 

7 la 

378 

1931 

b.  W3A 

67 

129 

1*3 

1*9 

278 

c.  cm 

72 

62 

76 

151 

361 

d*  Quarterly  comparison  of  confirmed  VC  losses  count  ry-vido : 

K3L  cm 

bth  Quarter  66  153*5  bib 

1st  Quarter  67  1632  0ca 

2nd  Quarter  67  1931  361 

OSASF  Loosest 

a*  EDI 

b 

6 

7 

7 

2b 

b.  W Tk 

35 

bl 

36 

29 

3l*I 

e.  MDl 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

d.  Qx  trier  ly  comparison  of  UBASF  casualties  count  ry-eride  t 


m 

wm 

MIA 

TOTAL 

Uth  Quarter  66 

9 

5b 

1 

6b 

1st  Quarter  67 

19 

80 

3 

ioe 

2nd  Quarter  67 

21* 

25 

2 

51 
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STATISTICAL  ilATA  (CONTDy 


5. 

VHSF  Losses  t 

I 

CTZ 

n 

CTZ 

ni 

CTZ 

IV 

CTZ 

TOTAL 

a.  KDV 

1 

il 

0 

1 

6 

b.  WIA. 

2 

lh 

3 

6 

25 

c.  MIA 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6. 

CIDQ  Losses: 

a.  K3A 

86 

10U 

103 

lli3 

U36 

b.  WIA 

273 

365; 

U72 

309 

1U19 

c.  MIA 

60 

33 

31 

27 

131 

d»  Quarterly  comparison  of  C335G  casualties  country -wide  ? 


m 

wm 

MIA 

TOTAL 

Uth  quarter  66 

59 

202 

6 

267 

1st  quarter  67 

322 

920 

80 

1322 

2nd  quarter  67 

1*36 

1U19 

131 

1966 

RF/HT  Losses: 

a.  KIA 

7 

20 

68 

6 

101 

h.  VIA 

■*  A 

JLU 

1X3 

«—♦ 

17  H 

.*.1  w 

c,  MIA 

0 

18 

7 

1 

26 

d.  Quarterly  oompariaon  of  RF/PF  casualties  countrywide: 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

lith  quarter  66 

81 

136 

18 

235 

1st  quarter  67 

& 

161* 

29 

287 

2nd  quarter  6? 

101 

17fl 

26 

305 

Weapons: 

a.  Friendly  weapons  lost* 

50 

mil 

3il5 

109 

Ui8 

b,  Eneay  weapons  lost: 

100 

191 

95 

128 

5Ut 
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HEADQUARTERS 

5TH  SPRC  AL  FORCES  OROUP  {AIRBORNE),  1ST  SPECIAL  FCRCEi 

APO  962 hO 


AVQB-C 


8  August  196? 


SUBJECT?  Quarterly  Combat  Development  Report 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  Inclosed  is  a  summary  of  the  highlights  of  the  5th  SFOA  Combat  Devel¬ 
opments  Program  for  the  period  1  May  67  -  31  July  67, 

2,  All  personnel  are  encourpged  to  subnit  ideas  or  requirements  for 

development  an  weapons,  or  ammunition,  they  feel  would  bo  of  value 

to  personnel  of  the  5th  SFOA  in  accomplishing  their  combat  mission.  Recom¬ 
mendations  should  be  forwarded  to  CO  5th  SFGA  ATTN.  S-3CD  (CPT  PETERS) 

FOB  THE  CCMKANDERs 


1  Incl 

List  of  CD  Pro  iactc 


,  C_  & ' 

z'-t-D.  Eo  BROCK 

rift  i or .  Tnf antrv 

r  — 

Adjutant 


DISTRIBUTION  j 
"A" 


Inci  8  to  5th  SFGA  OKLL,  1  May  -  31  Jul  67 
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REORADE  UNCUS  WREN 
SEPARATED  FROM  CUSSBIED 
INCLOSURES 


«\  CO Nf  I  on  N  T  I  At 

\  COMBAT  DEVELOP. 'rJTlj 

A.  Combat  Bevel  ojment  Projects,  currently  under  evaluation: 

1.  (C)  Mnnpack  Personnel  Detector  (MFD).  The  MFD  is  a  device  intended 
to  alert  tho  operator  to  tto  preaence  of  concoalod  humans  by  detecting  certain 
human  chomicd.  effluvia.  The  results  of  tho  testa  indicated  that  in  the  men  - 
packed  role  the  t-JD  would  be  of  very  limited  uso.  However  the  MPD's  are 
currently  undergoing  modification  to  permit  installation  on  helicopters. 

This  method  was  tested  by  the  1st  Air  Cav  Division  vdth  excellent  results. 

The  modified  MFD's  will,  be  reevaluated  in  this  now  mode, 

2.  (C)  Parabundle  Marker,  AN/tJRT-13 .  The  parabundle  marker  is  a  sito 
marking  radio  transmitter  set  which  is  usod  in  conjunction  with  organic  FM 
radio  equipment  to  form  an  electronic  homing  system.  Tho  marker  is  attached 
to  air  dropped  supply  bundles  prior  to  delivery,  thereby  providing  a  means  to 
recovor  lost  bundles  air  dropped  into  thickly  vegetated  terrain.  Eight  systems 
were  evaluated,  ar^  duo  to  the  nan-oxpondabillty  of  the  item  and  high  weight 
(25  lbs),  wore  determined  to  bo  unacceptable  for  Special  Forcos  operations. 

3.  (U;  Lightweight,  Load  Carrying  System  (M-56),  The  lightweight  load 
carrying  system  woighs  approximately  3.3  lbs,  and  consists  of  the  following 
items  made  of  nylon  material: 

Individual  Equipment  Belt,  suspenders,  small  arms  - 
Ammunition  ca30  (2  each),  first  aid  packet  or  compass 
Case,  intrenching  tool  carrier,  combat  field  pack 
Cm teen  cover,  sleeping  gear  carrier. 

Forty  sets  of  the  new  equipment  are  presently  in  the  field  with  a  high  degree 
of  enthusiasm  far  the  system  being  expressed  by  the  evaluating  individuals, 

[1.  (C )  Lightweight  Protective  Mask  (XK-28).  Evaluation  of  a  now  typo 
lightweight  protective  mask  which  is  made  of  silicone  rubber  and  packaged 
in  a  waterproof  carrier  was  completed  Li  July.  The  total  weight  is  lU  ounces 
aid  fits  in  a  pocket  of  the  standard  field  uniform,  however  it  protects  against 
riot  control  type  agents  only.  It  was  determined  that  the  mask  fills  a  def¬ 
inite  need  in  the  CIDG  program  and  a  basis  of  issue  is  recommended  as  one 
per  CIDC  striker, 

5.  (C)  Hand  Held  Position  Marker  (FM-l).  Tho  marker  is  an  expendable 

smoke  signal  for  use  in  areas  having  a  dense  jungle  canopy.  When  the  signal 
is  fired  the  signal  assembly  penetrates  the  canopy  and  travels  to  an  nlt'.tucis 
of  3 DC  foot.  A  parachute  stabilizes  its  fall  back  into  the  canopy  where 
two  grapnels  tffected  luring  flight  snag,  suspending  the  signal  so  the  smoke 
is  visible  to  aircraft.  72  systems  wore  testod  and  the  smoke  yield  of  the 
signal  was  found  to  be  insufficient.  However  a  new  signal  (PM-3)  has  been 
designed  to  produce  more  smoke.  The  system,  if  so  improved,  will  be  a  great 
improvement  over  existing  signal  devices. 


DOW GRADED  AT  3  YR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS 
DOD  DIR  $200,10 
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6.  (C)  Linear  Power  Amplifier  for  AN/PRC-7U  Radio*  The  power  amplifier 
is  designed  to  increase  the  wattage  output  of  the  AN/PRC-7h  radio  from  30  to 
100  watts,  thereby  providing  a  much  greater  range.  13  sets  were  distributed 
to  the  field  in  late  July  and  no  results  have  been  received  to  date. 

7.  (C)  Evaluation  of  Sniper  Activities  and  Operations.  ACTIV  continues 
to  conduct  an  evaluation  of  the  sniper  program  presently  existing  in  H7N*  The 
evaluation  period  has  been  extended  one  month  and  will  now  end  on  31  Aug  6?. 
The  purpose  of  this  evaluation  is  tor 

a.  Determine  if  a  noed  exists  to  re -institute  an  Army-wide  program 
of  sniper  training. 

b.  Evaluate  new  sniper  equipment  and  effictiveness  of  existing  equip¬ 
ment. 


c#  Evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  present  sniper  activities  in  HVN. 

To  date  the  5th  SFGA  has  scored  its  sniper  kills  utilizing  the  starlight  scope 
and  H-16  rifle.  This  has  been  in  contrast  to  what  had  been  expected  through 
use  of  M-ID  rifle  with  M-8U  scope  and  M-l6  rifle  with  the  Realist  scope. 

8.  (C)  Airboat  Communications  Systems, x  Due  to  the  extremely  high  noise 

level  cm  an  airboat,  standard  radio  transmitters  and  receivers  v: so  impossible 
to  use.  An  ENSURE  request  was  submitted  for  a  suitable  airboat  communications 
system  which  USAIWL  is  presently  developing.  However,  the  5th  SFGA  Signal 
Maintenance  Facility  has  developed  an  interim  system  utilizing  available 
components.  The  AN/  PRC-25  radio  vill  be  used  for  FM  communications  and  the 
inboat  intercom  between  the  driver  and  the  gunner  wall  consist  of  two  add¬ 
itional  FRC-25  modules  mounted  in  a  waterproof  ammunition  box  with  a  BA-386 
for  its  power  supply.  The  headsets  are  modified  sound  suppressing  earmuffs 
with  built  in  receiver  diaphram.  The  microphone  is  an  exygon  mask  type  with 
built  in  microphone.  This  system  is  presently  being  installed  in  the  airboats 
with  the  evaluation  to  take  place  during  Sept  through  Oct. 

B,  Items  Due  In  For  Test  And  Evaluation  By  5th  SFGA, 

1.  (C)  Position  Marker  FM-3 

This  Marker  is  a  modification  of  the  FM-1,  with  all  the  seme 
characteristics  and  functioning,  however  the  smoke  payload  is  supposed  to 
have  been  greatly  increased.  Item  is  due  in  for  testing  during  Sept. 

2'*  (C)  Patrol  Seismic  Intrusion  Detector. 

The  detector  is  a  sensor  system  small  and  li$it  enough  (each 
detector  weighs  8  ounses  and  is  the  size  of  a  paper  back  book)  to  be  carried 
by  a  patrol.  Each  system  oontains  U  detectors  and  one  monitor e  Detector  is 
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sensitive  enough  to  detect  footetops  at  J)  metara  and  capable  of  giving  alert 
to  monitor  unit  over  distance  of  one  milo.  5th  SFGA  is  duo  to  re clove  10-15 
systems  for  evaluation  between  Aug  and  'Jet, 

3.  (C)  Trace  Motal  Dotection  Kit. 

The  Detection  Kit  contains  two  battery  powarod  ultra-violet 
light  sources,  a  battery  charger,  and  10  plastic  3pray  cans  containing  a 
chemical  solution.  The  Detection  Kit  workes  on  the  principle  of  making 
traces  of  motal 3  visible  by  means  of  ultra-violet  light  in  conjunction 
with  a  chemical  oolution.  Metal  leaves  a  characteristic  residue  on  skin 
and  clothing  in  patterns  and  intensities  due  t  weight,  friction,  and 
duration  of  exposure  to  the  metal.  By  using  the  kit  it  can  be  determined' 
if  a  suspect  has  been  in  contact  with  a  weapon,  each  of  which  leaved  a 
characteristic  pattern,  5th  SFGA  was  due  to  recievc  this  item  for  evaluat¬ 
ion  in  Juno,  however  as  of  yet  none  have  arrived 4 

k.  (C)  Mine  Firing  Switch,  MFS-X1. 

Seven  Mine  Firing  Switches  were  duo  in  mid-July  for  evaluation, 
based  on  a  request  put  in  by  5th  SFGA  to  the  limited  warfare  laboratories 
Liaison  Officer.  The  switch  provides  a  light  weight  battery  powered  (BA-30) 
device  that  will  datonato  M18A1  Claymor  or  similar  anti-personnel  mines, 
or  any  explosive  devices  that  employ  the  M-6  or  similar  electric  blasting 
cap.;.  The  switch  consists  of  a  waterproof  case  with  conn  actors  to  accomodate 
the  firing  leads  to  10  explosive  devices,  which  may  be  fired  individually 
or  in  salvo. 

5.  (C)  liCMi  Rapid  fire  Grenade  Launcher  Systems, 

Evaluation  of  three  systems  of  rapid  fire  grenade  launchers  is 
duo  to  begin  in  Aug- Oct  67,  The  systems  to  bo  evaluated  are:  (a)  Hand 
crankod,  low  velocity  grenado  launcher;  (b)  Automatic,  low  velocity  gronado 
launcher;  and  (c)  Automatic,  high  velocity  grenado  launcher.  The  5th  SFGA 
is  scheduled  to  rociove  two  of  each  systems  for  evaluation, 

C,  Recently  evaluated  items  that  were  of  interest  to  5th  SFGA 

l,  (l?)  Battery  Operated  Flunresant  Lamp  (Saf&r1  Light.) 

This  9  pound  lanp  has  an  11  inch  miniature  fluorescent  tube  powered 
by  a  110  volt  external  AC  source  or  by  two  69  volt  batteries.  It  is  designed 
to  be  hand  carried  or  suspended  by  eyolets.  Battery  life  is  between  hO  and  80 
hours  depending  on  high  or  low  intensity  use.  The  lamp  is  ido&l  for  emergency 
lighting  of  TOC's,  medical  ai  d  cornno  bunkers,  helipod  marking,  etc.  Since  the 
light  is  an  off-theshelf  item,  procuremso  t  should  not  take  leng.  The  reccouended 
basis  for  issue  is?  A-Det-U,  B-Det-U,  C -Dot-3 ? 
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2.  (C)  Battle  Field  IUumanation  System. 

The  Battle  Field  Illumanati  on  System  is  a  support  weapon  *h  ich  will 

Srovide  illumination  over  a  target  area  600  meters  in  diameter  at  a  distance  of 
10  to  6?0  meters  from  the  launch  site.  The  system  is  a  lightwoi^it,  portable, 
one  use  launcherrc ontainin g  12  projectiles.  Each  projectile  bums  for  30  seconds, 
with  the  entire  system,  onee'firdd,  programmed  to  discharge  the  projectiles  at 
predetermined  intervals  therely  providing  a  total  of  6  minutes  of  illumination. 

An  interrupter  built  into  the  launcher  allows  firing  of  only  one  minute  or  of 
three  minutes  of  illumination  as  desired.  No  operator  is  necessary  after  the 
fuse  is  ignited.  The  battle  illumination  system  will  not  only  provide  for  an 
additional  in -camp  Illumination  capability,  but  also  free  the  mortors  from* 
firing- illumination  missions,  permitting  mor  HE  missions  to ‘-bo  fired*  These 
systems  ore  being  requested  on  an  ENSURE  basis  for  distribution  to  all  A  and 
B  Detachments  in  country. 

3.  (C)  Linear  Anti-Personnel  Mine  (Fragmacord) 

The  mine  consist©  of  a  2$  foot  length  of  waterproof  flexible, 
explosive,  1/2  inch  diameter  cord,  beaded  with  coiled  fragmentation  rings 
crimped  to  the  cord.  The  cord  is  capable  of  beiqg  cut  into  smaller  lengths 
or  several  mines  may  be  connected  by  small  metal  couplings  for  longer  lengths. 
This  new  munition  can  be  used  to  mine  ditches,  mine  outer  perimeter  wire  around 
camps,  mine  trails,  or  as  the  main  charge  in  booby  traps.  Fragmacord  is  not 
a  standard  item,  however  5th  SFQA  has  urged  its  rapid  development  and  pro¬ 
curement  as  a  standard  item.  There  is  no  indication  as  to  when  it  might 
become  available. 

ii.  (B)  Lightweight  Jungle  Hammocks, 

The  hammock  is  constructed  from  water  repellant  treated  nylon 
fabric,  3  feet  by  8  feet  in  size,  with  two  15  foot,  l/h  inch  thick,  polyester 
drawcords.  The  evaluation  of  the  hammocks  has  been  completed  and  the  5th  SFQA 
has  requested  a  basis  of  issue  of  one  per  USASF, 

5.  (U)  Lightweight  Nylon  Rucksack. 

Thirty-one  lightweight  rucksacks  wore  tested  by  5th  SFGA,  A  high 
degree  of  enthusiasm  was  expressed  by  indivduaLs  conducting  the  tosting.  The 
noteworthy  features  of  the  rucksacks  are:  Lightweight  nylon  construction,  quick- 
release  buckles  on  shoulder  straps,  plastic  holding  device  on  the  drawstrings 
for  the  large  compartment,  fivie  sections  of  webbing  with  eyelets  for  mounting 
additional  equipment,  and  a  pocket  with  velcro  fastener  in  the  cover  of  the 
large  compartment.  The  requested  basis  of  issue  is  one  per  USASF.  No  infor¬ 
mation  is  presently  available  as  to  when  the  item  will  be  available  for  issue. 
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SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  THE  ACTION  AT  GAMP  THUMB  DUNG,  8  April  196?. 

The  following  special  report  was  prepared  by  the  21st  Military  History 
Detachment*  It  describes  the  small  unit  actions  that  took  place  on  0  April 
196?  within  the  TAOR  of  CIDG  Camp  Trung  Dung  (coord  BP  932951 )>  which  is 
advised  by  US  Special  Forces  Detachment  A-502,  9th  SFG  (Abn),  and  command; A 
by  Captain  Ngoc,  Vietnamese  Special  Forces,  Army  Republic  of  Vietnam,, 

Prior  to  8  April  1967,  CIDG  operations  from  Camp  Trung  Dung  had  made 
numerous  contacts  with  local  Viet  Cong  throughout  the  camp's  Tactical  Area 
of  Responsibility,  (TAOR)  but  at  no  time  since  the  camp's  Inc  option  (1  Jan  66) 
had  any  NVA  contact  been  made  until  22«23  Mar  196?e  On  these  dates ,  one  CUM) 
company  (95?)  was  out  on  a  soarch  and  destroy  operation  about  three  kiicmeiors 
west  of  My  Loc  (locale  for  8  April  6?  action)  at  coord  BP  857513#  when  contact 
was  mads  with  an  NVA  oanpany  (+)»  The  NVA  unit  attomptod  to  surround  tho  CIDG 
company,  but  was  unsuccessful. 

This  contact  was  tho  first  NVA  contact  mado  within  this  TAQR«  An  un¬ 
usual  aspect  of  this  action  was  the  fact  that  this  contact  and  subsequent 
attempt  at  encirclement  occurred  in  daylight  hours,  which  indicated  v  very 
aggressive  end  confident  enemy  force  was  now  confronting  lha  CTDO  of'  Vynp 
Trung  Dung, 

The  CO  of  Det  A-502,  Captain  Doason,  wna  avrnro  of  tho  7th,  Bih  ond  r/t fo 
Battalions  of  the  18B  NVA  Regiment  being  in  the  Province,  but  not  until 
22-23  March  did  ho  know  that  at  least  one  Battalion  wat?  in  h is  TAG!! , 

This  appearance  of  an  NVA  unit  within  the  TAOR  created  no  real  awpi  tna 
to  Captain  Deason  and  Captain  Ngoc  because  many  Intelligence  safaris  lied  boon 
coming  in  indicating  that  tha  VC  wore  critically  short,  of  food  and  would  p  xiu 
come  looking  for  rice , 

Within  the  TAOR  are  four  rice  atorago  areas  or  warehouses ,  fly  nont  ro)  l  isg 
the  rice  from  planting  to  harvesting  to  storage,  OPT  Henson  fwuiet  }•«  oould  »*n- 
trol  the  VC  activities  to  the  point  that  large  massing  of  '  *n«a  weri  preset.!.  ,lly 
impossible  due  to  tho  lack  of  available  foodstuffs  to  aus*  n  that  f'ornc# 

One  of  the  four  rice  storage  areas  indlonlnd  above  la  Innniad  in  a  hivnlst 
called  Hbi  Phuoc,  about  four  kilomotors  sout'rwoat  of  Camp  Tninj?  flung  at 
coordinates  BP903937®  It  was  against  this  fitorago  area  t(mt  tho  NVA  l.auno'u  d 
an  early  mornJng  attack  hoping  to  capture  tho  much  needed  rice  stores ,  At 
0135  hours  8  April  196?,  CPT  Ngoc  was  informed  by  tho  Dlsn  Khanh  District 
Chief  that  one  of  his  Popular  Force  (FF)  units  at  Hoi  Phuoc  had  Jits  t  mnw 
under  an  attack  by  an  estimated  octnpany  of  VC,  (See  sketch  //l), 

CPT  Ngoc  immediately  conferred  with  his  SF  advisor,  CPT  UcftBon,  TK 
plan  of  action  that  evolved  is  described  below  and  is  portrayed  on  tho 
attached  sketches c 

When  the  enerry  attacked  the  PF  outpost  at  Hoi  Phuoc,  they  apparently 
were  unaware  of  three  separate  platoon  size  night  ambush  sites  that  had  been 
set  up  as  routine  night  security  for  the  area. 

These  thres  platoons  were  out  of  CIDG  Company  956  from  Camp  Trung  Thing, 

(See  sketch  #2). 

Using  a  TR-20  radio,  CPT  Ngoc  called  these  three  platoon  leads  re  (oacSi 
had  HT-X  radios )  and  gave  them  quick  and  complete  instructions  to  move 
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wo  vinits  to  blocking  positions  to  their  east  along  the  My  loc  road,  and  , 
to  move  one  platoon  to  the  south,  blocking  the  VC  route  of  withdrawal. 

(See  sketch  #2  and  #3).  These  three  platoons  were  in  their  assigned  areas 
within  30  minutes. 

Meanwhile,  CFT  Deason  had  hoped  to  reinforce  the  platoon  in  the  southern 
blocking  position  with  a  CjDG  company  from  Camp  Trung  Dung.  His  plan  was  to 
move  this  company  south  iron  camp  on  Highway  #1  (See  sketch  #1)  to  the  inter¬ 
section  of  the  My  Loc  road,  move  east  and  north  until  reaching  the  hamlet  of 
Dai  Huu,  then  move  over  into  the  rice  fields  jist  east  of  Dai  Huu  where  the 
southern  blocking  platoon  was  located.  (See  sketch  #1  and  #3)® 

Unfortunately,  the  execution  of  this  plan  required  coordination  and 
approval  from  the  District  Chief  of  Cam  Lem  (see  sketch  #1),  since  almost  all 
movement  would  be  through  his  district.  Since  time  was  of  the  essence  in  order 
to  trap  the  enemy  fores,  this  plan  was  discarded  when  word  was  received  around 
0200  that  all  three  platoons  of  Company  356  had  arrived  in  position,  were  now 
in  contact  with  the  enemy  force,  and  were  receiving  heavy  fire.  CIDG  Company 
358  was  immediately  loaded  onto  three  2U  ton  trucks  (aO  men  to  a  truck)  and 
sent  west  on  Highway  U20.U21  (known  locally  as  HT-2)  to  the  intersection  of 
Highway  U20/u21  and  the  northern  end  of  My  Loc  road.  (See  sketch  #1  and  $i)„ 

It  was  beginning  to  appear  to  CFT  Deason  and  CPT  Ngoc  that  either  two 
companies  of  local  VC  were  being  engaged  or  an  NVA  or  !,hard  core'1  unit  had 
arrived  in  the  area.  This  thesis  was  further  strengthened  whan  the  CD  of 
Company  358  called  at  0230  hours  to  announce  that  as  soon  as  his  unit  de¬ 
trucked  (south  of  the  bridge),  they  too  came  under  heavy  firs,  (See  sketch 
$*)e  An  enemy  automatic  weapon  position  was  just  southwest  of  the  bridge, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  My  Loc  road  and  was  preventing  Company  558  plus 
the  platoons  from  Company  556  from  advancing.  (See  sketch  #h).  The  strength, 
identification,  and  composition  of  the  ensny  force  had  not  become  known  as 
yet,  and  CPT  Deason  recommended  all  remaining ' reserve  forces  within  the  camp 
be  mobilized  and  moved  to  the  area  of  contact.  CFT  Deason  felt  that  if  the 
CO  of  Company  558,  who  had  the  best  unit  in  'die  camp,  was  having  difficulty 
with  the  enemy  farce,  then  he'd  better  get  all  the  troops  he  could  muster  in 
to  the  area  as  well  as  himself.  He  also  felt  that  they  were  up  against  a  well 
trained  and  organized  N  VA  force. 

After  CFT  Ngoc  agreed,  the  reserve  forces  (one  platoon  each  from  Companies' 
556,  557,  and  558)  were  quickly  loaded  into  trades  and  moved  out.  At  021*5-0250, 
they  arrived  to  the  rear  of  Cksnpany  558,  which  had  just  overcome  the  enemy 
blocking  element*  (See  sketch  #5)®  The  enemy  blocking  force  was  composed  of 
at  least  six  NVA  soldiers.  Five  NVA  were  dead  at  their  positions,  along  with 
the  12®  and  four  AK-liT’s  which  were  immediately  secured.  One  heavy  blood  trail 
indicated  that  a  6th  man  was  dragged  or  had  crawled  away  from  the  position. 

OFT  Dsascn  irarediately  realised  that  if  troops  could  be  moved  further 
south  along  the  My  Loc  road,  they  could  then  box  the  NVA  force  into  a  pocket 
formed  by  Company  358  and  one  platoon  to  the  north  and  northwest,  two  platoons 
to  the  west  and.  aoutferest,  and  one  platoon  to  the  south.  Additionally,  a  call 
went  out  to  the  District  Chief  requesting  that  a  FF  unit  be  moved  south  of  Hoi 
Phuc  to  seal  off  the  east.  (See  s fetch  #6). 
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Action  and  contacts  ware  sporadic  throughout  tho  remaining  hours  of 
darkness  as  the  CIDG  continued  to  advance  and  encircle  the  OTA  fences. 

The  ii.,2  inch  mortar  at  Camp  Trung  Dung  had  continuously  illuminated 
the  area  and  fired  approximately  3f>0  illuminating  rounds  before  daylight. 

In  addition,  a  "Moonshine”  aircraft  (C-U7  armed  with  flares  only)  arrived 
in  answer  to  OPT  Deascrt’s  request,  but  departed  the  area  after  dropping 
three  flares,  (The  pilot  said  he  was  receiving  3?mm  AA  fire,  but  no  one 
else  saw  or  heard  any  AA  fire ),  The  "Moonshine"  aircraft  pilot  was  asked 
to  send  a  "Spooky"  flare  ship  (AC-4?  armed  with  ?,62nm  "Gatling  guns"  plus 
flares)  as  a  replacement.  Spooky  was  on  sito  from  0?l5  until  daylight. 

As  morning  approached,  tho  CIDG  forces  had  continued  their  sweep  of 
the  area  to  the  south  and  southeast  until  their  disposition  was  as  depicted 
in  sketch  #8, 

Since  a  FAC  and  fighter  aircraft  were  overhead  at  first  light,  CHS?  Season 
requested  a  napalm  strike  on  a  small  hill  to  the  front.  Automatic  weapons  fire 
was  being  received  from  the  hill,  and  CPT  Deason  had  personally  observed  two 
OTA  soldiers  running  onto  the  hill,  (See  sketch  #7)® 

While  the  CIDG  forces  held  their  positions,  the  hill  was  entirely  burned 
off  with  napalm a  After  the  strike,  the  sweep  continued  and  three  charred 
weapons  were  found  on  the  hilla 

All  contact  had  ceased  by  0?00,  and  tho  CIDG  forces  reorganised  and  swept 
back  through  the  area,  finding  22  OTA  bodies  and  taking  one  FW»  (Sea  sketch  #8), 

At  08 00,  one  additional  airstrike  was  placed  cn  the  suspected  OTA  assembly 
area  (coord  BP  85>25>11), 

During  this  period,  the  CIDG  forces  had  suffered  only  one  killed  and  six 
wounded,  (One  of  the  wounded  CIDG  died  later  in  the  8th  Field  Hospital), 

All  forces  cleared  tho  area  by  0830  and  returned  truinphantly  to  Camp 
Trung  Dung,  The  22  OTA  bodies  and  the  21  captured  weapons  were  displayed  for 
all  to  see  and  photographed  for  psychological  purposes. 

The  CIDG  forces  had.  come  up  against  the  best  of  one  OTA  Battalion  (see 
note  1  below)  and  had  come  out  the  victor  due  to  the  followings 

1,  Excellent  ccsgmunications, 

2,  Quick  and  aggressive  response  to  orders, 

3*  Familiarity  of  terrain  and  area  of  operations. 

it*  Continuous  illumination  which  afforded  good  maneuver  and  precluded 
OTA  from  mass  exodus  from  the  area  undetected, 

i>«  ¥ell  trained  leader  in  advisor  role, 

6,  Mutual  respect  between  advised  and  the  advisor, 

7,  Timeliness  in  receiving  report  of  initial  contact. 

8,  Preselected  and  occupied  security  positions  throughout  the  aroa  of 
responsibility  as  opposed  to  "close  in"  positions. 


9e  Flat,  open  terrain  which  afforded  excellent  maneuverability, 
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NOTE*  1  ~  ‘i’ho  NVA  P*r  lator  explained  that  the  personnel  of  his  battalion 

were  sick  and  hungry.  iGf>  personnel  wore  selected,  based  on  their 
good  health  condition,  to  attack  the  rice  warehouse  for  tho  much 
needed  foodstuffs. 


On  Vj  April  1967  (one  week  later)  another  search  and  dostrr  r 
poration  from  Camp  Trung  Dung  found  fresh  graves  containing  20 
•  dditionsl  bodies  vicinity  of  coord  BP8S25>11,  where  the  last  air- 
itril®  had  been  conducted  on  8  April..  Since  no  other  action  had 
occurred  since  8  April  1967  In  this  TAOR,  tho  bodies  can  safely 
be  credit  d  to  tho  8  April  contact,  (Either  wounded  NVA  who  Inter 
died  and/or  casualties  suffered  during  the  airstrip  which  was 
placed  against  the  suspected  assembly  ore.), 

TOTAL  ENEMY  LOSSES  -  U2  NVA  K3A 

21  Weapons  captured. 


TOTAL  FRIENDLY  LOSSES  -  2  CIDO  KIA 


5  CEDG  WIA 


No  equipment  losses 

Information  contained  in  this  report  is  based  upon  a  taped  interview  with  CD, 
Detachment  A-502,  Captain  Deason.  Interview  conducted  et  Camp  Tr~ig  Dung  by 
LTC  M.  H,  Jenkins,  CO,  21at  Military  History  Detachmsnt  (Airborne),  5th 
Special  Forces  Group  (Airborne),  1st  Special  Forces, 
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Sketches  1  thru  8  Quitted 
From  Copies  9-35 
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AFTER  ACTION  REPORT:  ATTACK  ON  ^ON  THTK'.  TIE  FOLLOWING  CHRONOLOGICAL  SUM¬ 
MARY  OF  THF.  AC  I’ T ON  OF  fl  MAY  1967  WAS  EXTRACTED  FROM  THE 
MONTH!, Y  OPERATIONAL  SUMMARY  OF  DETACHMENT  A  -110  ' 

0210  hr?.  -  Six  t,o  eight  round  burn!,  of  small  anus  fire  wan  heard  east  of  cmp. 

No  other  ,nounds  \<rere  hoard.  No  particular  significance  wan  given  to 
this  fact  at  the  time  because  the  enemy  lad  fired  weapons  ar >und 
the  poistion  on  previous  occasions  apparently  to  draw  fire  in  order 
to  better  determine  the  AW  positions. 

0230  hrs.  -  Attack  commenced-  I.^GPT  Chamber lain7  was  sitting  in  the  entrance 
to  the  command  bunker  when  mortar  anJ  recoilles  rifle  fire  of  great 
intensity  started  landing  throughout  the  USSF  position  and  along 
the  perimeter.  Although  some  minutes  must  have  pant,  it  seemed 
that  small  arms  fire  broke  out  along  the  perimeter  almost  immed¬ 
iately. 

0265  hrs.  ~  SSG  Gibson,  radio  supv,  and  Kiet,  camp  interpreter,  joined  me  at 
the  CP  bunker.  Throughout  this  time  a  constant  monitor  was  made 
of  the  USMC  Bn  Tac  net.  Situation  at  this  time  was  still  not 
clear  and.  scope  of  enamy  attack  not  fully  appreciated. 

0255  hrs. —  SSG  Brillante  and  SGT  Zicaro  joined  the  group  at  the  CP  bunker. 

Enemy  by  this  time  had  penetrated  Co  146  position  and  sappers 
were  moving  into  USSFZlIDB  area.  Some  confusion  existed  at  this 
time  because  of  the  difficulty  of  determining  if  the  moving  per¬ 
sonnel  were  NVA  or  CIDG,  who,  having  been  pushed  off  the  per¬ 
imeter,  were  looking  for  a  dace  to  regroup.  Within  a  few  momnents 
we  were  able  to  determine  who  the  enemy  were  and  the  NCO's  at  my 
position  took  them  under  fire  with  small  arms  and  grenades. 

0300-0320  Fighting  continued  around  the  bunker  with  exchange  of  grenades  anl 
small  arms  fire.  At  least  6  homemade  grenades  exploded  outside  the 
CP  bunker  but  did  no  damage.  One  AT  round  from  a  B-40  hit  the  north 
side  of  the  bunker  and  penetrated  through  the  sandbags  into  the 
connex  box  that  formed  the  base  for  the  bunker.  Throughout  this 
period  we  were  able  to  hold  the  CP  bunker  and  had  suffered  only 
minor  wounds  to  USSF  personnel. 

Q320  hrs.  -  Enemy  moved  a  flame  thrower  to  a  position  cn  the  right  front  of  the 
CP  bunker,  firing  from  about  10  to  15  meters  range.  They  put  the 
first  shot  right  in  the  front  of  the  CP  bunker,  but  for  seme  reason 
ignition  of  the  fuel  was  not  complete.  There  was  a  flash  and  roar 
and  it  wa3  immediately  dec! led  to  abandon  the  position. 

0330  hrs.-  Relocated  CP  group  into  the  Sea  Bee's  area.  Until  our  arrival  the 

See  Bees  had  not  realized  the  situation  and  were  still  deep  in  their 
bankers.  They  were  Immediately  informed  of  the  situation  and 
moved  into  the  trenches,  and  a  secondary  strong  point  was  created. 

At  this  time  cooridination  and  communication  was  reastablished  with 
Camp  Commander  and  the  LLDB  Det.  By  using  one  of  their  radios, 
communication  Has  reestablished  on  the  Bn  Tac  Net. 
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(1135  hrs.  -  Remainder  if  the  UGSF  Pet  (OPT  King,  SFC  Loff,  SFO  lansberry,  SFC 
Cornea)  joined  ufi  at.  the  Sea  Pen's  posit  ion.  They  had  been  located 
on  top  of  hill  15ft  in  positions  within  the  area  of  construction 
for  the  new  camp.  They  too  had  been  confused  a3  to  the  situation 
and  it  was  not  until  they  observed  the  flame  thrower  being  usf'd 
that  thoy  realized  the  seriousness  of  the  situation,  NOTE;  (ill¬ 
umination  throughout  the  action  was  vorv  sporadic.  The  supply  of 
hand  held  flares  was  rapidly  exhausted,  and  the  U35F  Pimm  mortal' 
position  was  untenable  for  all  practical  purposes  during  this 
phase  of  the  action.  A  f  (.are  ship  was  on  station  a  good  portion 
of  the  time  hut  was  having  difficulty  in  getting  orientod  ov  r 
the  position.  This,  coupled  with  low  cieling  and  smoke,  made  ita 
effectiveness  verv  limited.  The  importance  of  illuminations  were 
obvious.  When  there  was  sufficent  light  definate  lulls  in  the 
fighting,  particular Iv  along  the  perimeter,  would  occur,  only  to 
be  folic-  id  by  intense  action  as  soon  as  the  flares  burned  out). 

04-00-0500  USSF  and  Sea  Ceos  remained  in  position,  and  we  satisfied  ourselves 
hrs  with  keeping  the  enemy  out  of  our  position.  Fighting  continued  to 

be  very  heavy  along  the  Marine  perimeter.  Some  difficulty  was 
encountered  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  USMC  situation.  During  this 
period  antno  was  resupplied  to  them  by  using  amtracks.  The  Bn 
Commander  utilized  the  Marine  Engineers  to  reinforce  and  strengthen 
'their  position.  Some  confusion  and  shooting  'took  place  as  the 
amtracks  passed  in  front  of  the  CIDG  positions.  No  confussion 
existed  regarding  whose  tracks  they  were,  but  rather  in  regards 
to  the  ground  element  moving  with  them.  The  camp  commander  was 
able  to  get  things  under  control  very  rapidly  once  he  was  made 
aware  of  the  situation.  NOTE;  (During  the  period  there  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  times  when  we  could  have  brought  enemy  force  'under  fire 
from  cur  position  but  due  to  the  confussion  I  directed  all  USSF 
and  Sea  Bee  personnel  to  hold  their  fire  until  I  was  absolutely 
sure  of  the  target.  This  occured  mainly  in  the  Marine  position 
in  the  east  just  north  of  where  the  airstrip  bisected  the  per- 
im  iter). 

0500-0630  The  situation  at  this  time  had  clarified  itself  enough  so  that  we 
hrs  were  able  to  take  steps  to  push  the  enemy  elements  out  of  our 

immediate  area.  During  this  time  the  ,50  cal  MG  position  was 
reoccupi^d  3.1x1  *?if«?ct-xv0  fire  pxsese  on  x. ho  onon\y  xi*oops  occupin^ 
part  of  the  Marine  perimeter  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  CIDG 
perimeter.  This  weapon  was  kept  going  until  mechanical  failure 
coupled  with  personnel  being  wounded  forced  us  to  leave  the  gun 
and  return  to  a  secure  position  where  we  were  able  to  place  fire 
on  the  enemy. 

0630  hrs.--  At  this  time  it  became  obvious  that:  (l)  the  enemy  was  trying  tfco  ’ 
effect  a  withdrawl,  and  (2)  he  had  waited  too  long  and  had  a  large 
number  of  men  trapped  inside  the  perimeter.  As  the  Tight  condit¬ 
ions  improved  the  action  took  on  the  characteristics  of  a  turkey 
shoot.  I  believe  without  a  doubt  the  enemy  took  his  greatest 
casualtiss  during  this  period.  He  simply  waited  to  long. 
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0730  hrs.  -  Action  t  r-minated  exeunt  for  :some  ym;i  1 1  pockets  of  resi  3toanco. 

USMC  file-  nt  immodiatelv  started  sweeping  the  area  outside  the 

perimeter.  Mrder-  a*  operations  commenced  and  continued  through¬ 
out  the  remainder  of  the  morning. 

NOTES  AND  OBSERVATIONS: 

1.  The  enemy  placed  his  weighted  main  attack  force  against  the 
east  perimeter  where  the  USMC /O IDG  lines  joined.  A  secondary  attack  was  made 
from  the  west,  also  hitting  the  junction  of  USMC/CIDG  lines. 

2.  Because  of  the  mount,  of  explof  Lves  used  during  the  attack  and 
the  amount  left  behind  as  well  as  the  large  number  of  rocket  launchers,  it  is 
evident  that  the  destruction  of  bunkers  and  engineer  equipment  was  a  secondary 
mission  of  the  attacking  force. 

3.  The  enemy  made  two  mistakes  that  robbed  him  of  a  possible  victory, 

a.  If  the  attack  had  been  set  for  midnight  he  would  have  quite 
00s sib lyyhari  time  to  accomplish  his  mission  and  withdraw  under*cover of  darkness. 

b.  If  the  troops  making  the  secondary  attack  from  the  west  would 
have  moved  straight  thru  the  Sea  Bee’s  position,, which  initially  would  have 
been  quite  easv  to  reduca,  they  could  have  pinched  off  Delta  1/4  and  effectively 
isolated  them  from  the  other  elements.  One  Delta  had  been  destroyed,  I  believe 
the  rest  of  the  defences  would  have  collapsed  fairly  rapidly.  The  enemy  in¬ 
telligence  and  rehearsal  failed  to  realize  this. 

U.  The  enemy’s  use  of  homemade  concussion  grenades  in  the  SF  area 
was  not  effective.  Had  he  used  fragmentation  grenades  the  number  of  casualties 
would  have  been  much  higher. 

5.  When  working  in  close  harmony  with  US  Forces  the  selection 
of.  radio  fre.  rencies  is  quite  critical.  The  HT-1  radios  used  by  CIDG/LLDB 
for  their  command  not  have  a  tendency  to  completely  override  any  frequences 
that  come  anvwhere  near  their  fixed  frequency, 

6.  Overall  control  and  fir<  discipline  has  to  be  closely  monitored 
during  actions  involving  joint  US  and  Vietnamese  troops  to  avoid  the  development 
of  Internal  fire  fights.  During  the  action  I  had  the  company  canmander  completely 
cease  fire  until  the  situation  was  clear. 

7.  The  overall  performance  of  CIDG  troops  was  quite  commendable. 

They  responded  well  to  orders  issued  by  the  company  commander.  The  camp  co- 
nmander’s  attitude  had  a  great  helo  on  stabilizing  the  men  with  his  calm, 
don’t-get-excited  attitude. 

CRAIG  R.  CHAMBERLAIN 
CRT  INF 
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SUCCESS  STORY j  RE LOCATION  Of  REFUGEES  OJ  T-K  CENTRAL  HIGH  LANDS . 

Tho  following  artlclo,  which  w ns  released  for  publication  by  the  5th 
SR}  Public  Information  Office,  describes  refugee  resettlement  operations  that, 
took  place  during  the  period  25  March  -  7  April  1967. 

FLEIKU  (U,S.  Army)  -  A  recent  operation  conducted  by  Vietnamese  and  American 
Special  Forces  (Green  Florets )  succeeded  in  freeing  750  villagers  and  16,000  pounds 
of  rice  from  Viet  Gong  control.  The  villager's  wore:  moved -at  their  own  roquost- 
to  a  3ocui’o,  government -controlled  .-iron,  where  tlioy  can  live  in  ponco.  froo  from 
VC  terrorism.  Their  household  goods,  rice  stocks,  and  animals  wore  moved  with  them, 
so  that,  t-hoy  will  be  able  to  make  a  good  start  in  thoir  new  homos™ 

The  story  began  whan  a  combat  patrol  from  tho  Special  Forces  camp  at  Plai 
Me,  in  the  central  highlands,  made  contact  with  approximately  U50  Jarai  villagers 
living  a  few  kilometers  northeast  of  the  camp  (the  Jarai  are  members  of  the  ethnic 
and  cultural  minor ity  known  as  "Montagnards",  who  inhabit  the  remote  mountain 
areas  of  central  Vietnam),,  Tho  people  told  tho  patrol  members  that  the  Viet  Cong 
had  forced  thorn  to  build  a  bunker  system  in  the  area,  had  token  away  many  young 
men  for  conscripts,  and  had  "taxed"  much  rice  frem  them.  They  asked  If  the 
Special  Fore  as  could  move  them  to  the  district  headquarters  at  Phu  Nhon,  where 
they  could  live  without  further  VC  harassment,  Capatln  Lowell  M.  Scott,  the 
senior  American  advisor  with  the  patrol,  said  that  he  woul<  ry  to  arrange  the 
movo.  Captain  Scott  then  secured  the  aroa  with  his  three  companies  of  Civilian 
Irregular  Defense  Group  (CODG)  soldiers,  and  requested  assistance  3r,  moving  the 
people  and  their  belongings. 

When  tho  request  for  help  was  received  at  the  Special  Forces  Company  Head 
quarters  in  Ploiku,  the  staff  immediately  coordinated  with  the  Uth  Infantry 
Division  to  obtain  helicopters,  and  with  the  Office  of  Civil  Operations  and 
the  Pleiku  Province  Headquarters  to  arrange  the  resettlement.  The  government 
of  Vietnam  agreed  to  provide  vacant  land  in  the  Phu  Nhon  area  for  the  people 
to  settle  on. 

Within  36  hours  aftei  the  people  asked  to  be  moved,  the  first  helicopter 
load  was  moving  from  the  ole  village  site  to  Phu  Fhon.  The  move  was  supervised 
by  Captain  Scott  and  by  Mr.  Frank  Pavich,  the  Assistant  Province  Representative 
of  the  Offioe  of  Ci.vil  Operations  in  Pleiku.  Arrangements  at  Phu  Nhon  were 
handled  by  the  District  Chief,  assisted  by  the  Revolutionary  Development  Team 
working  in  the  area,  and  by  the  MA.CV  sub-sector  advisory  team. 

By  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  all  the  paople,  with  their  household 
goods,  animals,  and  rice,  had  been  moved  from  the  old  area.  The  VC  bunker  system 
was  destroyed,  and  the  deserted  villages  were  burned  so  that  the  VC  could  mate 
no  use  of  them. 

At  11  ie  same  time  the  move  in  Plei  Me 1  s  area  was  taking  place,  a  patrol  fran 
Camp  Due  Co,  another  Special  Forces  camp  thirty  kilometers  northwest  of  Plei  Me, 
had  contacted  another  J>00  Jarai  who  were  similarly  anxious  to  be  removed  from 
VC  control.  These  people  showed  the  patrol  where  a  large  rice  cache,  part  of 
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the  VC  supply  system,  was  located.  They  nskod  that  they  be  moved  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  order  to  avoid  VC  reprisals.  Captain  Lawrence  R.  Am  on,  commander 
of  tho  A  detachment  at  Due  Co  and  oonior  advisor  to  tho  patrol, requested 
assistance  in  moving  the  people  and  the  captured  rice.  Again  helicopters  wore 
provided  hy  tho  ?«t-h  Infantry  Division,  and  shortly  thereafter  the  people  were 
relocated  to  a  Vietnamese  Government  settlement  area  near  Thanh  An  District 
headquarters.  Land  and  housing  materials  wore  provided  for  them,  and  the 
building  of  new  homos  commenced. 

All  in  all,  the  operation  resulted  in  the  liberation  of  7p0  Jam!.,  who 
had  previously  been  subjected  to  taxation,  conscription,  and  forced  labor  by 
the  Viet  Congj  and  in  depriving  the  VC  of  a  great  .mount  of  rice— enough,  in 
fact,  to  feed  two  VC  combat  battalions  for  a  month!  It  was  a  major  setback 
far  Charllo,  and  an  accomplishment  of  which  tlie  Green  Berets  are  justly  proud. 
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1.  Favinp  been  forced  from  their  homes  once,  faced  with  another  com¬ 
pulsory  move  to  an  unfamiliar  area,  and  subject  to  Viet  Coup  prof a^anda 
imploring  and  treatening  them  to  leave  Pa  To  to  return  to  their  homes,  2,30 0 
refugees  were  persuaded  to  scatter,  rnakinp  the  planned  airlift  of  refugees 
to  Nghia  Han  imposs’ ble .  Approximat<  l.v  3£0  have  already  returned  to  the  Sons 
Ve  Valiev  which  they  were  nreviousiy  f  orced  to  leave  by  the  101st  Airborne 
Divl3on.  Late  intelligence  reports  indicate  that  others  \re  waiting  in  small 
groups  t.o  Infiltrate  back  into  their  home  territory.  Tho  majority,  however, 
arc  probablv  still j  n  the  Ha  To  safe  area,  afraid  of  show  ng  up  to  be  air¬ 
lifted  to  Nghia  IJarui  and  also  afraid  of  returning  to  theii  previous  homeland 
where  they  are  subject  to  Viet  Cong  domination  as  /ell  as  artillery  fire  .and 
bombs  from  from  F'lMAF  units.  The  basic  problem  is  tor 

a.  Prevent  the  return  of  the  refugees  to  the  Viet  Cong  controlled 

area. 

b.  Assemble  them  in  Ba  To. 

c.  Move  them  to  the  new  refugee  camp  being  built  at.  Nghia  Hanh,  or 

d.  Find  an  alternate  location  where  they  would  be  so cure  and  willing 
to  accent  as  their  home. 


2.  The  refugees  were  originally  brought  to  Ba  To  bv  the  101st  Airborne 
Division  i  n  an  attempt  to  clear  the  Song  Ve  Valley  northeast  of  Ba  To.  With¬ 
in  one  month,  2,884  refugees  were  assembled  in  the  Ba  To  safe  area.  Commodity 
support  was  adequate,  but  housing  was  not  nor  was  there  sufficient  land  to 
consider  resettling  all  of  the  refugees  in  Ba  To.  T*  eliminate  the  housing 
problem,  the  Special  Forces  camp  at  Ba  To  initiated  a  housing  project.  One 
hundred  dwellings  were  completed  bv  mid-July.  The  original  plan  was  w  n- 
tinue  construction  in  hundred-house  lots  until  all  of  the  refugees  had  homeB. 
Medical  attention  for  bhe  refugees  was  provided  bv  the  Special  Forces  medics 
as  well  as  the  doctor  from  Company  C  who  spent  several  da vs  at  Ba  To.  Add¬ 
itional  medical  attention  was  provided  bv  a  four-man  team  from  the  Malteser 
Aid  Service,  but  the  team  did  not  arrive  in  Ba  To  until  after  the  refugees 
had  dispersed.  Thus,  commodity  supoert  and  medical  attention  were  adequate, 
visible  progress  was  being  made  to  construct  new  homes,  land  for  farming  was 
not  available. 


3.  Province's  plan  was  to  airlift  the  refugees  that  had  been  collected 
at  various  locations  including  Ba  To  to  a  new  refugee  complex  being  built 
at  Nghia  Hanh,  Nghia  Hanh,  which  is  in  the  lowlands  of  Quang  Ngai  Province 
would  be  easier  to  suoplv  especially  during  the  monsoon  when  aircraft  are  pr- 
vented  from  making  regular  runs  in  the  highlands.  Ba  To  had  two  local  supnly 
problems.  One  was  a  lack  of  storage  facilities  and  the  other  was  that  ths 
refugee  camp  is  across  the  fiver  from  the  airstrip  where  the  commodities  would 
normally  be  unloaded.  During  the  monsoon,  the  river  is  unfordable. 


4.  The  onlv  detracting  feature  of  the  new  location  at  Nghia  Hanh  was 
the  fact  that  it  is  in  1  wlands  'which  may  have  been  odious  to  the  Mon- 
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tagnards  who  made  up  the  majority  of  the  refugees.  To  overcome  any  precon- 
c  Lved  prejudices  against  the  new  location.  Lieutenant.  Waiter  Reardsloe,  the 
CA/P.RY  OPS  officer  at  Ra  To,  escorted  six  Montapnard  chiefs  of  the  refugees 
for  a  t.wo-dav  tour  of  the  new  camp.  The  chiefs  appeared  to  be  impressed  aiid 
when  asked  what  they  thought,  replied  favorably,  however,  it  is  not  known  if 
t,iey  were  merely  being  polite  as  is  often  the  custom  or  if  they  were  really 
in  agreement  with  the  move. 

5.  The  airlift  to  Nghia  Ranh  was  set  to  begin  two  days  after  Lieutenant 
Reardslee  and  the  six  chiefs  returned  to  Ba  To.  On  the  morning  of  the  2Ath, 
some  refugees  did  indeed  begin  assembling  on  the  ..irfield  arri  the  first  hel¬ 
icopter  loads  were  taken  as  planned.  By  the  fourth  trip,  however,  there  were 
no  more  refugees  standing  by  and  the  airlift  was  suspended.  A  total  of  359 
people  had  beep  moved.  Lieutenant  Beardslee  and  the  LLDB  camp  commander 
immediately  went  to  the  district  chief  who  commented  that  "yesterday  o.rxi  last 
night,  they  all  disappeared."  Later  that  day,  the  LLDB  were  requests  to 
send  their  agents  out  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  the  missing  refugees. 
They  reported  that  approximately  350  had  returned  to  the  Song  Ve  Valley,  but 
that  the  rest  remained  in  the  safe  area.  A  subsequent  agent  report  stated 
that  eighty-f 've  refugees  were  waiting  to  infiltrate  back  into  thiir  home¬ 
land,  On  26  Julv,  another  150  were  rounded  up  and  sent  to  Nghia  Hanh. 

6.  The  attitudes  of  the  Ba  To  District  Chief  throughout  the  period 
irior  to  the  airlift  was  outwardly  one  of  disinterest.  Some  reports  indic¬ 
ated  that  the  Bistric  Chief  was  making  no  effort  to  prevent  the  return  of 
the  refugees  to  the  Viet  Cong  territory.  He  issued  passes  ostensibly  for 
them  to  go  to  recover  their  livestock,  but  actually  knowing  it  was  unlikely 
that  once  they  were  out  of  Ba  To,  they  would  try  or  be  gftte  to  return.  The 
USSF  commander,  as  subsector  advisor,  discouraged  him  from  continuing  the 
practice,  and  it  was  halted.  Another  opinion  held  by  the  LLDB  is  that  the 
District  Chief  does  not  want  the  refugees  to  leave  Ba  To  since  this  will  mean 
loss  of  potential  recruiting  for  Popular  Forces,  and  the  How  of  commodities 
will  be  cut  off.  If  the  refugees  are  in  the  safe  area,  then  the  distric 
chief  must  be  able  to  round  them  up  or  at  least  communicate  with  them. 

7.  Lessons  Learned:  The  following  lessons  were  learned  from  the  ex¬ 
perience  at  Ba  To  and  should  bo  heeded  in  anv  similar  situations  in  the 
future: 


a.  The  greatest  deficiency  in  handling  the  refugees  at.  Ha  io  was 
the  lack  of  any  intelligence  network  among  the  refugees.  Intelligence  per¬ 
sonnel  should  make  an  immediate  effort  to  establish  nets  among  new  refugees. 
The  distrbution  o'*  commodities  and  MEDCAP  offer  opportunities  for  collecting 
intelligence  as  well  as  contracting  agents.  The  refugees  can  give  va2.ua.bile 
information  not  onlv  about  the  area  they  recently  came  frem,  but  also  about 
the  presence  of  Viet  Cong  agents  among  the  refugees,  Viet  Cong  attempts  to 
disrupt  GVN  and  FWMAF  civic  action  programs,  and  the  attitude  of  the  refugees 
toward  various  GVN  plans  such  as  the  resettlement  at  Nghia  Hanh.  Not  know¬ 
ing  why  the  refugees  refused  to  go  to  Nghia  Hanh  prevents  us  from  taking 
any  effective  countermeasures. 


.  _ .X 


HISSING  REFUGEES  AT  BA  TO  (CONTD) 


b.  Following  a  large  inliex  of  refugees,  the  Viet  Cong  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  attempt  to  persuade  and  threaten  the  people  to  return  to  the  '•lit 
Cong  area.  The  Viet  Cong  can  also  be  expected  to  infiltrate  among  the  ref¬ 
ugees  if  not  already  there  and  ridicule  any  efforts  to  assist  them.  Ultimately 
the  Viet  Cong  may  be  expected  to  carry  out  their  threats  even  to  the  point  of 
deliberately  motaring  refugee  camps  with  the  objective  of  terrorizing  the 
people  into  returning  or  at  least  prove  that  <"VN  is  incapable  of  providing 
them  with  security. 

c.  The  ultimate  value  of  large  clearing  operations  should  be  examined 
carefullv  and  thought  be  given  to  what  will  happen  to  large  numbers  of  ref¬ 
ugees  after  the  tactical  phase  of  the  operation  ends  and  the  problems  of 
resettlement  begins.  It  is  easier  to  burn  a  house  that  build  one. 

d.  The  lack  of  knowledge  of  population  resources  control  measures  is 
a  deficiency  which  must  be  corrected.  Simply,  what  are  the  techniques  for 
controlling  large  numbers  of  civilians?  In  areas  where  government  is  tentative 
or  contested,  the  army  must  assdfce  the  role  of  policeman  as  well  as  soldier, 
but  training  for  this  is  inadequate  and  information  on  the  subject  is  not 
available . 


